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Hanuman’s eloquence

Kamban conferred the title of sollin selvan (Master of
words) upon Hanuman in his Ramayanam. Hanuman’s
eloquence is like a rare jewel. Valmiki’s work also pays tri-
bute to Hanuman’s way with words.

There are two occasions when Hanuman lives up to his
title, said Damal S. Ramakrishnan. When Sugriva des-
patches Hanuman as his emissary to Rama and Lakshma-
na who have arrived near the Rushyamukha mountain in
their search for Sita, Hanuman takes the form of a mendi-
cant and addresses them. “How is it that you, with your
brilliant complexion like that of royal sages or gods, are
appearing like ascetics? How did you, who deserve to rule
a kingdom, come to this place?” Impressed with Hanu-
man’s speech and astuteness in sizing them up, Rama tells
Lakshmana that only a man who has undergone the disci-
pline needed to learn the Rig Veda, the memory power to
master the Yajur Veda, and proficiency in proper recita-
tion of the Sama Veda could speak that eloquently.

The other occasion when Hanuman’s eloquence came
to the fore is when Sita was being held captive in Ashok Va-
nam by Ravana. He gently introduces himself by reciting
events from Ayodhya in a manner that convinces her that
he is there to help. Hanuman offers to rescue her by carry-
ing her on his shoulders, saying he had already carried Ra-
ma, who is like a father figure to him, on his shoulders. He
says he was offering the same service to Sita, who is like a
mother to him. However, Sita turns down the offer reason-
ing that if she were to do so, everyone would hail Sita as a
great fighter, diminishing Rama’s valour. As a talented
speaker himself, Hanuman is impressed by her words.

09M. Hanuman'’s eloquence
oTATe Y FTFIgAT

e Kamban conferred the title of sollin
selvan (Master of words) upon Hanuman in his
Ramayanam.

Fael o 37 AHTAOTHA, H G AT ! Wifedtal Weraet
(2rseT T Tare) hr 3urfer &Y

¢ Hanuman’s eloquence is like a rare jewel.

FIATA hT ATFICAT Teh GoIsT Tool o THAIS |
e Valmiki’s work also pays tribute to
Hanuman’s way with words.
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e There are two occasions when Hanuman
lives up to his title, said Damal S. Ramakrishnan.

ST TH. TAFSUT 1 gl o &1 HTT VA g 519
9 a; 9 é\-a- %ZI
e When Sugriva despatches Hanuman as
his emissary to Rama and Lakshmana who have
arrived near the Rushyamukha mountain in their

search for Sita, Hanuman takes the form of a
mendicant and addresses them.

ST Gt HIeT 6 Wt H FSAHSF TaeT & I g T 3R FT&HOT o I FTANT T 3791 g

TATH FITct §, T GTHIT Teh HoaTT T & TROT T 378 1T 4 6
e “How s it that you, with your brilliant complexion like that of royal sages or gods, are

appearing like ascetics?”

“319, ToieTepT ot TATSAT AT Saam3il & AT &, aufeadi & &9 F FA @S ¢ wE?”
o “How did you, who deserve to rule a kingdom, come to this place?”

“3T9, T Teh Ao T AT el AT g, 5 TUTA TW Hd HTT?”
e |mpressed with Hanuman’s speech and astuteness in sizing them up, Rama tells

Lakshmana that only a man who has undergone the discipline needed to learn the Rig Veda,
the memory power to master the Yajur Veda, and proficiency in proper recitation of the Sama
Veda could speak that eloquently.

FoTATe T AT 3T SeTehT YTt & THTTAT gl IH, TEHTT J Fgdd & foh shdol deT chTehd Sclail
THTERITCN ol ST HehdlT § ToTiel 7 et T IR, TS[dE I T el hl T
e 3R AAAT & Y FTUROT A G&TclT TTed 1 &l

e The other occasion when Hanuman’s eloquence came to the fore is when Sita was being
held captive in Ashok Vanam by Ravana.

GERT AT ST GTATS Sl ATFICAT HHA TS, TE AT ST HeAT 1 AGOT & I arfeewt & &
AT TW@T T

e He gently introduces himself by reciting events from Ayodhya in a manner that convinces her
that he is there to help.

WMmﬁmﬁwmmgmwwsﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁm%mﬁ
f3earg 8 13T I 98 37ehr GeradT & fov v gl

¢ Hanuman offers to rescue her by carrying her on his shoulders, saying he had already
carried Rama, who is like a father figure to him, on his shoulders.

FIHTA 3¢ 37U T I FSTR FlTel b1 YETd ot § R gl § o 3 uger ot a7, S 37 fw
T FHT &, T 3791 htil T 33T Teh & |
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e He says he was offering the same service to Sita, who is like a mother to him.

T Hgd & T I TEr Jar HaT 1 o AT AR &, S 3oTh [T HTAT S THA & |

e However, Sita turns down the offer reasoning that if she were to do so, everyone would hail
Sita as a great fighter, diminishing Rama’s valour.

gTeliieh, WA I8 g §U TEdTd 3EIHR Y &l § o Ffe a5 am e, o @er der 1 #grel
I shgel R SHA WH o IXshHA T Aged A gl S|

e As atalented speaker himself, Hanuman is impressed by her words.
T Ueh HTe dorcll 1ot & HROT GafalTed 3oieh Aeal § e GHITAA Bt B

Restored version of John Abraham’s classic
movie Amma Ariyan to premiere at Cannes

S.R. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Forty years after John
Abraham made Amma Ari-
yan, one of the remarkable
independent films to come
out of Kerala, a 4K restora-
tion of the film is set to be
premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival.

The film with a cult fol-
lowing, restored by the
not-for-profit organisation
Film Heritage Foundation
(FHF) is the only Indian
feature film selected for
world premiere at the fes-
tival this year. The pre-
miere is scheduled on May
16.

John, who began work-
ing on the film based on a
sliver of an idea based on
the suicides of persons as-
sociated with the Naxalite
movement, followed an al-
ternative method of pro-
duction and distribution
with his friends at the
Odessa Film Collective.
The collective staged street
plays and screened films to
collect voluntary contribu-
tions from the public to
make the film. Although it
was never released in the
theatres, the film has ac-
quired a cult following. Shi-
vendra Singh Dungarpur,
director, Film Heritage
Foundation, told The Hin-

it JOR SRS

Restored version of John Abraham’s Amma Ariyan.

du that his memories of
Amma Ariyan goes back to
his student days at the Film
and Television Institute of
India (FTII), where legen-
dary archivist P.K. Nair

used to show the film to
the students.

“The restoration was
challenging as we had no
original camera negative to
work with. The whole pro-

cess, from searching out
the last surviving unsubtit-
led print from the National
Archives to identifying the
copyright holder at the
Odessa collective to restor-
ing the print took close to
5-6 years, with the restora-
tion work alone taking 2
years,” he says.

The Film Heritage Foun-
dation’s restorations of
Aravindan’s Thamp, Ari-
bam Syam Sharma’s Isha-
nou, Shyam Benegals
Manthan, Satyajit Ray’s
Aranyer Din Ratri and Su-
mitra Peries’s Gehenu La-
mai were premiered at
Cannes over the past five
years.

09M. Restored version of John Abraham’s classic movie Amma Ariyan to
premiere at Cannes

et TG Y FeAE e Amma Ariyan FT TaEAIRIT HEFIOT Cannes # FeRid

grem

e Forty years after John Abraham made Amma Ariyan, one of the remarkable independent
films to come out of Kerala, a 4K restoration of the film is set to be premiered at the Cannes
Film Festival.

John Abraham aRT Amma Ariyan STl & dTeiig a¥ d1¢, S el Iealaig Tad
e & & U §, hod T 4K TaedTRd §EHI0T 39 Cannes Film Festival # S&fid gt o7

w®Iel

e The film with a cult following, restored by the not-for-profit organisation Film Heritage
Foundation (FHF) is the only Indian feature film selected for world premiere at the festival

this year.

e Blelied dTell 38 fthed I IR-GTHSRT HEAT Film Heritage Foundation (FHF) gaRT
QACATTA foham 1 & 3R 6 59 a¥ Helcda # favg MR & T Foft 715 vahars iRl hrer

e gl

e The premiere is scheduled on May 16.

T NAT 16 #7AS = AUTRT B
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e John, who began working on the film based on a sliver of an idea based on the suicides of
persons associated with the Naxalite movement, followed an alternative method of
production and distribution with his friends at the Odessa Film Collective.

Stiel & H fhedt TN 1 AFHerare! et ¥ T3 olel T 3cAgca3i 9 IR v oie &
e o 3R o) & T AT 3R 3gled 379+ A= & |1 Odessa Film Collective 7 3ehfeqesh
foraTor 3R faaRor eufa eS|

e The collective staged street plays and screened films to collect voluntary contributions from
the public to make the film.

58 THE o fhed Fallel & fHT SieTar & i QTer Uahd te g s e 3R heat &1
g 2T foRar|

e Although it was never released in the theatres, the film has acquired a cult following.
aaﬁagﬁv—«nmﬂﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁ—chaaﬁgé, R 3ft T U Foe BicSaT gTilel HT ol |

e Shivendra Singh Dungarpur, director, Film Heritage Foundation, told The Hindu that his
memories of Amma Ariyan goes back to his student days at the Film and Television

Institute of India (FTII), where legendary archivist P.K. Nair used to show the film to the
students.

Film Heritage Foundation & fai¢2re Shivendra Singh Dungarpur a8 The Hindu 3T Sdm=r
& Amma Ariyan @7 3aTehT I1¢, Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) & &TF Sfiae de&
ST &, SteT wfleer 3merisfa<e P.K. Nair oTal 1 Ig fhea fe@mam ad 2|

o “The restoration was challenging as we had no original camera negative to work with.
“GeAEATTT YAl 2T FH ek AR I 1o FA o [T IS 7T Harr atfea «Tet o7
e The whole process, from searching out the last surviving unsubtitled print from the National

Archives to identifying the copyright holder at the Odessa collective to restoring the print
took close to 5-6 years, with the restoration work alone taking 2 years,” he says.

T T — National Archives & 3ifad 3Uerstr ST Heersed arel fiic gael & ol Odessa
collective H HIIRISE YR T TgTeT ot R e ol TAEUTIT FXel Teh — SIaT91 5-6 Y
AT, STeITeh charel YA€ AToeT R 7 g1 2 a9 ofdl,” 3wgiot heT |

e The Film Heritage Foundation’s restorations of Aravindan’s Thamp, Aribam Syam
Sharma’s Ishanou, Shyam Benegal’s Manthan, Satyajit Ray’s Aranyer Din Ratri and
Sumitra Peries’s Gehenu Lamai were premiered at Cannes over the past five years.

foorel o7 gt # Film Heritage Foundation gaRT J=&2iie Aravindan #T Thamp, Aribam
Syam Sharma #¥ Ishanou, Shyam Benegal @ Manthan, Satyajit Ray #¥ Aranyer Din
Ratri 3R Sumitra Peries #T Gehenu Lamai & 8ff Cannes # NTAIR g1 g ¥

GS Paper 1: Society 09 May 2026
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09M | Census enumerator ID can be verified through QR code

STSITOTEAT AUTATH AT Y ID Y QR AT F ATCTH ¥ AT 6T ST FFaT &

09M | Caste-iron control

srfaerd ag Skt as
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Cens enumerator
ID can be verified
through QR code

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Census enumerators have
been given identity cards
with QR codes to enable re-
sidents to verify authentici-
ty, says Lalit Jain, Director
of Census Operations
(DCO), Haryana, amid re-
sistance from several high-
end gated societies to grant
access to enumerators.

In an interview with The
Hindu on Friday, Mr. Jain
said, “We understand that
there may be some appre-
hension in their [residents]
minds that maybe people
[enumerators] are not ge-
nuine. Now, we have intro-
duced the scan code ena-
bled identity cards. Any
person who has any doubt
about the authenticity of
our enumerator can scan
the code on the ID card for
verification.”

On December 2, 2025,
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs informed
Parliament that according
to Section 8(2) of the Cen-
sus Act, 1948, every resi-
dent is “legally bound” to
answer Census-related
questions to the best of

her/his
belief.

“We have requested the
presidents of the RWA (re-
sidents welfare associa-
tions) to allow us to enter,
because Census ultimately
is a nation building exer-
cise, and it is to the benefit
of everybody that we en-
umerate and we get to
know the basic data about
our population,” Mr. Jain
said.

Allaying concerns

He added that “stranger
anxiety” and apprehen-
sion about sharing perso-
nal data could be the rea-
sons behind the resistance.
“Data we are asking for
is not something which is
very, very personal. We are
just asking people whether
they have drinking water
supply in their homes,
whether they have toilets.
And secondly, they need
not worry because whatev-
er data they give is secure
with us. We will not share
this data with anybody.
Moreover, this data will not
lead to any documenta-
tion, and it cannot be used
against you,” he said.

knowledge or

09M. Census enumerator ID can be verified
through QR code

FAIOTAT IOTATRAT Y ID HT QR FIS & ATEIH A
A AT T T &

e Census enumerators have been given identity
cards with QR codes to enable residents to verify
authenticity, says Lalit Jain, Director of Census Operations
(DCO), Haryana, amid resistance from several high-end
gated societies to grant access to enumerators.

FAOTSAT IUTATHATHT T QR H1S ITo UgdTed 97 fgUu v &
aTfer TXamY 3eTehl STHTTOTERAT HeATiad & Heh, AT &
STTITOTAT HATeHeT T2 (DCO) Lalit Jain & Ig ST Fs 3T
AT e AraTsfedl garT AUTATRATIT I gaRr gt 7 e
& o1 el

e In an interview with The Hindu on Friday, Mr. Jain
said, “We understand that there may be some apprehension

in their [residents] minds that maybe people [enumerators]
are not genuine.

JSFAR T The Hindu T T ATTIHR & 4T Jain =¥ FeT, 7
FHSA & [ 37 [farfal] &7 & 3 3T & Fadrg i
RITIE AT [TUTATehdT] AR faeh sTel o

¢ Now, we have introduced the scan code enabled
identity cards.

379 G Tl IS WETH TgdleT I IE U 8

e Any person who has any doubt about the
authenticity of our enumerator can scan the code on the ID
card for verification.”

o foredt &t oY GAR FTUTeATRdT T JTATTOTRT X TeE &l, I8
HAIA & fIT Tgded 99 9T T 3T IS Sl Tohed Y Fehell
g

e On December 2, 2025, the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs informed Parliament that according to Section 8(2)
of the Census Act, 1948, every resident is “legally bound”

to answer Census-related questions to the best of her/his knowledge or belief.

2 e, 2025 Y FER I HATET o HHG T a1 3 Setarore rferferaar, 1948 dr 4rT 8(2)
& 3TAR T AT 3T STAhRY HX fIRaTH o 3eTHR AT & 3 TR FT I A

T “slefell &9 & a1eT” B

o “We have requested the presidents of the RWA (residents welfare associations) to allow us
to enter, because Census ultimately is a nation building exercise, and it is to the benefit of
everybody that we enumerate and we get to know the basic data about our population,” Mr.
Jain said.

“gHal RWA (Residents Welfare Associations) & 3eeil & g Fder el &1 He[er fhaT g,
Fifch STAIMUTAT AT IS TAHTOT T i & IR T8 Tt & e 7 & Tk o7 91orar Y 3R 379y
SITHEAT & FHA 3Tehst 1 Silet,” AT Jain =¥ el

Allaying concerns

Riat 1 gy e g
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He added that “stranger anxiety” and apprehension about sharing personal data could be the
reasons behind the resistance.

37g1eT el T “ISTATa T ol ol RIAT 3R SITFAITA ST HISIT FTet Sl olhT 37T 3T faIeT &
91> & FHROT gl Thel ¢ |

“Data we are asking for is not something which is very, very personal.

"N ST §H T Ig ¢ IF gl HUh AT e

We are just asking people whether they have drinking water supply in their homes, whether
they have toilets.

§H shaol AT & I & @ Toh T 3eTeh eRY Dl & U1t by FiAem §, a1 3eieh I itrmerd g1
And secondly, they need not worry because whatever data they give is secure with us.

3R a{r ST, 3¢ TR et T 3TaRTehcll =T8T § Fifeh Sit 8 3eT J &1 g AR I FfarT
|

We will not share this data with anybody.

& Ig ST fordll & AT |IST gl hdl |

Moreover, this data will not lead to any documentation, and it cannot be used against you,” he
said.

3% 37TdT, TG ST fhdY SEATASIIHUT ST HRUT oTgT §o191T 31 SHHT 3TANIT 3T WeTh Tt
R ST FehdT,” 3ogiet Tl
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Rinku Chauhan, whose family
was socially ostracised 26
years ago, now fights for
justice in the court of faw in
Pali, Rajasthan.

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Extrajudicial panchayats in Rajasthan use
the age-old tool of social ostracisation
combined with extortionary fines to control
communities.

reports on how the Rajasthan High Court
has taken note of this parallel justice system
within each caste, the victims’ plight, and
lack of a law that targets the social evil

inku Chauhan was four and her sister
Jayashree all of two months when they
were married to two brothers in their
village of Sukarlai in Rohat tehsil of Ra-
Jasthan by their grandmother and the elders of the

ee

Investigative

the years, following police complaints, two of the
caste leaders were arrested, but, she says, “They
were let off soon. Within the court premises, they
mocked me, saying | would never be accepted by

re-entry into the samaj (community) and ending
their social boycott,” he adds.

The men who put themselves in charge

Pali district, whose family was socially ostracised
for refusing to accept the child marriage of her
two daughters, says she was asked to organise
feasts “serving mutton and liguor” to all caste

leaders. “I don't have enough to feed my family.

3

agencies ‘Traditionally, a khap had 84 villages under it. Ho-
caste. Rinku's parents, who were not present at | face s in India, also called khap or | wever, with the reorganisation of villages, now | How can I pay for food for all these gatherings?”
the ceremony, refused to accept the wedding. | Goric | jativa panchayats, panch patels, or bhang jade | each khap lords over 10 or more villages. Most of | Bano says. 4
They decided to take on the panch, a body of el- | S50 (those who resolve dnspum) are informal bodies | these tightly-knit organisations are organised on
derly men within a caste, which takes decisions on | difficulty in lnmll\ prevalent in parts of Rajasthan, Haryana, | familial or hereditary lines. If a certain cas The need for a targeted law
a range of matters. determining | and western Uttar Pradesh. They differ from the | er passes away, then the most likely choice t Ramlal Prajapati has a similar story of social boy-
This rebellion led to the caste leaders announc- | the constitutional Gram Panchayats created under | place him is his son or the next male heir. “Whoev- | cott to tell. His daughter got married about five
ing a social boycott (*hooka-pani band, or the stop- | appropriate | the 73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992), which er is rich and powerful can become a khap leader,” irs ago within their community, but when she
ping of shared resources). It has now been 26 | jegal are elected, democratic bodies serving all villag- | says Sanjeev Chowdhary, from Megharda village, | gave birth to a girl child, her in-laws allegedly
years. The social boycott means that no member | provision | ers, with statutory powers over local governance, | in Beawar district, who has been socally excluded | physically and mentally abused her. “She came
of their caste, including distant and close relatives, | 4" o | development, and minor disputes. from his community after he filed a police com- | back to s, but soon her in-laws began to put pres-
is allowed to interact with the family. The family il Panch leaders enforce traditional norms by im- | plaint following a land dispute. sure on her to go back without her child. This wa
has not been invited to weddings or death cere- | 'O TEEST | posing social boycotts, heavy fines, and other Chowdhary, who has a granite polishing busi- | done through the community leaders,” he says.
monies all these years. No one in the village has | and coerc ness, says the total penalty imposed on him by the | When she refused, the community elders an-
any economic association with them. investigate | the community’s self-prescribed rules. Eventual- | caste panchayat has now climbed to 284 lakh. Des- | nounced a social boycott. The penalty for an entry
“This rebellion led to the caste leaders announc: | such ly, the victim is ousted from their communityand | pite many FIRs and counter-FIRs and approaching | back into the community was fixed at €5 lakh. The

ing a social boycott (hooka-pani band, or the stop-
ping of shared resources). It has now been 26

ns for ostracisa-

sometimes, from the family. Reas
tion can range from marital discord and marrying

no inroad has

senior political leaders, he sa
been made and his family remains socially ostra-

frail Prajapati, who has a small portion of land
which he tlls, does not have the money.

sHOBIA
years. The social boycott means that no member | prapmakar | outside the caste or sub-caste toland disputesand | cised. “We were not even invited to the weddingof |  The report of the commission notes that des-
oftheir caste, including distant and close relatives, | Advocate even standing in support of someone who has | our elder sister-in-law,” he says. pite its devastating impact, there exists no central

are allowed to interact with the family. The family
has not been invited for weddings or death ce-
remonies all these No one in the vil-
lage has any economic association with
them. Intermittently, the family was
asked to pay penalties ranging from
35,000 to 2 lakh, for which they
eventually had to pawn their moth-
er's jewellery. They were also forced
to organise feasts for meetings of the
panch leaders. These meetings were
held to decide how much longer the os- )
tracisation would extend. Rinku's father l
was routinely called for these meetings and
allegedly humiliated by being made to stand
apart from the rest of the gathering.

Rinku, now 30, grew up to become a lawyer,
and about three years ago, she filed a criminal
case against the panch. She is now fighting it in the
Pali district court, where she is an advocate.
“Through life, my family would keep me home be-
cause they didn’t want any more trouble because
of me. Now, though, my fellow lawyers are stand-
ing with me,” she says. Across Rajasthan, in dis-
tricts like Jodhpur Rural, Barmer, Jaisalmer, Jalore,
Nagaur, Pali, and Banswara, caste panchayats rule
with an iron grip, running mm,uuu ial courts. In
March 2025, the judiciary stepped in after they
saw a number of cases detailing instances of social
ostracisation by panch groups. The Jodhpur
Bench of the Rajasthan High Court ordered the
formation of a commission of advocates and civil
society members to probe the matter. The com-
mission submitted its report in April 2026, follow-
ing which the High Court ruled that social boy-
cotts and diktats by caste panchayats are
unconstitutional, violating fundamental rights un-
der Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21.

Those who sit in judgment

In her chamber in the Pali district court, Rinku
says her family had to leave their ancestral village,
where they owned land, and move to Pali, about
20 kilometres away. Here, her father had to take
up work as a factory labourer to sustain the family
of six. “When my grandmother died, no one in the
extended family turned up for the rituals,
says. Rinku remembers attending a panch meet-
ing once, where she spoke against the practice of
social ostracisation. “I was fined 5,000 for speak-
ing, as women are not allowed to,” she says. Over

09M. Caste-iron control
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been ostracised.

Take the case of Tulsiram, a former municipal
councillor in the city of Pali, roughly 100 km
from Jodhpur. A former trade union leader,
Tulsiram stood by the daughter of a family
friend who had a long-standing marital
dispute with her husband. “I thought of
her as my daughter, especially since she
had lost her father. However, the caste
leaders, who were siding with her hus-
band’s family, announced a social boy-
cott of my entire family,” says the former

‘ mill worker, sitting in his single-storey

house, which he shares with his son's family
He says the caste panchayat initially imposed a
fine, which they call a dand (punishment) of
21,500 and then asked for ¥2-3 lakh as expenses in
organising their meetings, which saw the partici-
pation of some 400-500 leaders from the caste.
He says the boycott was even extended to his
daughter’s family, who lived in another village.
“They were made to pay a penalty of 2.5 lakh for

‘There are designated buildings where meetings
of these caste panchayats are held, and some of
these organisations even own substantial amounts
of land. The money collected from people is
meant to be given to a victim, but it is allegedly
split among the khap leaders. The diktats of social

weott and penalties imposed by these organisa-
tions are often written orders listing out the
“crimes” committed and “punishments” thereof.
Some of these are on notarised affidavits.

However, since the recent spate of FIRs filed
and after the court stepped in, there has been a
tweak in the way they are written. “Punishments”
are now called “honours”. “This has been done to
evade immediate police action,” explains Chowd-
hary, displaying such an order. The panch alleged-
ly also misuses certain community norms. For in-
stance, under the noyta system, villagers are
compelled to contribute ‘noyta (money)’ for com-
munity functions or to collectively fight a village-
level problem.

But Bhanwari Devi (Bano), from Hapat village of

Bhanwari Devi (Bano), whose family has been systematically socially ostracised in Pali, m,mnan SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

legislation in India that criminalises and punishes
the concept of social boycott as an offence. “In the
absence of a specific law that explicitly recognises
social boycott as a punishable offence, investiga-
tive: ce significant difficulty in determin-
ing the appropriate legal provision under which to
register and investigate such complaints,” says ad-
vocate Shobha Prabhakar, who is fighting numer-
ous such cases on behalf of the victims, and who
was on the commission that submitted its report
recently.

The practice prevails irrespective of religion.
Sheru Khan lives in Bambara village of Jaisalmer
district. Khan's adult daughter married a man
from the same caste as her own, but since the two
had chosen to get married to each other, rather
than have their parents arrange the marriage,
through traditional family negotiations, the panch
was unhappy. The chief ‘khalifa (headman)’ im-
posed the traditional social boycott known as
haath band (handcuffed) on Khan and his family.
In his April order, based on the commission’s re-
port, Justice Farjand Ali ordered the Rajasthan go-
vernment to formulate a policy with standard op-
erating procedures to curb these actions. He
suggested a law similar to Maharashtra’s. The Mah-
arashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2016,
(enforced in 2017) criminalises social boycott by
caste groups, making it the first such law in India.
It punishes offenders with up to 7 years in jail, ¥
lakh fine, or both.

Advocate Prabhakar has now begun a ‘Rajas-
than Social Boycott Prevention Campaign’ on so-
cial media. “The campaign aims to compel the go-
vernment into enacting a specific law that
criminalises social boycott. The law should also in-
clude provisions for compensation and rehabilita-
tion of the victims,” she says. The campaign ad-
dresses the establishment of a robust support
mechanism for victims, including a helpline, fast-
counselling, and finan-
Investigations should be complet-
ed within 90 days and a senior officer of Addition
al SP rank as Nodal Officer should monitor all
pending cases of social boycott,” she adds. Victims
should be provided security to protect them from
community pressure, the campaign demands. No
panch was willing to speak for this story.

sreeparna.c@thehindu.co.in
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Rinku Chauhan was four and her sister Jayashree all of two months when they were
married to two brothers in their village of Sukarlai in Rohat tehsil of Rajasthan by their
grandmother and the elders of the caste.

R aterer o ad 1 i 3R 3a7h S5t STah darer Y A 1 of 579 3oTehr Gy 3R ST &
Tt o 37T faTE ToreUTeT 3 Vet dgier 3 YahalTs 11a 3 oY gt & & o

Rinku’s parents, who were not present at the ceremony, refused to accept the wedding.
e & FATar-fdr, S @RI 7 3ufeua 7461 3, 7 58 faar FI FeR F § $T6R H e

They decided to take on the panch, a body of elderly men within a caste, which takes
decisions on a range of matters.

3giel G T HIHAT el T TA0TT TorT, ST STt o o791 TRt bt FHE BIell ¢ 3R afder Arerelt
# o aar gl

This rebellion led to the caste leaders announcing a social boycott (hooka-pani band, or the
stopping of shared resources).

5 TIEIE o ROT ST A3 o FTASTeF e (geFept-ameft &) T eyom 2 |

It has now been 26 years.

T 26 AT IH B

The social boycott means that no member of their caste, including distant and close relatives,
is allowed to interact with the family.

AT SfESehR &1 318 Ig & T 3oTehr STifel o1 1S 8T FaEdr, a1 gx 7 81 AT el NG,
ARaR 8§ LT TG HeheT|

The family has not been invited to weddings or death ceremonies all these years.

o1 3t gt & IRER o1 of o enfet 7 o ram 3R 7 & Fog Faeh FARwET |

No one in the village has any economic association with them.

3Tiq # fondT &1 9t 3oTeh T FIS IS FIY 87 &

Intermittently, the family was asked to pay penalties ranging from %5,000 to %2 lakh, for which
they eventually had to pawn their mother’s jewellery.

FHAY-HAHT R IRER A 5,000 & X2 ARG Teh T SJATAT AT 37T, T5eh forw 3o¢ 3reit A1
EIRGREIECIRSCERCES

They were also forced to organise feasts for meetings of the panch leaders.

376 U A3 T ST & fT HIST AT G & forw ot At fopam arm |

These meetings were held to decide how much longer the ostracisation would extend.
Y o Tg aF F & AT gt off for arnfare afeser fovdey I a& Sy @am|

Rinku’s father was routinely called for these meetings and allegedly humiliated by being made
to stand apart from the rest of the gathering.

Rep & T &l [Aafad §7 & g7 Soeht 7 FArAT ST AT 3R HAT T § 3¢ SThT elait & 376197
ST Feh AT fhaT STaT 2am|

Rinku, now 30, grew up to become a lawyer, and about three years ago, she filed a criminal
case against the panch.

379 30 TNt Ry aehiel §a7 bt & 3R oIa1e79T cfief A Tl Segiel 9T o Weloh 3TuIfereh Ao

&t AT
She is now fighting it in the Pali district court, where she is an advocate.

Ig 379 3 qrelt SrelT 3reTerd 7 o3 WY §, ST81 ag ¥ad AT &

“Through life, my family would keep me home because they didn’t want any more trouble
because of me. Now, though, my fellow lawyers are standing with me,” she says.

aE el o, T Toiesl -7 IRER gt ex & T@dm AT F3ifeh 3 A HROT 3R AT A6 =t A
iforet 3719 FR AT ahreT I T WS I

Across Rajasthan, in districts like Jodhpur Rural, Barmer, Jaisalmer, Jalore, Nagaur, Pali,
and Banswara, caste panchayats rule with an iron grip, running extrajudicial courts.
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TSTEATS & ST ATHOT, AEA, AN, AT, AR, arelt i qiwamst s forelt 7 s
JaTId olig STl 9hs o A1 IR-=I1fAeh 37eTeld dolldl g |

In March 2025, the judiciary stepped in after they saw a number of cases detailing instances
of social ostracisation by panch groups.

AT 2025 H FARAUTTOIEhT o §EAATT T ST 3Heh HIH TaTdcl FIHGI SaRT HATToTeh STgShR o
FS HATHS 37T|

The Jodhpur Bench of the Rajasthan High Court ordered the formation of a commission of
advocates and civil society members to probe the matter.

ST 354 AT 1 ST f1S & ATel b1 il & ToIT gehreit 3R AR Farst & Feeat
T Teh 37T ATTSCT et 2T IS e

The commission submitted its report in April 2026, following which the High Court ruled that
social boycotts and diktats by caste panchayats are unconstitutional, violating fundamental
rights under Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21.

3TIRT o 38T 2026 # 319611 RArE A, o1 a1e 3T =ararer o #gr foh Sifa Tl garT
AIATSI SfEShR 3IR 3 3raenfae § 3R 3rgede 14, 15, 19 3R 21 & dgd Hiferh AR
FT Soolted T &

Those who sit in judgment

S vt e §

In her chamber in the Pali district court, Rinku says her family had to leave their ancestral
village, where they owned land, and move to Pali, about 20 kilometres away.

el fSre srgrerd 7 39 e & R 1cArely § o 3e7eh TRAR T 37911 GReAeAT 3T SIS AT
20 feprelteftex ¥ arelt St usr|
Here, her father had to take up work as a factory labourer to sustain the family of six.

TG 3oTeh AT 1 B T TRAR Tellel o foIT therdl HTgY ol Sh1H el 7|

“When my grandmother died, no one in the extended family turned up for the rituals,” she
says.

qE e &, ‘ST AY EIE HY 7 g8, A [IFaRd IRAR @ rg o ATAA FEhr & o7 3’
Rinku remembers attending a panch meeting once, where she spoke against the practice of
social ostracisation.

e &1 I16 & o6 98 T IR dard 9o # 975 of, 61 3eelel HHATod aieSeh ST 92T & Qe
37Tl 3515 |

“I was fined %5,000 for speaking, as women are not allowed to,” she says.

dg gl &, “dlea & fIv 757 | is,ooowgﬂﬁmmwmmﬁ T SieteT T

3T AT oTET §1”

Over the years, following police complaints, two of the caste leaders were arrested, but, she
says, “They were let off soon.”

st & eRreT e RIRICT & e Sifcr o & A3t st FROAR &R Irm, AfeheT g Fedi €,
“3og STog &1 OIS fear I

“Within the court premises, they mocked me, saying | would never be accepted by society.”
“3eTelct IRET & Segiel A FTIH 39T §U el foh TalTsT HY 3l T g "

Caste panchayats in India, also called khap or jatiya panchayats, panch patels, or bhang

jade, are informal bodies mostly prevalent in parts of Rajasthan, Haryana, and western
Uttar Pradesh.

HR F Sy Ty, e @I, STl d=rerd, O 9t I7 11T S0 87 T STl §, HEa:
Troredter, gRATo i afverst sav wder & o fowdt & yafad setaie deu g
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e They differ from the constitutional Gram Panchayats created under the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment (1992).

¥ 739 Tiaener weereT (1992) & dgd I1fdd Taunfeis I qaradl I 31T g |

e Panch leaders enforce traditional norms by imposing social boycotts, heavy fines, and other
coercive measures against those who deviate from the community’s self-prescribed rules.

O AT IRIRE [T Y A1) et o FAIT AT STRshr, SR STHTAT 3R 37 Eaten iy
39T 9T B

e Eventually, the victim is ousted from their community and sometimes, from the family.
37ctT: e T FHer 3R He-ell aRar & off argT o faam ST 81

e Reasons for ostracisation can range from marital discord and marrying outside the caste or
sub-caste to land disputes and even standing in support of someone who has been
ostracised.

SfEsR & wROT 3 darfes fdare, sfa ar suenta & awex faarg, df# e 3k sfessa safea
FT AT T T AT g FhaT gl

The need for atargeted law
TIRIY FeTet Y AraRTHAT

e The report of the commission notes that despite its devastating impact, there exists no central
legislation in India that criminalises and punishes the concept of social boycott as an offence.

e &y R 3 et 77§ o6 38 RAARISRY T917a & Srasie HR 3 VAT PIS FET HIoTeT T
¢ S ATATTOT SfgSehR T 3Ry Sifd X &f3d |

¢ “In the absence of a specific law that explicitly recognises social boycott as a punishable
offence, investigative agencies face significant difficulty in determining the appropriate legal
provision,” says advocate Shobha Prabhakar.

ifRraerdT AT T gl , VX FAAT Flofet & 31T F SN WA qfgsahR &l Sseli
IR AT &, ST Ui T T SIS PIeTeAl T T Xt 3 HiSATS g ¥l

e The practice prevails irrespective of religion.
g 9T & T 9arg fhe 9= sy §

e Sheru Khan lives in Bambara village of Jaisalmer district.
AT T SAHAAT Fe & FaRT 31T 7 | 2

o Khan’s adult daughter married a man from the same caste as her own, but since the two had
chosen to get married to each other, rather than have their parents arrange the marriage, the
panch was unhappy.

QT HT TITH FET o =T &1 AT & Fiobd I Taarg foram, oifeheT Fifeh glaAt o Tad faarg Het
1 forot for, Jamaa 398 AR 8 915 |

e The chief khalifa imposed the traditional social boycott known as haath band on Khan and
his family.

HET GellHT o Tlef 3R 3eTeh TRAR I IR R AATTSTR SfShR 1Y g o] I e

e In his April order, based on the commission’s report, Justice Farjand Ali ordered the
Rajasthan government to formulate a policy with standard operating procedures to curb
these actions.

378 & 379 3TN H =TIl oig 3Tl o ASTEYTT FIHR ! 5o HRASAT T Aeh ST o
forT AT FaTersT gfhar afed Ffd a1 &1 3ncer |

e He suggested a law similar to Maharashtra’s.
3rglel HERTSE ST FHleleT T AT 2T

e The Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2016 criminalises social boycott by caste groups.
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HAERISE AT JieshR foraror, gfaser ik sfaaiy sfafaaa, 2016 snfaera o
IRSRR Y 3R N FRAT R |

It punishes offenders with up to 7 years in jail, 5 lakh fine, or both.
SEH 2T T 7 aY e 1 Sied, X5 ol STATAT IT &l b1 AL &

Advocate Prabhakar has now begun a Rajasthan Social Boycott Prevention Campaign on
social media.

3TTRITRAT TSI =1 379 Ferel F3AT IR TS YTeT Wierer afganie et e g% fhar g

“The campaign aims to compel the government into enacting a specific law that criminalises
social boycott,” she says.

g6 el o, “TH TIAT T 36T THR I THT [IAY Hlefel Tollel o foIT ST el § ST
e afgShR i 3ToRTer enfdg 1

The law should also include provisions for compensation and rehabilitation of the victims.
Hlelet F WSl & F3TaS HR YeTd e & Fraert off gt =ifge|

The campaign addresses the establishment of a robust support mechanism for victims,
including a helpline, fast-track courts, psychological counselling, and financial assistance.

3TAITA F NSAT F AT geTarssT, BrEe-Eah 31eTeld, HardATiare araey 3R fadher agrrar
Tl HATGe Tl 7 &Y AT &I 71§

“Investigations should be completed within 90 days and a senior officer of Additional SP rank
as Nodal Officer should monitor all pending cases of social boycott,” she adds.

aE TN el &, “Sirer 90 fait & ofier g et =wfgw 3iR JrfciRerey giora Jrefereh T &1
STTErRIY FiTsel HTRHRY Tevehs Foll ST ATl T IR 1"

Victims should be provided security to protect them from community pressure, the campaign
demands.

3TfETeT T FH9T § o6 DT T AregeriRies ga1a & T & folw GRafm ger S|

No panch was willing to speak for this story.

g R & T 1S i arad TGE&T Sidsr S IR 8T 27|
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pril 30 was a sweltering summer day
in Madhya Pradesh, with the tempera-
ture crossing 40 degrees Celsius. So,

in Jabalpur on April 30. AM. FARUQUI

lack of preparedness on the cruise in the event
of an emergency, while also alleging negligence
on the part of the crew. Cruise operator Mahesh

the passengers by shouting instructions and
helped them navigate their way towards the
shore by throwing ropes. About half an hour la-

We have never been responsible for giving
instructions before passengers come on
board, and nobody ever told us it was
required. We have been operating the cruise
for years.

ney and it got stormy all of a sudden. As the
winds grew stronger, | started turning back the
vessel but two back-to-back strong waves hit the
vessel and it started overturning mid-turn. Be-
fore that I had asked the boatman to distribute
the jackets kept in a storeroom,” says Patel, a re-
sident of Ghullapaat village near the dam.

Patel joined the Boat Club as a boatman in
2009 and has been operating the cruise since
2014 after becoming an Assistant Skipper. “We
have never been responsible for giving instruc-
tions before passengers come on board, and no-
body ever told us it was required. We have been
operating the cruise for years, and this has been
the standard practice,” he says.

The boatman, Gond, says everyone was in a
panic. He says he was trying to calm the passen-
gers and distribute life jackets. “There was very
little time so we did whatever we could,” he says.

A of boatmen and operators from the
Bargi Boat Club also submitted a complaint to Ja-
balpur Collector Raghvendra Singh saying that
the confusion in the number of passengers is of-
ten caused by VIPs and their guests who come
without tickets, and that there were some on-
board that day as well.

Dismantling the vessel

Several questions have also been raised about
the vessel’s condition and whether it was fit to
sail in adverse weather. Survivors have criticised
the authorities’ decision to dismantle it just days
after the tragedy and before the investigation
was completed, raising suspicions about the
possible loss of crucial evidence.

A twin-hull catamaran cruise boat, the vessel
was purchased in 2006 from a Hyderabad-based
firm which has also been responsible for its
maintenance and repair. It had a capacity of 90
passengers, according to officials. Its dismantled
wreckage now lies on the shore.

Authorities, however, have denied both alle-
gations, stating that the mechanical parts of the

when clouds gathered over the Jabal- | We managed | Patel and boatman Chhotalal Gond are facing | ter, as the first responders from the Boat Clubar- | cruise remain at the site and that the investiga-
pur sky anda light breeze swept through the city | 1o get life the most ire as survivors allege that they were of | rived, he along with a few others jumped into | tion team will carry out a thorough inspection.
that n, people pl outings to near- jackets but “no help” during the tragedy. the cold water wearing life jackets, along with Singh says,"It is a 17-18 tonne vessel. It had be-
by parks and lakes. ik s Bk They also allege that the passengers were not | the rescuers. come heavier due to water. It was broken so that

Several families decided to head to the Bargi given any instructions before the ride on how to “When we spotted a man [Riyaz] stuck under | it could be moved from there."
dam reservoir on the Narmada river, about 40 | €nough. respond in case of an emergency, and that there | the ship, two locals and I entered the water with Rajendra Nigam, a retired Indian Navy Com-
kilometres from jabalpur For nearly three de- | Therewere | were no jackets for children. the rescuers. We used some of our construction | mander, working with MPSTDC as an advisor for
cades, this has been a popular destination for lo- | no Julius explains what happened when the sit- | tools to break that part of the ship and got him | water and adventure tourism, says some
cals and tourists alike. Boat and cruise rides are | insf i “Pradeep and ddistri- | out,” he says. thought there would still be a few bodies
operated by the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism | The buting life jackets to the passengers. There was traj in the vessel's bays or some of its +
Development Corporation (MPSTDC) at the Bar- | a,chorities no help from the crew. Some people could not | A challenging operation “That is why they checked it completely to be
gi Boat Club. . get jackets, while some could not wear them | While rescuing the survivors was challenging snre. he says.

“1 have been going there for more than 20 c:mnn(]uq _ | properly. Since we could not find a kids-sized | enough due to persisting winds, high waves, and also says that the vessel was undergo-
years and my family loves boating and going on | throwjackets | fycrer, my daughter covered Trishaan in her | the overturned cruise that had trapped some, | ing e regularly with the last one tak-
cruise rides,” says 72-year-old Riyaz Hussain Say- | atusat the Jjacket. I got out to look for a way to escape, but | recovering the bodies proved to be a tougher | ing place in 2024. “Its life had increased by 10
yed. “Whenever | have family or friends visiting, | last minute. before I could return, the boat overturned and | task. It forced the authorities to carry out | years after the last repair. There was no techni-

1 take them there.” T Marina and my wife got stuck in the lower por- | searches in large areas of the reservoir for nearly | cal or mechanical fault with the vessel. The

Sayyed's latest cruise ride, however, has left | SisterofNectusoni | tion of it.” three days until the last body was found on May | cruise mq been designed by the certified
him with trauma that he says will stay with him "*:y'““""' Rakhi Soni, 41, lost her sister, Neetu Soni, 43, | 3 mornis naval architects at the National Ship Design and

forever. That windy afternoon, as passengers
were enjoying the change in weather, a storm
suddenly intensified and huge waves lashed
against the boat, which capsized within minutes.
Sayyed watched helplessly as his 66-year-old
wife, Reshma, disappeared into the water. His
daughter’s mother-in-law, Shamim Zaidi, 68, al-
so died. “1 just waited for death quietly. I heard a
man’s voice on the other side of the boat. He was
also trying to get out, but he soon became si-
lent,” he recalls.

Clinging to a small grill, Sayyed managed to
breathe through a narrow gap for more
than four hours, surrounded by violent

water and an eerie darkness.
He began shouting when he saw lights
towards the shore and was rescued more
than an hour later by construction workers

Jabalpur 14 officials, who had to break part of the

vessel to reach him.

Of the 39 passengers and two crew members
who embarked on the last cruise ride that day
around 5.20 p.m., 13 people, including eight wo-
men and four children, drowned. The rest were
rescued by workers of a nearby private construc-
tion company, along with rescue teams that ar-
rived shortly after. The incident occurred about

and her four-year-old nephew, Viraj. Seven
members of the family, all residents of Jabal-
pur’s Kotwali area, had gone for an outing to ex-
perience the breezy weather. Viraj's body was
found on the last day of the search operation on

“We kept hoping and praying that he might
have somehow reached the shore and been res-
cued by locals, but that hope was eventually
shattered,” says Rakhi. “My sister had separated
from her husband and was working at a private
bank to support her child. She wanted him to
become an Air Force pilot and had enrolled him
inan Army school.”

Rakhi also says that there was no immediate
help from the Boat Club or any authorities, and
that she along with many others swam about
100-150 m to reach the shore. “Some locals and
construction workers kept guiding us by yelling.
“They told us how to move our arms and legs to
help us swim. We managed to get life jackets but
that was not enough. There were no instruc-
tions. The authorities cannot just throw jackets
at us at the last minute,” she says.

Ramzan Sheikh, 22, a migrant labourer from
Wesl Bengal's Murshi , was among the first

the sinking vessel from a construction site

The rescue operation involved special divers
of the Indian Army, called in from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Agra and Telangana's Hyderabad; person-
nel of the National Disaster Response Force and
State Disaster Emergency Response Force; local
police and home guard; as well as local fisher-
men. Heavy machinery and equipment such as
cranes and excavators were used to pull the ves-
sel out of the water and look for people trapped
under it.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
deployed ministers and senior officials to over-
see search and rescue efforts. He visited the spot
on May 1and ordered a high-level investigation
into the incident. He formed a four-member
committee, headed by the Additional Chief Se-
cretary (Home), and directed it to submit its re-
port within 15 days. The State and Unie

Research Centre, Visakhapatnam,” he explains.

Nigam adds that the assistant skippers and
the boatmen working on the vessel received
training at the National Institute of Water Sports
in Goa every two years. “But this was an unpre-
cedented situation. Nobody could do much,” he
says.

Lack of protocols and enforcement
Adventure tourism activities in the State are go-
verned by the tourism department, based on the
Indian Adventure Tourism Guidelines, 2018, of
the Adventure Tour Operators Association of In-
dia, approved by the Union Ministry of Tourism.

Under the subhead for river cruising, section
26.9 mandales that a cumpmhenswe safety
briefing must be given on g the vessel
where all drills are

ments also announced financial assistance for
the victims’ families, while Yadav said that work-
ers and locals who assisted in the rescue would
be rewarded.

The services of cruise operator Assistant
Skipper Patel and boatman Gond, who were on-
board, as well as ticket counter in-charge Brijen-
dra, were terminated for negligence during and
after the tragedy. Sunil Maravi, manager of Hotel

monstrated. Pictorial demonstrations, usage of
life vests, muster stations for boarding lifeboats
etc must be explained in detail”.

Madhya Pradesh is yet to form and notify its
own rules for inland vessels operations despite
the Inland Vessels Act, to promote economical
and safe transportation and trade through in-
land waters, being passed in Parliament in 2021.
Kerala, Gujarat, and Goa, among others, have

100 metres from the shore. near the shore. “A colleague was shooting a vi- | Maikal Resort and Bargi Boat Club, was also sus- | their own rules.
deo of the dam when he spotted the ship. We im- | pended for negligence, while MPSTDC regional |  Officials say that before forming its own rules,
Trapped beneath the river mediately reached the shoreline (marked by a | manager Sanjay Malhotra was attached to the | Madhya Pradesh needs to establish a maritime

Over the past week, several videos of the inci-
dent have emerged online, providing glimpses
of the tragedy. One clip captures the moments
just before the boat overturned, with two men
learing open life jacket packets while others re-
‘main inside an already flooding cabin. Another
shows survivors ﬂoaung in the water, trying to
reach the shore ami

Survivors and officials say that those who
managed to jump out of the cruise from the
deck or through windows survived the tragedy,
while most of the passengers trapped beneath
the vessel died, as the life jackets were unable to
bring them to the surface.

Marina Messi, 39, along with her husband
Pradeep, two children — Siya and Trishaan —
and her parents had come to Jabalpur from the
Delhi cantonment area to attend a family func-
tion on April 29. Before their return, they decid-
ed to take the cruise. Three members of the fa-
mily are dead: Marina’s mother Madhu Messi,
62; Marina, who was found trapped beneath the
vessel in a life jacket, and her four-year-old son
Trishaan, whom she was embracing.

Julius Messi, Marina’s sﬁ&year-old father, says,
“Everything transpired within minutes so n
dy had time to react.”

Most families have expressed anger over the

cliff about 25 feet high) but we had no clue what
10 do. The weather was really bad,” he says.
Ramzan and his colleagues initially guided

headquarters and a departmental inquiry was
initiated against him. The operations at the boat
club remain suspended.

Alocal court in Jabalpur took suo-motu cogni-
zance of the tragedy. Taking note of media re-
ports that alleged that Patel “abandoned” the
passengers and escaped, the court directed the
Tocal police to lodge a case against him and oth-
er concerned persons.

Officials also say that a lack of communication
from the crew and the ticket counter in-charge
after the tragedy led to confusion during the res-
cue efforts. “After getting out of water, they did
not inform the authorities about the number of
passengers onboard,” says a senior government
official. “A total of 29 tickets were sold for the
ride, and 10 others were allowed as complimen-
tary entries. While this is the standard practice
for children, the lack of communication led to
confusion during the rescue operation. We only
calculated the actual numbers by looking at
CCTV footage.”

On May 7, officials of the district administra-

tion recorded the statements of the survivors,

eyewitnesses and the crew, as part of the Chief

Minister-ordered investigation.
Patel denies all

L
few minutes before the tragedy. AM. FARUQUI

the ch: and claims that he
was the last one to jump out of the cruise.
“There were no winds when we started the jour-

board. “There have been discussions on the
matter but a consensus is yet to be reached
about whether it will be governed by the tourism
or transport department. The matter has been
mainly stuck due to this," says an official. Nigam
says the process is now expected to accelerate in
the wake of the tragedy and that the rules
“should be framed within six months.”

Experts blame lack of enforcement of rules
and guidelines for slow responses and lack of
preparedness during such incidents.

N. Unni, former director of the Inland Water-
ways Authority of lndla. szys that in several
countries, a detailg latory instruction
session is conducled before they let you on-
board. “This is missing in our country,” he says.

He also questions the formation of probe
committees or judicial commissions in the after-
math of such tragedies. “How will a judicial com-
mission or an official committee probe a techni-

their pmbe for years and the issue is forgotten

unless another tragedy occurs. We need expens
ing the c:

need governments, both Central and State, w

act seriously on their recommendations to pre-

vent such incidents in future,” he says.

mehul malpani@thehindu.co.in

09M. Nightmare on the Narmada

THET I §:FaceT

e Ofthe 41 passengers and crew members onboard a cruise vessel on the Narmada River, 13
died when it capsized during a violent storm in the Bargi Dam reservoir on April 30.
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STHET oTEY TR Ueh 3hot Ul H HAR 41 IITIAT 3R =Tereh &of o HeEAT & & 13 T Hld g1 378 e 30
379l 2T SN AT STERIT 3 TIof [hIeT & GNTeT T8 Folc 1T

The tourism department-operated cruise had been carrying families seeking respite from the
summer heat.

TeT Tq8TIT SaRT HTid JE ool I & TGl Uled 31T TRART Y e SIT T6T AT

Mehul Malpani reports on the tragedy in Jabalpur and the questions it has raised over safety
protocols and preparedness for inland vessel operations.

ﬁgﬁnﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁmmmﬁgmﬂmawmw
3 Tarell W RAEE B

April 30 was a sweltering summer day in Madhya Pradesh, with the temperature crossing 40
degrees Celsius.

30 37T AET w2 & #iwor et 1 feeT AT, ST argHT 40 i Afeaag ¥ 318 8 arar am|

So, when clouds gathered over the Jabalpur sky and a light breeze swept through the city
that afternoon, people planned outings to nearby parks and lakes.

3AfAT SI9 38 SIUe SITAYR o HHHATT A dleel BIV R goht gar =ell, Al o9l o TR & dreht
3R 3ol 7 gHet 1 AreteTr S|

Several families decided to head to the Bargi dam reservoir on the Narmada river, about 40
kilometres from Jabalpur.

S TRART o STAeTYT W SIT87T 40 FoholiIex gF AT el o U a3l arer STy Siiet h
ECINE R

For nearly three decades, this has been a popular destination for locals and tourists alike.
FAT I AT F TE TAT 91 3R gheahi & foIw e o Ta7eT T 2

Boat and cruise rides are operated by the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development
Corporation (MPSTDC) at the Bargi Boat Club.

TN e Fora 7 A7 3 ot HARY T FlTelel AT YU Ao d gdee s ferer (MPSTDC)
ZaRT R STaT ¥ |

“I have been going there for more than 20 years and my family loves boating and going on
cruise rides,” says 72-year-old Riyaz Hussain Sayyed.

72 ity Rearer giie 9 et €, A 20 Arer A 31T T Tl 51 @7 € 3R A IR
sAlepreT 3R ghot I IEE 1"

“Whenever | have family or friends visiting, | take them there.”

T 871 Y TR 1 &t 3t ¥, 3 58 et o T g1

Sayyed’s latest cruise ride, however, has left him with trauma that he says will stay with him
forever.

gTeiTTep, Te 3P 1ol <P ot ATAT F 3 QT JMTEITC ForelT & Y 37 31TR SaeTon Tgam|

That windy afternoon, as passengers were enjoying the change in weather, a storm suddenly
intensified and huge waves lashed against the boat, which capsized within minutes.

39 AT §aT dTell QT9E A SId AT ANHH & SeelTd FT 3Teic; of g U, T8 raTeTsh bl oot &1
AT 3R femTel FeX w7 & Tors, foed ag $o € ffeel & gefc a1

Sayyed watched helplessly as his 66-year-old wife, Reshma, disappeared into the water.
AE 7 3T BT SWT Toh 3eTehl 66 TSI Tealt YT TTelY F ae &Y S|

His daughter's mother-in-law, Shamim Zaidi, 68, also died.

SoTehl SET T A et AL, 68, T 8N Fog B TS|

“I just waited for death quietly. | heard a man’s voice on the other side of the boat. He was
also trying to get out, but he soon became silent,” he recalls.

agmaﬂﬁgtraﬁﬁ%, “H AT AT T AR T TET AT| Hol A7 o GERT R Teh AT T
3TTaTST Goit| a6 #1 aTgT Toieholel T HITRILT T TET AT, wHfeheT SToc; &1 SHeAT TS o6 81 TS |”

Clinging to a small grill, Sayyed managed to breathe through a narrow gap for more than four
hours, surrounded by violent water and an eerie darkness.
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Teh BIET Tl T Gehgeh JIE o IR 8¢ W 31T THT doh Tah Th B¢ T TiF off, e IRT
3R 3T 9T 3R ST 378RT AT

He began shouting when he saw lights towards the shore and was rescued more than an
hour later by construction workers and officials, who had to break part of the vessel to reach
him.

SIS Segiat fehelk 2hT 3T AL ST aiY Fereellar U foham 3R veh €ie diie; T AToT Hotggl
3Rt o 9id &1 fgear dlsea 3¢ aanaT|

Of the 39 passengers and two crew members who embarked on the last cruise ride that day
around 5.20 p.m., 13 people, including eight women and four children, drowned.

3 & ATH SIS 5:20 F¥ HTTH ool T IR FAR 39 ITTIT HX &Y ATefeh el o Hewdt J &
3776 Afge3it 3 IR st #fg 13 oot 59 77T

The rest were rescued by workers of a nearby private construction company, along with
rescue teams that arrived shortly after.

mmﬁwﬁwmﬁmm%mﬁﬁﬁ?mﬁ@maﬁ o g
The incident occurred about 100 metres from the shore.

T T fehelR & SITSHT 100 A1 g E5|

Trapped beneath the river

G & i A g

Over the past week, several videos of the incident have emerged online, providing glimpses
of the tragedy.

el IodTE 5T T & $s dSAT TS T 31T &, S 58 FHET ST ST fe@rd &

One clip captures the moments just before the boat overturned, with two men tearing open life
jacket packets while others remain inside an already flooding cabin.

Teh AT & AT Tole) ¥ Sk gl & T @IS & &, STgl &l oy oISt Sehe & Yehe @iel @ &
STafeh 37 TEe § el $1T e hided H HIS[G 8 |
Another shows survivors floating in the water, trying to reach the shore amid high waves.

o 31T AT 3 SRFRT S T S TR 5 ey Ty 3 2RY T AR e ey By Rrer
X fears &d 81

Survivors and officials say that those who managed to jump out of the cruise from the deck or
through windows survived the tragedy, while most of the passengers trapped beneath the
vessel died, as the life jackets were unable to bring them to the surface.

ST &< oleit 3R TRt o1 shgetl & o S olter Seh AT T&sfenal & agT Fhael #H ol 3@, &
I 91T, STafeh AT & ST FF 37T AT A Al 8 91 FAiF T8 Sihe 3¢ Tdg deb Tel
o Fehi |

Marina Messi, 39, along with her husband Pradeep, two children — Siya and Trishaan —

and her parents had come to Jabalpur from the Delhi cantonment area to attend a family
function on April 29.

39 auifar & A4, 3r9e afd wdi, aF At — R 3R Brena — T 319e ATar-far & @ 29
379l T Teh TRETS HARIE 7 AMHAST 84 & AT ool he &7 & STTaqR 317$ 2|

Before their return, they decided to take the cruise.

AT & TG 3e5ieT ool ATAT et T [0 For |

Three members of the family are dead: Marina’s mother Madhu Messi, 62; Marina, who was
found trapped beneath the vessel in a life jacket, and her four-year-old son Trishaan, whom
she was embracing.

aRaR & el FeEdt 1 Al g1 918 7 1 A 7 A, 62; AT, S A SAehe Tga A &
e Y e mmwmﬁuaﬂﬁwﬂ,msﬁﬁm&%ﬁmgmml
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Julius Messi, Marina’'s 65-year-old father, says, “Everything transpired within minutes so
nobody had time to react.”

FAT & 65 qf T Sferaw At Fgd €, "G F T & ATt 7 g 12, gafav e
gfafshar &ot ST THT 18T [Fe|”

Most families have expressed anger over the lack of preparedness on the cruise in the event
of an emergency, while also alleging negligence on the part of the crew.

3rfershTer IRERT & 3T U 7 shoot IR IR hr el 3R =TT eref T ATIRATET R AT
AT &

Cruise operator Mahesh Patel and boatman Chhotalal Gond are facing the most ire as
survivors allege that they were of “no help” during the tragedy.

ool HToleh HE Teol 3N A1Tdeh BISTATe M5 Ha 3Tk HTelreI=AT T HHAT Y ¢ & Fditeh
ST T AT 3R 91 @ & o TS & SR 3ot ‘IS Heg” g7 |

They also allege that the passengers were not given any instructions before the ride on how
to respond in case of an emergency, and that there were no jackets for children.

3ogiet I8 3T 3T =TT foF 13T A Ugel AT 1 39T AT & 71 F3aT1 §, SThT IS
ST o161 &1 318 3R Idt & oI answ Siehe &Y =1gr 2|

“We managed to get life jackets but that was not enough. There were no instructions. The
authorities cannot just throw jackets at us at the last minute.”

“TH TS Sehe et & Thol §'Uei|'&w1 g qATCT AET AT| IS A FET fow arw| 31fery 3nfady
AT A TG Sehe Heheht A FFART 8 78T X Hehd I”

Lack of protocols and enforcement

WreYler T Jreqaerer Y Fat

Adventure tourism activities in the State are governed by the tourism department, based on
the Indian Adventure Tourism Guidelines, 2018, of the Adventure Tour Operators
Association of India, approved by the Union Ministry of Tourism.

T H At Tied Afafaradr qdes [T ganrT Hdfeld T JTd 8, ST R Tsda
TRew feenfarder 2018 WX 3R §, oot IR TR & qdest Harerd o Ho{ & &1

Under the subhead for river cruising, section 26.9 mandates that a “comprehensive safety
briefing must be given on boarding the vessel where all emergency drills are
explained/demonstrated.”

AT ST & HATRT STURT 26.9 & IHTAR ‘Ui TR TGl FAY FIEJA G SATABRT &1 SATeAr
IR, Toras gafr 3aTaerTeleT 373018 gHeT 3R wefRia forw S|

Pictorial demonstrations, usage of life vests, muster stations for boarding lifeboats etc must
be explained in detail.

RraTcAs yedie, 8w Stehe &1 3T, eshale # gt & T 3711 &7 faee faavor fe=r
ST AR

Madhya Pradesh is yet to form and notify its own rules for inland vessels operations despite
the Inland Vessels Act being passed in Parliament in 2021.

AT YU o1 2021 H HHG GaNT $e7els IWeH Tae IR 81t & STds]g 31 deh e Sedld
Tt & forw 319s faget A7 s=re €

Kerala, Gujarat, and Goa, among others, have their own rules.

A, TSR 3R M7 Figel S Al & 39 gaA g

Experts blame lack of enforcement of rules and guidelines for slow responses and lack of
preparedness during such incidents.

Ty Y T3t & et el gfafsrar 3tk Sy fr el & forw AwEt 3k fgenfadert &
FHSAR JHeTdTell h FAFHER HTcl ¢ |
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e N. Unni, former director of the Inland Waterways Authority of India, says that in several
countries, a detailed and mandatory instruction session is conducted before passengers are
allowed onboard.

AR Fradefir STeaATt WIfeaor & g fReerh Ter. 3oeit hed ¢ fob &S oril 7 1T Y AR
et O Ul faeqa 3R iferard fader v 3manfara famar srar g1

e “This is missing in our country,” he says.

g FEd &, “BAR &2 F 3T HAT §1”
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EC publishes
Index Cards
for Assembly
elections

Sreeparna rabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Friday published Index
Cards and Statistical Re-
ports for the recently con-
cluded Assembly elections
in four States and one Un-
ion Territory.

According to data made
available in the public do-
main through the EC web-
site and the ECINET app,
total votes polled in West
Bengal were 6,38,42,843,
of which 6,32,58,138 were
valid. In Assam, the corres-
ponding figures were
2,16,84,656 and
2,13,97,936.

The turnout of women
voters in West Bengal was
93.8%, slightly higher than
the 92.06% for men. In As-
sam, women’s turnout was
recorded at 86.53%, margi-
nally exceeding the 84.95%
of men.

Tamil Nadu polled
4,93,80,958 votes and
4,91,24,329 were valid,
while in Kerala,
2,16,30,208 votes were
polled and 2,14,71,988
were valid. Women voters
recorded a turnout of
86.2% in Tamil Nadu, high-
er than the 83.77% among
men.

In Kerala, women voter
participation stood at
81.17% as against 74.9%
among men.

The Union Territory of
Puducherry saw 8,66,932
votes being cast, of which
8,59,506 were valid.

NOTA option

The percentage of voters
opting for ‘None of the
Above’ (NOTA) was the
highest in Assam at 1.23%
and lowest in Tamil Nadu
at 0.4%.

This round of Assembly
elections also saw exten-
sive mobilisation of electo-
ral infrastructure. West
Bengal had the highest
number of polling stations
at 85,092, followed by Ta-
mil Nadu with 75,064 and
Assam with 31,490.

The Index Cards contain
data across multiple di-
mensions, such as candi-
dates, electors, votes
polled, votes counted, par-
ty-wise and candidate-wise
votes polled, etc.
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09M. EC publishes Index Cards for Assembly elections
EC o faererasi garal & faw Index Cards yaifYa fvw

e The Election Commission on Friday published Index Cards and
Statistical Reports for the recently concluded Assembly elections in four States
and one Union Territory.

Election Commission & Y[shaR I §Tel & H Hdeel TR Tl 3R Teh che LME
S & TAUT=THeT Yardi & fIT Index Cards 3R Statistical Reports FehrfRreT
Eayl

e According to data made available in the public domain through the EC
website and the ECINET app, total votes polled in West Bengal were
6,38,42,843, of which 6,32,58,138 were valid.

EC website 3R ECINET app & ATCIH & Aldifelch 31 H 3TASE FHT T
317ehsT & 3TTAR, West Bengal & &l 6,38,42,843 dlc 3Tl 31T, fSiatal &
6,32,58,138 J¢T |

e In Assam, the corresponding figures were 2,16,84,656 and 2,13,97,936.

Assam # HafOd 313 2,16,84,656 31X 2,13,97,936 21

e The turnout of women voters in West Bengal was 93.8%, slightly higher
than the 92.06% for men.

West Bengal # Afgel AT 1 HeTT FicId 93.8% 2T, Sif T¥ST & 92.06%
T oieT 3 |

e In Assam, women’s turnout was recorded at 86.53%, marginally
exceeding the 84.95% of men.

Assam & G 1 HeAeTeT FlcTerd 86.53% ot TR a1, St T8 & 84.95% &

21vsT 31fRes 2|

e Tamil Nadu polled 4,93,89,958 votes and 4,91,24,329 were valid, while
in Kerala, 2,16,30,208 votes were polled and 2,14,71,988 were valid.

Tamil Nadu # 4,93,89,958 gl 3Tol 91T 3 4,91,24,329 34 &, S«Th Kerala 7

2,16,30,208 dIe 3ToY 1T 3iX 2,14,71,988 3T A

e Women voters recorded a turnout of 86.2% in Tamil Nadu, higher than
the 83.77% among men.

Tamil Nadu & AT ATl & Aders faerd 86.2% IgT, a’rgm%aksm?%
T 3Tk 21|

e In Kerala, women voter participation stood at 81.17% as against 74.9%
among men.

Kerala & AT AdGIAT HENGRT 81.17% &, aaﬁ:gw”rﬁag 74.9% Y|

e The Union Territory of Puducherry saw 8,66,932 votes being cast, of
which 8,59,506 were valid.

e, QMTAT US2r Puducherry 3 8,66,932 gl 3ot 31T, ToeTd § 8,59,506 J¢T |

NOTA option
NOTA fa&ea

e The percentage of voters opting for ‘None of the Above’ (NOTA) was
the highest in Assam at 1.23% and lowest in Tamil Nadu at 0.4%.

‘None of the Above’ (NOTA) fhed Teiel el HAGTI3N T TTcTered Assam &
Fa& 317 1.23% 3R Tamil Nadu & T8 HF 0.4% 2T

e This round of Assembly elections also saw extensive mobilisation of electoral infrastructure.

fareTerare gaTat o 56 X073 AT JIAATT G T SATTF aArel o7 S&r TS|
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e West Bengal had the highest number of polling stations at 85,092, followed by Tamil Nadu
with 75,064 and Assam with 31,490.

West Bengal # Ter 311 85,092 AdGI hg &, 58 a1g Tamil Nadu # 75,064 3K Assam
# 31,490 HdGHT &g |

e The Index Cards contain data across multiple dimensions, such as candidates, electors,
votes polled, votes counted, party-wise and candidate-wise votes polled, etc.

Index Cards & 3FHCaRl, A3, 3Tl aTT alel, s 37T giel, goar 3R 3FHcarRaR aler
afgd 3 AT § &I 31 nfae B

GS Paper Il: Governance 01 May 2026
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NITI Aayog flags low student retention, learning outcomes

NITI Aayog & & BT gfauror 3k Hraar & aRomat w Rar sarg

09M

The elephant in India’s dataroom

R & 3T H&T A FIH 937 AT 92T

NITI Aayog flags low
student retention,
learning outcomes

aalgl !Iore:!a

NEW DELHI

A decadal analysis of In-
dia’s school education sys-
tem by NITI Aayog reveals
that while India has
achieved a near-universal
access to school at the
primary level, it faces chal-
lenges in retaining students
at the secondary level.
There is also a persistent
crisis in achieving learning
outcomes.

The report, titled
“School education system
in India — temporal analy-
sis and policy roadmap for
quality  Enhancement”,
highlights the “pyramid”
problem.

The education system
currently resembles a
sharp pyramid, housing
1471 lakh schools and
24.69 crore students.

High rate

While the country boasts
7.3 lakh primary schools,
that number plummets to
1.64 lakh at the higher se-
condary level.

Four out of every 10 chil-
dren who enter the system
drop out before completing
higher secondary
education.

“This structural frag-
mentation means only
5.4% of schools offer a con-
tinuous  journey from
Grade 1 to 12. For the vast
majority of students, mov-
ing up through the grades
requires changing institu-
tions multiple times — a
hurdle that contributes to a
steep attrition rate,” the re-
port said. “This fragmenta-
tion without any esta-
blished linkage between
schools for transitioning re-
quires students to shift
schools at key stages, de-
pending on local availabili-
ty, which further contri-
butes to declining
retention rates and limits
the likelihood of progres-
sion to higher stages of
education.”

To add to this, close to
7,993 schools across the
country reported zero stu-
dent enrolment, with the
highest numbers seen in
West Bengal (3,812) and Te-

langana (2,245). “While
these schools appear oper-
ational in administrative re-
cords, they no longer serve
any student population.
‘These schools, despite zero
enrolment, continue to re-
ceive financial and human
resources due to the lack of
updating of records, show-
ing the difference between
on-ground reality and plan-
ning,” the report said.

‘Composite schools

The report recommends
“cylindrical” schooling to
fix the “leaky pipeline” of
student dropouts, which
involves creating compo-
site  schools that cover
Grades 112 under one roof.
The report points to the
fact that the Right to Edu-
cation Act ends at age 14,
leaving families to bear the
costs of tuition, books, and
transport ~ for  older
children.

The report highlights
that according to UDISE+
2024-25, 1.19 lakh schools
lack access to functional
electricity.

Access to water and hy-
giene facilities is also incon-
sistent. The share of
schools with drinking wa-
ter facilities has increased

from 96.5% in 2014 to 99%

in 2025, but 14,505 schools
still lack functional water
sources, and nearly 59,829
lack hand-washing facili-
ties, compromising student
health and hygiene.

The report pointed out
that in October 2025, the
Education Ministry an-
nounced that Al and Com-
putational Thinking will be
introduced from Grade 3.
However, the report warns
that without ethical frame-
works and better teacher
training, an over-reliance
on Al could “diminish inde-
pendent thinking” in youn-
ger learners.

Despite high enrolment,
reading proficiency in
Grade 8 has dropped. In
2014, 74.7% of Grade 8 stu-
dents could read a Grade 2
text; by 2024, that figure
fell to 71.1%. In mathemat-
ics, only 45.8% of Grade 8
students can solve a basic
division problem.

09M. NITI Aayog flags low student retention, learning
outcomes

NITI Aayog o %& S IiaemIor 3T Hr@st & aRomat )
rar srarg

e A decadal analysis of India’s school education system by NITI
Aayog reveals that while India has achieved a near-universal access to
school at the primary level, it faces challenges in retaining students at
the secondary level.

NITI Aayog EaRT R I Fehell FRIGT YU & GRehs & [a2eIvor & gar
eI & o IR TR O R F oTeteT AsiifAeh faemery age grieres
Y ol &, eHfehet ATEATHR TR I BT Y AT I & Al erdt 7 F1HeAT
@&

e There is also a persistent crisis in achieving learning outcomes.
m*mmmﬁaﬁmmm@m

e The repor, titled “School education system in India —
temporal analysis and policy roadmap for quality Enhancement”,
highlights the “pyramid” problem.

“School education system in India — temporal analysis and policy

roadmap for quality Enhancement” 2fi¥& arelr Rale o “Rafas”
HHET & 390K fHATE

e The education system currently resembles a sharp pyramid,
housing 14.71 lakh schools and 24.69 crore students.

R8T JoTTely aiHeT 7 T g Rfas ol fewdh &, o 14.71 arw
el 3N 24.69 FA3 B ATAA &1

High rate
JTIX

e While the country boasts 7.3 lakh primary schools, that
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number plummets to 1.64 lakh at the higher secondary level.
STeT g2 # 7.3 e yra A fagamed §, 981 3 AreafAs T 9T Ig H&AT 9 1.64 A9 1§

AT B

e Four out of every 10 children who enter the system drop out before completing higher
secondary education.

TR 3 T3 e ITel X 10 7 I 4 I 307 AT R T8 ot § Tt & ¢S D15 &t
gl

e “This structural fragmentation means only 5.4% of schools offer a continuous journey from
Grade 1to 12.

“SH TIeATcHS [aES T Hclold § Toh sheel 5.4% Tl 61 el 1 ¥ 12 Teh T 18T e
A B

e For the vast majority of students, moving up through the grades requires changing institutions
multiple times — a hurdle that contributes to a steep attrition rate,” the report said.

TR BT & [T HETI3T H 3T TG & GNIT s TR Fhol Seelell ISl & — TG Teh THT Te
€ ST 359 SMU3T3C &Y A ANTETT ¢t §,” RO & gt |

e “This fragmentation without any established linkage between schools for transitioning requires
students to shift schools at key stages, depending on local availability, which further
contributes to declining retention rates and limits the likelihood of progression to higher stages
of education.”

“Tpoil o sl el T Ty & 91T T faTseT STl sl TUTHAT 3Telstrdl & YR T
HEAYUT TN & Tehel Teelel o [oIT AT T &, Torad FIAERoT a3 wed & AR 3o R
F T TG Y HIEAT A & S 17

e To add to this, close to 7,993 schools across the country reported zero student enrolment,
with the highest numbers seen in West Bengal (3,812) and Telangana (2,245).

S 37T, I H oIaT$aT 7,993 TFhell H e O AHhe] Gof TehdT a1, TITal Had 3iferen
TEAT West Bengal (3,812) 3R Telangana (2,245) # &T|

o “While these schools appear operational in administrative records, they no longer serve any
student population.
“glelifeh I Fepel TRMATIe Repls 7 Fanferd fe@ms & &, AfeheT 319 ST IS 1T w61 ToaTT|

e These schools, despite zero enrolment, continue to receive financial and human resources
due to the lack of updating of records, showing the difference between on-ground reality and
planning,” the report said.

I ATHI o STd[G & Fohel RIS ITST 7 Blel o HROT faeiiar 3R AT HATET HIe it
@A &, S STl ghierd 3R ANSTAT & ot 3iaT Y g2ifar §,” RO & ahgr I

Composite schools

TAfRd faearea

e The report recommends “cylindrical” schooling to fix the “leaky pipeline” of student dropouts,
which involves creating composite schools that cover Grades 1-12 under one roof.

R BT T3 T “eNehl TSl T Sreh it & Tov “FAfcifgaer” Fepelr TRI&T T FAwIReT
Tl &, [oTaH &7 1 ¥ 12 dF & FAfhd faearea teh & od & oI g1 S|

e The report points to the fact that the Right to Education Act ends at age 14, leaving families
to bear the costs of tuition, books, and transport for older children.

RAlE 5@ g 1 3R SURT &Yl & & Right to Education Act 14 @ T 37T O FHTS &1
S1ar g, Fod 93 STt i g, fharet 3R aRaga F1 @<t aRart #t 3a&r ggarg|

e The report highlights that according to UDISE+ 2024-25, 1.19 lakh schools lack access to
functional electricity.
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RalE & dqram a1 & & UDISE+ 2024-25 & 3], 1.19 ARG THeil 3 SHrelier fastelr
SIERIE R

Access to water and hygiene facilities is also inconsistent.

el AR Faeaar FIaenit T a5 # 3 &

The share of schools with drinking water facilities has increased from 96.5% in 2014 to 99%
in 2025, but 14,505 schools still lack functional water sources, and nearly 59,829 lack hand-
washing facilities, compromising student health and hygiene.

ditet & ITefY BT e atel Tehell 1 TTcIid 2014 7 96.5% & TG 2025 F 99% &1 1T &, olfehet
378t 81 14,505 Fell 3 Ml STt AN LT & 3R ST 59,829 Tfeil H GTY &Y hr Frayerr

JAET E, TOTT oEl & TaEeY 3R TaTadt W 3 9T gl

The report pointed out that in October 2025, the Education Ministry announced that Al and
Computational Thinking will be introduced from Grade 3.

RatE 3 s ara fo 3rgar 2025 # Education Ministry & €ISoTT &1 o o e 3 & Al and

Computational Thinking & T STTaf|

However, the report warns that without ethical frameworks and better teacher training, an
over-reliance on Al could “diminish independent thinking” in younger learners.

grenifer, AT Idamaeh &t § fop aAfas o 3R Sgax Rrares afaror & foer Al R srcafes
v o RieznRiat # “adT B #1 7 FT T &1

Despite high enrolment, reading proficiency in Grade 8 has dropped.

3T AHIheT & dTaele Grade 8 # Ugs! #hi gaidT Tl g

In 2014, 74.7% of Grade 8 students could read a Grade 2 text; by 2024, that figure fell to
71.1%.

2014 #, Grade 8 & 74.7% B3 Grade 2 &I UTS Ug Tehd &; 2024 deh g 3Tehal Tea 71.1%
g AT

In mathematics, only 45.8% of Grade 8 students can solve a basic division problem.

IO H Shdol 45.8% Grade 8 BTF Ueh ATHT HT3T T T2T §ol I Tehdl o
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The elephant in India’s data room

s another session of Parliament has
A ended, a familiar pattern was visible on

the floor of the House. Members of
Parliament who rose to ask questions, performing
one of Parliament’s most important
accountability functions. Yet, a large share of
these questions have followed/follow a
predictable format, such as asking how many
schools have functional toilets, how many
pensions were disbursed in a given year, or how
many beneficiaries received a particular scheme.

While these questions address important
public concerns, the information they seek
should ideally and already exist in the public
domain in a clear, standardised, and easily
accessible format.

An analysis of the parliamentary questions
asked during the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) on
youth employment found that a large share
sought such basic facts. This reflects a far deeper
reality that India’s data system is fragmented and
lacks interoperability. The elephant in the room,
rarely acknowledged in such debates, is data
standardisation, without which even the most
ambitious policy visions risk being built on
shifting sands.

Anatomy of the problem
In the National Data and Analytics Platform vision
document released by NITI Aayog, it was
observed that India’s data ecosystem remains
incoherent, with Ministries and government
departments failing to use shared standards for
common indicators and even defining basic
attributes such as time period and region
inconsistently. India today generates more data
than ever before, yet abundance does not equate
to usability. Data collected by individual
Ministries for their own programmes often
cannot be integrated seamlessly, making
consolidation a laborious and error-prone task.
According to a NITI Aayog report released in
June 2025, welfare programme databases often
list the same beneficiary multiple times, leading

Abhishek Sharma

Senior policy and
political researcher

India must
ensure data
standardisation
for better
governance
outcomes

to fiscal leakages that inflate spending by 4%-7%
annually. Recent government data clean-ups
highlight the potential savings from addressing
such inefficiencies. Notably, deleting 17.1 million
ineligible names from the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was expected
to save ¥90 billion in FY2024, while removing 35
million bogus LPG connections could save 3210
billion over two years, and eliminating 16 million
fake ration cards may save around %100 billion
annually.

These inefficiencies have significant policy
implications. In the health sector, for instance,
studies show that childhood tuberculosis cases
are recorded separately in the Health
Management Information System, the disease
surveillance network, and immunisation
registries, often resulting in the same patient
being counted multiple times. Such duplication
creates conflicting estimates, often leaving
decision-makers uncertain and leading some to
disregard data altogether in favour of anecdote or
political expediency.

Beyond policy implications, these weaknesses
also carry perception and economic costs. In the
Global Innovation Index 2024, India had missing
data for two indicators and outdated data for
eight, with several relying on figures more than a
year old.

Without coordinated methodologies, such
indices both mask real performance and expose
gaps in inter-agency coordination. In economic
terms, the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development estimates that
improving public-sector data availability and
sharing could add up to 1.5% of GDP, rising to
2.5% if private-sector data is included. In other
words, the cost of poor data governance lies not
only in misinformed decisions but also in
squandered economic potential.

Common standard for data
The solution to the inefficiencies can be seen
under the National Data Governance Framework

09M. The elephant in India’s data room

HR & 3T HaT A FIQ F37 AHAGET 2T

Policy (NDGFP), where the proposed India Data
Management Office (IDMO) has the potential to be
the keystone of reform by developing and
enforcing common rules, standards, guidelines
and protocols for data across all Ministries and
States. However, the IDMO needs to be
empowered with real authority to set binding
standards, audit compliance, and resolve
disputes over definitions and methodologies
across Ministries. Otherwise, the inefficiencies
will persist.

In addition, alignment with global statistical
frameworks such as the UN’s System of National
Accounts for economic indicators, and
harmeonising them within a National Statistical
Standards Manual could unify definitions and
practices nationwide.

Most of all, India’s open data platform,
“data.gov.in”, should be scaled up into a
centralised, schema-consistent repository that
serves both public availability of information and
internal needs. Ministries must upload datasets in
standardised formats regularly, enabling
parliamentarians to access real-time, district-level

figures.

As a benchmark

Finally, institutionalising accountability will be
key to sustaining progress. NITI Aayog’s Data
Governance Quality Index should be an annual
benchmark, tied to performance reviews and
incentives for Ministries and States, as healthy
competition on data quality can drive change as
powerfully as economic competition.

Data standardisation is often minimised as a
technical exercise, but it is in fact the grammar of
governance that a nation aspiring to become a $5
trillion economy needs to get right. Addressing
the elephant in the data room means committing
to the standards, systems and stewardship that
will make India’s data fit for purpose, and fit for
the future.

The views expressed are personal

e As another session of Parliament ended, a familiar pattern was visible on the floor of the

House.

S &1 HWE T e 3R AT TAC 31T, el & geel W Toh IR ygfr fewrg &

o Members of Parliament who rose to ask questions, performing one of Parliament’s most
important accountability functions.

e 93 IO & o0 T3 U, S TG & Had Hged(uT Srararag! Hae Frdt &  Teh 1 feldeet

gl

e Yet, alarge share of these questions have followed a predictable format, such as asking how
many schools have functional toilets, how many pensions were disbursed in a given year, or
how many beneficiaries received a particular scheme.

TOT 81, 3o TR T Teh T3T 3197 AT A TIEY T IHTEROT AT T6T 8, ST FE 0T foh Foheiad
facarerat & wrbefier ettaraa §, fonelt o 7 forastt deret faafka fr o138, 3ryar e faQw e
T T8 oot et st oot g3|

e While these questions address important public concerns, the information they seek should
ideally already exist in the public domain in a clear, standardised, and easily accessible

format.

AT A 9ol Hgea ol STAGIHRI T e 8, fohe] Sofoh eaRT #H[IAT 318 STAehiT JTeel &9 &
Ugel U E1 W1 oieh 817 7 FUSC, AlTehlhd Ul Hgol §U A 3TcTst YIKT H Al[g glell 13Tl
e An analysis of the parliamentary questions asked during the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) on

youth employment found that a large share sought such basic facts.
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178t SYFHHT (2019-24) & SR FaT ASTAR § FTT IS 3T HHEIT F2=AT oh FALATT F AT

BT o 3oTehT Uk 5T #1197 O 3T 2T & Hafere Tl

o This reflects a far deeper reality that India’s data system is fragmented and lacks
interoperability.
TG T Fgl AT I AEATaehdT I G2ITAT & Toh AR T 3T YoTrelt fa@f3d § a2r 399 3iar-
HATAAIAT ST IHG g

e The elephant in the room, rarely acknowledged in such debates, is data standardisation,
without which even the most ambitious policy visions risk being built on shifting sands.

AT 988 H 9T I9TAT gE 92T T2 22T AR &, FoTes foa1 37 d Agearenial Afaera
gfeaIoT 8 31fFT 3R oX fAfAT gl 1 @A 3o1d §

Anatomy of the problem
FHET HY FIGAT

e |Inthe National Data and Analytics Platform vision document released by NITI Aayog, it
was observed that India’s data ecosystem remains incoherent, with Ministries and
government departments failing to use shared standards for common indicators and even
defining basic attributes such as time period and region inconsistently.

A AT CART AR AT 32T US TAATETHH CACHIA o GEATdS 7 TG HTellched [l
w%mﬁhwﬁmﬁmaﬁﬁé,aﬁmwmﬁmw
Hehclehl B TS HIeTeh! T STLNT Flel 3 fahel Tg  TUT WHT Hafer 3R 84 SIA Fefeqe Hrofehl
T oY 3T & I IR et B

e India today generates more data than ever before, yet abundance does not equate to
usability.
37TST HRCT TGl T Jolell & el 31TeIeh ST Seleed il &, Tohec] 1T &1 31 UG 77T

gl

e Data collected by individual Ministries for their own programmes often cannot be integrated
seamlessly, making consolidation a laborious and error-prone task.

TfSieeT FATERIT SaRT 3TA-370eT FANSTATHT 8] Hehfold SeT T YT: Tgl T H Tehlehe 6l fohal
ST FeheT, TSI TdeheT I Gishar sAaTey Td Ffeqol a1 Sl g1

e According to a NITI Aayog report released in June 2025, welfare programme databases
often list the same beneficiary multiple times, leading to fiscal leakages that inflate spending
by 4%-7% annually.

STeT 2025 # STy Ay 3mrer i Rl & 3TaR, FHeATUhRT ASTA131 & Sered H T: Teh &
T T AT F$ IR T BIdT &, Taw AT RATT 3c0e 8IaT & 3R 77 & gfaay 4%-7%

TR T Jafer &1 el ¢

e Recent government data clean-ups highlight the potential savings from addressing such
inefficiencies.

gTeT 1 & TXehR eaRT foh 1T 3T Qe foraor Jrfmet o Qi 31aTeci3il Y g ket @ gt arelt
AT sad ol Y@ifehd fohaT g

e Notably, deleting 17.1 million ineligible names from the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was expected to save ¥90 billion in FY2024, while removing 35

million bogus LPG connections could save ¥210 billion over two years, and eliminating 16
million fake ration cards may save around €100 billion annually.

I T &, TN fRATeT FFATT A (PM-KISAN) 3= & 17.1 R 3r097 A7 gers
T R a¥ 2024 H 979791 T90 Afergat 1 s 3afaa o, et 35 fAfewsr welf vl
FoIFeleT geld I aF ast & €210 fafargar qur 16 AT Balt I H18 FATCT T § Iiaay
STaTSTaT T100 FATATT T oy v B
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These inefficiencies have significant policy implications.

o JTETHAIIN & HgeaqoT afiferere gomma ¢

In the health sector, for instance, studies show that childhood tuberculosis cases are
recorded separately in the Health Management Information System, the disease

surveillance network, and immunisation registries, often resulting in the same patient being
counted multiple times.

3CTEIUTTY, TIELY &1 H 3ETAT A AT 81T & [ aTedehTellel d9fee & HATHG Pl g
AT seniere RTes, W1 IRTEAT Acas aur ST ITSFTECTT 7 31eTeT-37619T gof fohar
STaT &, o U ves €1 st Y hs IR IT0TAT Y AT B

Such duplication creates conflicting estimates, often leaving decision-makers uncertain and
leading some to disregard data altogether in favour of anecdote or political expediency.

U qeRTg R FARIETSIE 3MTehetel Scteet el &, Torad faoig-foafansit & sifafRaddr seoes
BICHT & YT S I 3 ST T SUETT & JeTHdSTod AT AT Asfelforeh GIAET T TrAfHHar St
CEIGES
Beyond policy implications, these weaknesses also carry perception and economic costs.

AT wermal & W, A FASIRAT UROM TUT 37FAF AT 1 8 FHTTad Hcdr ol

In the Global Innovation Index 2024, India had missing data for two indicators and outdated
data for eight, with several relying on figures more than a year old.

TANT SANAUT FSFH 2024 H $RA o &Y HehcTohi & ST IeTTISY AT TUT TS FHeheleh! §f YT
STT JgR 3T, 1A & g 3113 T T¥ & 3170 =1 A

Without coordinated methodologies, such indices both mask real performance and expose
gaps in inter-agency coordination.

TAfead sRvunfeal & 3T 7 VN Fadie aed(ad TG P [T § aT 3eaX-verd
AT Y HIAAT T 3PN i 2

In economic terms, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
estimates that improving public-sector data availability and sharing could add up to 1.5% of
GDP, rising to 2.5% if private-sector data is included.

3T gfSe @, AFAAFAAT BR FHIAN RS PI-IATIRAT TS 3TAYAC T IHTHA ¢ o WA fas
&1 & 3T Y STAUdT Ud FISTRUT H FUR F GDP FT 1.5% dh 3ifaRerd geftr dera &,
ﬁsﬁﬁa#?aaﬁmﬁamwz.S%amqg%rm%l

In other words, the cost of poor data governance lies not only in misinformed decisions but
also in squandered economic potential.

37 UCT H, FHSIR 3T ATHT T AT Shdel ITeld H0TAT Toh WAT 78T &, ITesh Tg 5 alaT
gémﬁa;mﬁaﬁﬁ%a%l

Common standard for data
32T ¢ A AT

The solution to the inefficiencies can be seen under the National Data Governance
Framework Policy (NDGFP), where the proposed India Data Management Office (IDMO)
has the potential to be the keystone of reform by developing and enforcing common rules,
standards, guidelines and protocols for data across all Ministries and States.

ST JTETHAT3I T THTUTT AU 3T TqAT AT qiferd) (NDGFP) & 33T ST ST TehelT &,
STe1 yEaifaa 33T Ser Aqerie Jitfea (IDMO) Helt FaTerdt v U2l  3e7 8 FA T,
AeTeh, TET-fAder Td Wietehior faehfaie Ud oe] ieh FUR T TR FeT Hehell &

However, the IDMO needs to be empowered with real authority to set binding standards, audit
compliance, and resolve disputes over definitions and methodologies across Ministries.

gTellieh, IDMO oY STEAehRY Hleish e TR et JTeTdTelel T SET-GLET0T el AT HATorAT h
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ALY IR Ud HrAvoTTorat & G ferd faarel 1 Farene #ta 8 aredide HTAhR el fhe
STTeT T TaRTHAT &

Otherwise, the inefficiencies will persist.

HTAT, T 3TETHATE Feit TG |

In addition, alignment with global statistical frameworks such as the UN’s System of
National Accounts for economic indicators, and harmonising them within a National
Statistical Standards Manual could unify definitions and practices nationwide.

g8 3TfRerd, 3T Tehclehl B YT TS F TS AWT YOIl (System of National
Accounts) ST 3Rash HifCTh el & T FH-TT TUT 3¢ ISR FITEIRIT ATeTsh et
& 37T AHSTEAOT ST, G233 TREATI3TT U UfhATHT &1 Thed &Y el &

Most of all, India’s open data platform, “data.gov.in”, should be scaled up into a

centralised, schema-consistent repository that serves both public availability of information
and internal needs.

TN Agcaqol &9 §, AR & el 3T TATHIA, “data.gov.in”, &l Uk Halehd Ud FAcHS
& H GHITT HSR & & H TR A fham ST =g, St Ardstfotes FReT STerstrcl qaT HaRe
HTERAHATIHT St T qfet T |

Ministries must upload datasets in standardised formats regularly, enabling
parliamentarians to access real-time, district-level figures.

HATOrIT 1 FAATHT &I | AThIHed IRAT & ST ITAIS AT TR, [T Hiel hr aredfas
HHI H TSTel-FR 3HTehgt TFeh Tga TTeet &1 Feh|

As a benchmark
TH ATF & T H

Finally, institutionalising accountability will be key to sustaining progress.
37Tct:, FITTCT T HAT SATT TGl g SeIETTAea T HEIRTARIOT 3cdcl HgcaquT grar|

NITI Aayog’s Data Governance Quality Index should be an annual benchmark, tied to
performance reviews and incentives for Ministries and States, as healthy competition on
data quality can drive change as powerfully as economic competition.

AT 3T FT 32T AT FAMAL S3FH Ueh AMYeh AeTeh g1l AT, Tl Wgelet Hedrahet T
HATCIAT AT T o TedTeai1 § SiIST ST, Fifeh ST J0Tadr I} Faey FiaeqeT IReci=l Sl el
& TeTTdt FT T AR IR Tehell & TorcdelT 3 gfaeqs|

Data standardisation is often minimised as a technical exercise, but it is in fact the grammar
of governance that a nation aspiring to become a $5 trillion economy needs to get right.

32T ATTHIRIOT T AT halel Teh clehaiiel TishaT oh & H AT X 17T STl &, o] areciar A
Ig GATHT FT AT 8, Tordr 5 feforarer ster i srdieaaeyr sofal &1 JTehiall TW@= arel IS¢ 1
TE T H T AT 3TITF ¢

Addressing the elephant in the data room means committing to the standards, systems and
stewardship that will make India’s data fit for purpose, and fit for the future.

32T et H 39T Fa TG FoAlelt o FHATTT el 1 37 3o Hlofehl, JONTGT T FaieraT & Tl
T BT &, St R & 3T 1 3E3eT & HeTwT WaTH T #fasT & fore 3ugerer Semdan|
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TOPICS COVERED

09M | The ‘bridge of dance’ that was struck

‘GTRNE & o’ W g3 gHe

09M. The ‘bridge of dance’ that was struck
‘GTARNE & o’ I g3 gHe

e The B1 Bridge in Karaj, the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf region, was hit during the

American and Israeli military strikes on the night of April 2.

B1 Bridge Sif Karaj & R&d ¥ 3iR Persian Gulf &1 &7 Tey 31 Tef €, 2 313ieT oh e 3ARehT

3R s T gHell H AT ST 73|

e In Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project.

gTclifeh, ST 3 Ig Yol harel Ueh (0T TRATSTEAT & el 31Tereh §a7 I B |
e Itis now being presented as a symbol of resistance.
319 58 iRty & geler & w9 3 Tqd o ST T 81

e Standing over the dry bed of the Karaj River, all that remains are twisted steel beams,
shattered concrete slabs, dust, and silence.

The ‘bridge of defiance’ that was struck

The Bl Bridge in Karaj, the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf region, was hit during the American and Israeli military strikes on the night of April 2;

in Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project; it is now being presented as a symbol of resistance

DISPATCH FROM IRAN

Saurabh Shukla
Saurabh Shahi
KARAJ

tanding over the dry

bed of the Karaj Riv-

er, all that remains
are twisted steel beams,
shattered concrete slabs,
dust, and silence. What lies
here is not the aftermath of
an accident. Iranian offi-
cials and witnesses de-
scribe it as a deliberate and
calculated strike - one
they say was designed not
just to destroy infrastruc-
ture, but to break Iran’s in-
dustrial and social
backbone.

On the night of April 2,
2026, the Bl Bridge in Karaj
— the tallest bridge in the
Persian Gulf region — was
hit during American and
Israeli military strikes, ac-
cording to Iranian authori-
ties. The attack destroyed a
key section of the bridge
and turned what was once
considered a symbol of Ira-
nian engineering into a
field of rubble.

In Iran, however, the
bridge has quickly become
something larger than a
construction project. It is
now being presented as a
symbol of national resis-
tance and self-reliance.

The Bl Bridge, also
known as Bilgan 1, con-
nected the Bilgan region of
Karaj with Tehran and
formed part of one of
Iran’s most important tran-
sport corridors. Karaj, lo-
cated west of Tehran, func-
tions as Iran’s largest
industrial suburb. Nearly

200,000 vehicles travel
daily between Karaj and
Tehran, and the bridge had
been designed to divert al-
most one-third of the traf-
fic from heavily congested
older routes.

Its strategic importance
extended far beyond ur-
ban traffic management.

The corridor links Teh-
ran to Qazvin, Tabriz, the
Caspian region, and on-
ward trade routes connect-
ing Iran with Russia and
Central Asia.

Project Engineer of this
bridge has also empha-
sised another aspect of the
bridge - that it was built al-
most entirely with domes-
tic technology and mate-
rials. The bridge had not
yet been formally inaugu-
rated, though traffic had al-
ready started moving
across it.

Broader strategy
According to local ac-
counts, civilians had gath-
ered near the Karaj ri-
verbed on the evening of
April 2 when the strikes be-
gan. The first missile hit
the central span of the
bridge, causing a section to
collapse and vehicles to fall
into the dry riverbed
below.

Emergency responders
rushed to the scene soon
afterward.

Witnesses and Iranian
officials state that addition-
alstrikes followed after res-
cue teams arrived. The se-
quence of attacks has been
described by Iranian com-
mentators as a “triple-tap
strike”, a military tactic in
which an initial strike is fol-
lowed by subsequent at-

i

J i
Symbol of resistance: The B1 bridge, after it was des

troyed by a strike in Karaj, nearly 35 km southwest

of Tehran, on April 3. Donald Trump had previously threatened to bomb Iran ‘back to the Stone Ages” AFp

tacks targeting rescuers
and emergency personnel
arriving at the scene.

Iranian authorities have
described the attack as a
violation of international
humanitarian law, arguing
that the bridge was civilian
infrastructure rather than
a military target.

Beyond the destruction
itself, Iranian analysts be-
lieve the strikes reflected a
broader geopolitical strate-
gy aimed at destabilising
Iran internally. The Bl cor-
ridor connects Tehran
with northern and north-
western regions that have
large Azeri populations.
Karaj itself has a substan-
tial Azeri community,
while cities further north-
west such as Tabriz are
overwhelmingly Azeri.

Iranian political com-
mentators argue that the
destruction of the bridge
was intended to isolate
Tehran from those regions

: patriot

and create internal pres-
sure or instability along
ethnic lines — a strategy
they claim resembles ap-
proaches previously seen
in Syria and Lebanon.

However, Iranian offi-
cials insist that such as-
sumptions misread the
structure of Iranian socie-
ty. Azeris are deeply inte-
grated into Iran’s political,
military, and economic in-
stitutions and constitute
one of the country’s most
influential communities.

The attacks also intensi-
fied debate within Iran ov-
er technological indepen-
dence and industrial
self-sufficiency.

In recent years, Tehran
has invested heavily in
domestic engineering and
manufacturing capabilities
as sanctions limited access
to foreign suppliers and in-
ternational cooperation.
Iranian officials point to
projects such as the Bl

Bridge as examples of the
country’s ability to sustain
major infrastructure deve-
lopment independently.
Alongside the bridge
strike, Iranian media re-
ports indicate that steel
plants, cement facilities,
and scientific institutions
were also targeted during
the broader military cam-

ign.
Particular attention has
focused on Sharif Universi-
ty of Technology in Teh-
ran, widely regarded as
one of West Asia’s leading
engineering universities.
Despite sanctions, Iran
continues to produce a
large number of engineer-
ing graduates annually,
and officials frequently
portray technical educa-
tion as central to the coun-
try’s economic resilience.
Following the bridge
strike, Iran carried out
what officials described as
a symbolic retaliatory op-

eration near the King Fahd
Causeway connecting Sau-
di Arabia and Bahrain. Ira-
nian state-linked media
framed the move as a
warning that critical infras-
tructure throughout the
Gulf region remains
vulnerable.

Political moment

Inside Iran, the public res-
ponse to the attack became
a major political and sym-
bolic moment.

After statements attri-
buted to U.S. President Do-
nald Trump warning of
further destruction of Ira-
nian infrastructure,
crowds gathered near
bridges and public struc-
tures across several cities.
In Karaj, thousands report-
edly assembled near the
damaged B Bridge.

The gatherings were
widely portrayed in Ira-
nian media as demonstra-
tions of civilian resolve and
national unity.

Reconstruction efforts
began almost immediately
after the strikes. Engineer-
ing crews and heavy ma-
chinery reportedly arrived
at the site within hours,
and officials now say the
bridge could be rebuilt
within six weeks.

At the site today, cranes
move continuously above
shattered concrete while
workers weld new steel
structures into place. Ira-
nian authorities say the re-
built bridge will rely once
again on domestic mate-
rials, local industry, and
Iranian engineers.
(Saurabh Shukla and Sau-
rabh Shahi are senior edi-
tors with The Red Mike)

/
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Karaj River ?Hﬁ?—lﬁq‘\rmmﬂﬁf?@ﬁ@r@ﬁ gﬁg’émﬁrﬁa el 3R Heetrer
Tl

e What lies here is not the aftermath of an accident.
T 52 Tl gHieaT & 16 &1 TRoTH 781 81

e Iranian o cials and witnesses describe it as a deliberate and calculated strike — one they
say was designed not just to destroy infrastructure, but to break Iran’s industrial and social

backbone.

ST JrfRIRET 3R vegereRidl & 58 ve giAdfoid 3R drar-wHeT gHer garr § — fSwer
3ELT IS FAATEY S Y ST AT 8T Ao ST e 3R Ao dg i dger
|

e On the night of April 2, 2026, the B1 Bridge in Karaj — the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf
region — was hit during American and Israeli military strikes, according to Iranian authorities.

ST ITTRRRAT & 31TAR, 2 318er 2026 T Tl ST U B1 Bridge — il it areth &1
T T ST G & — AR R SoRIrell A goell & e 5=

e The attack destroyed a key section of the bridge and turned what was once considered a
symbol of Iranian engineering into a « eld of rubble.

S A & ol & Ueh Hgca U1 T6E o o€ o e 3R it el STt Solliar g Rar T Felteh AT
ST AT, 38 FAS & & 7 9gl G|

¢ In Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project.
gTelifeh, ST 3 Ig Jof harel Teh fI#HT0T TRTSTAT & 37fereh Hgea e X gehr g

e |tis now being presented as a symbol of national resistance and self-reliance.
379 8 TSGR FTeRTE 3R HeATAIRET & Tclleh & &9 & Gl fohdT ST TET 2 |

e The B1 Bridge, also known as Bilgan 1, connected the Bilgan region of Karaj with Tehran
and formed part of one of Iran’s most important transport corridors.

B1 Bridge, 5 Bilgan 1 8 &gl SITAT §, Tt & Torelehlel &1 ol giel & SiigdT o7 3R ST &
T AgcaqoT IRage IMTIRT 7 & Teh T fgar |

o Karaj, located west of Tehran, functions as Iran’s largest industrial suburb.
g & ITRTH H U IS, T & T 93 HIGAN e ITAIR & §9 H S Ll ¢

e Nearly 200,000 vehicles travel daily between Karaj and Tehran, and the bridge had been
designed to divert almost one-third of the tras ¢ from heavily congested older routes.

SIS 2 oG dTgeT Tt et X AgTeT & del AT Y 8, 3R 57 Il bl /1A 3758Ts arel
AR & ST Toh-TAgTS I gelat & forw f3amssT fomam arm |
e Its strategic importance extended far beyond urban trae ¢ management.

SHHT 0TI Hgcd hddl AL ATAATT TSTEIeT deh TITA oTel AT

e The corridor links Tehran to Qazvin, Tabriz, the Caspian region, and onward trade routes
connecting Iran with Russia and Central Asia.

g TEIRT A Y FotTded, TeRIST, HiPTTT 817 3R 31T & TUT 7L TRIAT A F3 IR
AET & SEargl

e Project Engineer of this bridge has also emphasised another aspect of the bridge — that it
was built almost entirely with domestic technology and materials.

3 gl & IRATSTAT SN AR o 58 Teh 3R Tge W SR fam — o 38 oamstar T g oRe]
Teheiteh IR ATATIAT I FTAT 3137 AT

e The bridge had not yet been formally inaugurated, though trae ¢ had already started moving
across it.

gTelifeh Jet &7 3T SeHTesT w1l §31T AT, Afched 38 UX ATATAT Y &1 T AT|

Broader strategy

9+ A IS
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According to local accounts, civilians had gathered near the Karaj riverbed on the evening of
April 2 when the strikes began.

AT fqaRolt & 3eTaR, zmﬁammmeﬁy,aﬁmmaﬁé?m
Tahiad &

The « rst missile hit the central span of the bridge, causing a section to collapse and vehicles
to fall into the dry riverbed below.

TEel TAATSH o Yol oh HEY R I TARTAT ST, Torad 3T Ueh 87197 & 1T 3R @t aArer
g A & R are

Emergency responders rushed to the scene soon afterward.

S8 Il 91¢ JTAThTelle SaTd &ol HeaYd WQE:?.Tl

Witnesses and Iranian oe cials state that additional strikes followed after rescue teams
arrived.

Wmafﬁﬁﬁ?éwﬁmaﬂﬁﬁwm%ﬁ;maﬂas%:ﬂﬁa:aﬁamm%vml

The sequence of attacks has been described by Iranian commentators as a “triple-tap strike”,
a military tactic in which an initial strike is followed by subsequent attacks targeting rescuers
and emergency personnel arriving at the scene.

el FeTaoli T & 58 g 1 “triple-tap strike” SATAT ¥, foT# ggor gdar fham STar & 3R
TR ST EAT TUT TATTRTelT Goll i fARMAT FATR SIIRT el 8IaT ¢ |

Iranian authorities have described the attack as a violation of international humanitarian law,
arguing that the bridge was civilian infrastructure rather than a military target.

ST JTTUHIRET & 38 §HC! Y AT AT hiolel T Seoitlel IR & AR g & 6 I8
Tl ARG IITEr Tl UT, S A F&7 g |

Beyond the destruction itself, Iranian analysts believe the strikes ree ected a broader
geopolitical strategy aimed at destabilising Iran internally.

TITRr & W, ST TARIehT b7 AT & foh T gHT ST T 3eT A HTEU el hl AT -
Tttt fares ToTfay &7 ferear 3|

The B1 corridor connects Tehran with northern and northwestern regions that have large
Azeri populations.

B1 ITfART Qg 1 39 3R Ia-ufRas &3 & Sgar sief 92 d&ar & 3918 3nardy
gl

Karaj itself has a substantial Azeri community, while cities further northwest such as Tabriz
are overwhelmingly Azeri.

ST 7 8 ST TSI IMTEIEY &, ST SoR-afers & Tarlisr SIf et & 31oR FHery &I 93 B |

Iranian political commentators argue that the destruction of the bridge was intended to isolate
Tehran from those regions and create internal pressure or instability along ethnic lines.

AT ToTattfcieh FTaulienRT o1 cieh & o JoT oh oTSC &hdet T 36T eIl hl 3T &TAT & 37eTaT
AT 3 ST TR W AR gara A1 31TEITAT YT e a7l

A strategy they claim resembles approaches previously seen in Syria and Lebanon.

37T G1aT & foh Ig I0TAIT ager ST 3R SAaate # 319a1g 915 Wwiifaar i gl

However, Iranian officials insist that such assumptions misread the structure of Iranian
society.

gTeTioh, SXTeAT TR ST gl ¢ foh QAT UTROMT ST FHTST ST TXTAT ! Il ik &
FASA E

Azeris are deeply integrated into Iran’s political, military, and economic institutions and
constitute one of the country’s most influential communities.

3T THETT ST 1 ool fcreh, Hear 3R IR T3 7 TS & 37 83T & AR 221 b werdy
THTGRITe TS 7 8 U &
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e The attacks also intensified debate within Iran over technological independence and industrial
self-sufficiency.

ST GHaIl a1 ST 3 cTohstleh! FaciAaT 3N 3N HTATAIRAT W Fgd &1 3R ot T &

e Inrecent years, Tehran has invested heavily in domestic engineering and manufacturing
capabilities as sanctions limited access to foreign suppliers and international cooperation.

ma;aﬁﬁ,maswﬁ?%ﬁmgﬁwﬁﬁmmmwmq?%am
AT o e SNl RET AR FaferTor atearsit 7 sl aer frar g1

¢ Iranian officials point to projects such as the B1 Bridge as examples of the country’s ability to
sustain major infrastructure development independently.

ST 3TTARY B1 Bridge SIET TRATSTHATIT 1 237 1 T & F 3 GioId1el ara faehrg

AT TG T &TACT & 3ETER0T & FT #H T R & |

GS Paper 111: Economy

09 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

09M

Call for long-term cotton policies

dreeptford waTE sifaat S AT

Call for long-term cotton policies

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The long-term policies of
the government should ad-
dress the fundamental
constraints faced by the
cotton sector to improve
productivity. It should en-
sure economic viability of
the crop for the growers
and also take into account

the interests of the entire
value chain, said a study ta-
ken up by the Confedera-
tion of Indian Textile In-
dustry with Gherzi Textile
Organization and the Inter-
national Cotton Advisory
Committee, as knowledge
partners.

The 11% import duty im-
posed in 2021-22 was to ad-
dress the temporary sur-

plus of cotton due to the
fall in mill use forced by
the COVID pandemic. The
Cotton Corporation of In-
dia (CCI) stepped in to pro-
cure large volume of cot-
ton. However, the years
after saw a rise in mill use,
necessitating imports. The
demand/supply imbalance
is likely to widen in the
near future.

09M. Call for long-term cotton
policies

dreieptfore 9T sAifaar S Afer

e The long-term policies of the
government should address the
fundamental constraints faced by the
cotton sector to improve productivity.

3cUTEHdT 7 FUR o forT TR v
EreepTToreh AT T U &1 & AT
AISTE HAST STET3HT Hl FHATUT el
EIRY

e |t should ensure economic viability of the crop for the growers and also take into account the
interests of the entire value chain, said a study taken up by the Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry with Gherzi Textile Organization and the International Cotton Advisory
Committee, as knowledge partners.

5ad Rl & forT tharel 1 3T cgaeriar AR gielr =1fev 3R R dog A1 o fcit =1 ofr
&7 H TN FATAT AT, IF ST HIehee 3T 3T SFACHA $5ELN GaRT U1 SFHCFSA
HRfATEALI 3R SeTAUT Picd USSR FACT & 1Y AT TBIER & & H [T 31T T
IETTA H FEY TS|

e The 11% import duty imposed in 2021-22 was to address the temporary surplus of cotton
due to the fall in mill use forced by the COVID pandemic.

2021-22 H FITIAT ITAT 11% AT Yok [Aell H IUANT T o HROT ScTeof FURT & TR
HTORAY F fAueat & forw am, St Hifas #gART & HROT 31 27|

e The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) stepped in to procure a large volume of cotton.
Fice HIURAT T ST (CCI) & T AT F HUTH $Hr TG & fow grasiy fham|

e However, the years after saw a rise in mill use, necessitating imports.

gTelifeh, & a1G & asi 7 fHal 3 39T d¢T, frad 3aTd T raegehdr usr|

The demand/supply imbalance is likely to widen in the near future.

foehe stiasr #F #197 3R 3Mgfef o rer 3rETeret 3R To= hr Havrae g
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TOPICS COVERED

09M | Bangladesh battles its worst measles outbreak in decades as child deaths rise

STATER GAHT & FEH I3 TAU THT § S @7 § Fifr qeai AT o W@

09M | DRDO, IAF conduct maiden trial of TARA glide weapon

DRDO 3R IAF & TARA 7a188 &fAITT FT IglT gaTor fFar

09M. DRDO, IAF conduct maiden trial of TARA glide
weapon

DRDO 3R IAF & TARA 7aI188 &fAIR &1 IgaT qdaTor
T

e The Defence Research and Development Organisation
and the Indian Air Force have conducted the maiden flight-trial of
the Tactical Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) weapon
system off the coast of Odisha on Thursday.

Defence Research and Development Organisation 3iX Indian
Air Force = J[%aR &I Odisha @€ & 9/ Tactical Advanced Range
Augmentation (TARA) g&¥R YUTrell &7 gl 3317 I18T0T fohaT|

TARA is India’s first indigenous glide weapon system
capable of converting conventional unguided warheads into
precision-guided weapons for accurately engaging ground-based
targets.

TARA HRJ &7 Ugell Tac2l 7158 §TAIAR JOTel &, ST IRIR foer
AR aReza # a1s ARG gRART & seo= A gar &, arfe
81 MR et X TR gaeT foharr 51T dah|

e According to the Ministry of Defence, the modular range extension kit has been designed
and developed by Research Centre Imarat along with other DRDO laboratories.

Ministry of Defence & 3{eT8R, AISIER {oT UFHCRIS fhe #I Research Centre Imarat T
3= DRDO laboratories &aRT f3arge 31X faswfaa frar rar g

e Itis aimed at improving the range and lethality of low-cost aerial weapons.

ST 3642 FHH AT dTel §aTs ETAART T AR &TAT IR IS T JgreTm & |

Gsu:sar___ |
DRDO, IAF conduct maiden
trial of TARA glide weapon

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation and the Indian Air Force have
conducted the maiden flight-trial of the Tactical
Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) weapon
system off the coast of Odisha on Thursday. TARA
is India’s first indigenous glide weapon system
capable of converting conventional unguided °
warheads into precision-guided weapons for
accurately engaging ground-based targets.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the modular
range extension kit has been designed and
developed by Research Centre Imarat along with
other DRDO laboratories. It is aimed at improving
the range and lethality of low-cost aerial weapons.

Bangladesh battles its worst measles outbreak in decades as child deaths rise

AT ... .0

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s deadliest
measles outbreak in de-
cades is stretching its
health system, with chil-
dren filling hospital wards
and doctors struggling to
contain a surge in infec-
tions that have killed more
than 300

grand-
daughter Afia.

Ms. Begum, her eyes red
from exhaustion and tears,
said Afia had missed her
second dose of the measles
vaccine at age 18 months,
and had spent the last two
weeks in the measles ward
in Dhaka.

Measles is highly conta-

The South Asian nation
had made advancements
in vaccinations to help
stem the deadly virus — but
coverage gaps during and
after the chaos of a 2024
uprising that overthrew
the autocratic government
left the youngest genera-
tion badly exposed.

“I was almost sure I was
going to lose her today —
her condition was terrible
in the morning,” said Rina
Begum, 45, cradling her

gious, through
coughs and sneezes, and
has no specific treatment
once caught.

1t hits children the har-
dest.

Their breathing can be-
come strained, their
strength fades, and in the
most severe cases, the in-
fection reaches the brain,
causing swelling that can
lead to lasting damage — or
death.

Hospitals are treating
thousands of young pa-

tients while authorities

race to expand vaccination
coverage and prevent |

more deaths.

Ms. Begum offered a
smile as Afia reached up —
having just turned a corner
and  regained  some
strength. “After putting her
on oxygen, now she is do-
ing much better,” she said.

‘Doctor’s help’
Bangladesh has recorded
336 child deaths since
March 15, with more than
50,000 confirmed and sus-
pected cases, according to
the latest government
data.

Most cases recorded
have been among children
aged between six months
and five years.

On May 4 the country
recorded the grim miles-
tone of the highest number

Preventive measure: Mothers with their children wait in queues to
receive measles vaccinations amid a rising outbreak in Dhaka. AP

of children dying in a sin-
gle day — 17 in 24 hours.
Bangladesh has made
significant advancements
in vaccinations to tackle in-
fectious diseases, but a
measles drive due in 2024

was delayed by the revolu-
tion that toppled the go-
vernment  of  Sheikh
Hasina.

Health officials, aided
by the UN children’s agen-

cy, WHO, and the security

forces, are working to vac-
cinate children, launching
an emergency measles-ru-
bella campaign on April 5.

Nearly 17 million chil-
dren have received the vac-
cine since the drive start-
ed, according to
government data.

Last year the vaccine
coverage was only 59%,
but 95% coverage of chil-
dren is needed to ensure
herd immunity.

Without herd immunity,
children can still get infect-
ed after vaccination, said
senior health ministry offi-
cial Abu Hussain Md Moi-
nul Ahsan.

It would take around a
month before results can
be seen, Mr. Ahsan added.

Siam, a 14-month-old
boy, spent 10 days in inten-
sive care at Dhaka’s Shishu

Hospital, a children’s

centre, before improving
enough to return to the
dedicated measles ward.

He was vaccinated at 10
months, but with wider
herd immunity compro-
mised, that was not
enough.

“I did not expect to get
my son back,” said his
mother Brishti Akhtar,
aged 20, watching her son
sleep with an oxygen tube
attached to his nose, one of
97 children with measles in
the hospital.

“With the doctor’s help,
now he is out of danger.”

Army field hospital
Health Ministry official Ah-
san insisted that medics
could cope. “The hospitals
are not yet overburdened,”
he said.

But, just in case, the ar-
my has erected a 20-bed

tent field hospital in the
grounds of the govern-
ment’s Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital, ready for
further cases.

“With the current meas-
les outbreak, the health
ministry told us to set up a
field hospital,” said the
hospital director, Brigadier
General Md Asaduzzaman.

But there are other chal-
lenges ahead.

Bangladesh has expe-
rienced heavy rainfall in
the last few weeks — bring-
ing with it a rise in mosqui-
toes that carry the deadly
dengue virus.

“We hope the measles
infection rate will decrease
soon,” said Mr. Asaduzza-
man.

“With the dengue sea-
son in mind, the field hos-
pital is expected to be ef-
fective in that crisis too.”
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09M. Bangladesh battles its worst measles outbreak in decades as child
deaths rise

ST GAFT F I THR TUA YHIT & I3 6T ¢ Fifh qoal H Ald 96 W

o Bangladesh’s deadliest measles outbreak in decades is stretching its health system, with
children filling hospital wards and doctors struggling to contain a surge in infections that have
killed more than 300 youngsters.

ZRT F I FT I GTdeh THI TP 3ThT TITELY STIEAT 9T HRY &1 3T TET &,
IETTCl & aT8 Tdl ¥ #Y IT € 31N Saed THAUT & 3T d¢d ThT Y AT ey & fow gay
FT B & foT=Y 300 T 377 s<at T ST o ol B

e The South Asian nation had made advancements in vaccinations to help stem the deadly
virus — but coverage gaps during and after the chaos of a 2024 uprising that overthrew the
autocratic government left the youngest generation badly exposed.

ZTeoT TfIaTS 221 7 59 UTceh IR I Uehat & TN SehraioT 7 Farial T 2T — oiferet 2024 &
39 fagle & RIeT 3IR a1e; & ErehrehtoT hadet 7 TS Hall, Tordet foehel TR 1 3T hepl, o1
HEH Far il &1 TR §T F IRRIAT oS fe|

e “|I was almost sure | was going to lose her today — her condition was terrible in the morning,”
said Rina Begum, 45, cradling her three-year-old granddaughter A« a.

“@Waﬁaﬁwmﬁ:mﬁsﬁ@é@ﬁ—gwwﬁma@mzﬁ,” 45 gy
ﬂmﬁmﬁmmﬂwaﬁrmmaﬁmﬁaﬁgml

o Ms. Begum, her eyes red from exhaustion and tears, said A+ a had missed her second dose
of the measles vaccine at age 18 months, and had spent the last two weeks in the measles
ward in Dhaka.

33T 3R YehTeT § ATl 3T dTelt GAT ST o1 gl Toh ITHAT 18 HEI T 37 A TET ATl
@r@ﬂwaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁzﬁaﬁ?wﬁﬁwaawls STl & @O a1 & foam|

o Measles is highly contagious, spreading through coughs and sneezes, and has no specific
treatment once caught.

TE TS ThTHS &, ST @Y 3T Sk & Aregdw F harar g, 31T T aR 819 W 3T g

Y 3R AT &1
e It hits children the hardest.
I STal B T 317 genfad war gl

e Their breathing can become strained, their strength fades, and in the most severe cases, the
infection reaches the brain, causing swelling that can lead to lasting damage — or death.

AR A ot H FISATS &Y bl §, 3T dlehd & 8l ST &, 3R T 7T AT & TohAT
ARET o 9gd ST &, TS Fotet it & it Ty a3y — 3 33cg — 7 FROT 9T Fehe! 61

e Hospitals are treating thousands of young patients while authorities race to expand
vaccination coverage and prevent more deaths.

3TETCTSl §oTRT AT HISIT T FelToT I T§ 8 STafeh JTERRT IehleivT e dolet 3R 3iferen
Aigt A Vet & AT AN T FH W B &

e Ms. Begum offered a smile as A« a reached up — having just turned a corner and regained
some strength.

AT FITA FTHIS ST AT §T FGTAT — FAieh SHRT gTelcd 7 R 3T AT 3R 36 FS
dTehd aTad qT ot 2T
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“After putting her on oxygen, now she is doing much better,” she said.

“IY 3HTFEISTeT 9T W@ & 916 379 d¢ FHIhT Sgal §,” 3eale Sall

‘Doctor’s help’
‘STeFeT I Aee

Bangladesh has recorded 336 child deaths since March 15, with more than 50,000 confirmed
and suspected cases, according to the latest government data.

TSI TR ST o TR, Teeer 7 15 AT ¥ I s 336 Todl 1 Hid ot 1 315 8,
STefeR 50,000 & 31fRreh goe 3R Aigaer A AHa 3T &

Most cases recorded have been among children aged between six months and five years.
&t o 1T JHTRIRTRN HIHS B Helel 3§ Uier a¥ Y 379 & st H 91w 1w ¢

On May 4 the country recorded the grim milestone of the highest number of children dying in
a single day — 17 in 24 hours.

4 FS Y A A T &Y ot 7 s=at i gawy 3170 Alat 1 sramag Reprs gof fovar — 24 g 37 17
AT

Bangladesh has made significant advancements in vaccinations to tackle infectious diseases,
but a measles drive due in 2024 was delayed by the revolution that toppled the government of
Sheikh Hasina.

HehTHe STATRAT I fTes & faU Sieanger & Erenrenor # Agcaqot Farld 1, eifeht 2024 7
AT ST aTelT TR RIS AW g1 TR T BRI arell shifad & HROT [aelfead & |

Health officials, aided by the UN children’s agency, WHO, and the security forces, are
working to vaccinate children, launching an emergency measles-rubella campaign on April 5.

TATELY TSR, WYFA TSE aTel TAHT, WHO, 3T GR&TT el b1 Heg F, el 7 Iehlehior dat
o ToIT e Y 3¢ & 3R 5 3786l S JTUTTehTeleT TERT-Selell THATT Y& FohaT 1T |

Nearly 17 million children have received the vaccine since the drive started, according to
government data.

DN ST o 3FTAR, HTFATT AT §lod & S ST 1.7 IS ol bl Jekefied &1 i Iebl &

Last year the vaccine coverage was only 59%, but 95% coverage of children is needed to
ensure herd immunity.

oo a¥ deriieT halet shael 59% T, fshel AT TTRET FiATH it o folT 95% et
T EIehTehUT 31T &

Without herd immunity, children can still get infected after vaccination, said senior health
ministry official Abu Hussain Md Moinul Ahsan.

TR T FATeRT HTAFRY I gleT TS Agelol IHEHA o el foh Hreffesh Tfoe & o
T CIRIAIUT o §1G, 41T Thiad 8l Thd & |

It would take around a month before results can be seen, Mr. Ahsan added.

Y 37841 o e Toh IROTH WIS St 7 TIMIHIT Uk ALGIAT 13131 |

Siam, a 14-month-old boy, spent 10 days in intensive care at Dhaka’'s Shishu Hospital, a
children’s centre, before improving enough to return to the dedicated measles ward.

14 FE & ofgeh AT =1 el & A IFqerel & 18T RAfhcar et & 10 et f¥amT, 38 a1
3T BToIcT Scflt FErl foh 3 TERT aTS & a1 ST 77 Fehr |

He was vaccinated at 10 months, but with wider herd immunity compromised, that was not
enough.

38 10 AL Y 3 H Eehl ofTTAT 1T AT, Afehed AT TR FTRET HHSIR glel & HROT g
gATCd AET AT
“I did not expect to get my son back,” said his mother Brishti Akhtar, aged 20, watching her

son sleep with an oxygen tube attached to his nose, one of 97 children with measles in the
hospital.
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20 aity sHehr AT IS 3reav = T, “Hgt 3Ffie w1¢T oY o AT et arad fAer Sireen,” ag 379e
S T #ATeh 3 JiTerHIotel TI eHITT Hiet §T & e 2ff, S 3redefrel 7 @R & Afsq 97 et 7 &
THE

o “With the doctor’s help, now he is out of danger.”

“SieFed T FAee ¥ T g TR T T8 & 1”

Army field hospital
QAT T Bes FEIdTT

e Health Ministry official Ahsan insisted that medics could cope.

T FHATAT & TSR A o SR o ahel T Rifecarend feafa gotrer ded &
e “The hospitals are not yet overburdened,” he said.
3egie g, “318gdrel 3790 3 IfF AT A g e g1”

e But, just in case, the army has erected a 20-bed tent field hospital in the grounds of the
government’s Dhaka Medical College Hospital, ready for further cases.

et tfaara & alt W QAT o TIFR & ST ATSFH Hicter T IR & 20 TR arer
A PTes 3ol TATTAT fRaT &, cifeh 31TeT 3Tet aTel ATAe & foider ST &bl

o “With the current measles outbreak, the health ministry told us to set up a field hospital,” said
the hospital director, Brigadier General Md Asaduzzaman.

ITETATS & e foafSa STeitel THEY JAGSSIATT o e, “ﬁa@mmaﬁa@ﬁ@
TARLT HAATSI o g thies 3Tl AT el o Tl Fgll”

e But there are other challenges ahead.
AferaT 3 3R ofr eI &1

e Bangladesh has experienced heavy rainfall in the last few weeks — bringing with it a rise in
mosquitoes that carry the deadly dengue virus.

m@mﬁmemmwgg%_ e arcte S97 arRRe et arel Hesl i
HEAT 96 TS B

o “We hope the measles infection rate will decrease soon,” said Mr. Asaduzzaman.
Y TG STHE &1 heT, ‘8 3FHI ¢ o TERT HehaAUT e Seg, Sl graft|”

o “With the dengue season in mind, the field hospital is expected to be effective in that crisis
too.”

“SI] FSTT T ETeT H TG §U 3FAIG & T T8 Bres HEaTer 38 Hehe 7 oY Fairel A grm”

GS Paper Ill: Internal Security 09 May 2026
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A watershed moment in India’s defence posture

peration Sindoor commenced at 1:05
a.m. on May 7, 2025, with a surgical,
high-intensity destruction of selected
terrorist infrastructure. This strike was
a direct and decisive response to the cowardly
Pahalgam carnage orchestrated by cross-border
terrorists on April 22, 2025. This operation
represents a paradigm shift in India’s
politico-military mindset and doctrine, marking a
watershed moment in its approach to national
security

New era Indian doctrine

India’s historical posture of “reactive restraint”
provided a strong rationale for a “dossier
approach”, in which military inaction was often
portrayed as extraordinary restraint and was
frequently encouraged and lauded by the West.
““What if” loops about attacking terror targets in
anuclear-armed adversary provided the final
blow to India’s decision-makers. Post-Operation
Sindoor, the “zero tolerance” policy declared by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was pivoted
further and reinforced, whereby any act of
cross-border terrorism would be considered an
“act of war”.

This reflects a leadership that possesses both
the strategic resolve to act and the absolute
confidence in the armed forces to deliver
retribution. Despite the political risks, this
extraordinary resolve to tackle terror head on —
and the refusal to submit to nuclear blackmail
and external pressure drew new red lines.

Operation Sindoor defined a new chapter in
India’s defence evolution too. While on transition
to integration and restructuring, this Operation
tested the ground realities of the three services —
the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Indian Navy and
the Indian Army. Post Pahalgam, the forces were
tuned to expect a clear-cut political directive for
action, which came in an unambiguous form and
was perhaps stronger than what the services had
anticipated. The services were given a free hand.

The resultant Indian strikes on nine terrorist
targets were exceptionally well-integrated across
the three services, achieving total success despite
a fully alert Pakistan. The choice of Bahawalpur,
and Muridke in Pakistan as targets was
unthinkable. Pakistan and the world woke up to
realities of the “new normal”. Pictures and videos
of the massive destruction at these terror hubs,
and the sheer scale and success of the strikes,
were stunning.

The highly calibrated and intelligent Indian
response over the next two days was executed
well, calmly but firmly. Pakistan clearly misread

o)

R.K.S. Bhadauria

Former Air Chief
Marshal and served as
Chief of the Air Staff
of the Indian Air Force

India’s strategic
doctrine has
evolved sharply
after Operation
Sindoor

India’s resolve. On May 9 and 10, when the
Pakistan Air Force attempted to strike some of
India’s critical high-value assets, the Indian Air
Force countered it in near real time with waves of
airstrikes hitting 11 bases across Pakistan,
including Nur Khan, Sargodha, Murid and
Bholari. The level of precise targeting and extent
of damage achieved could not have been
imagined by Pakistan. The global defence
analytical community acknowledges this as one
of the most defining and concise actions against a
nuclear-armed nation.

Military audaciousness at its best

This total, integrated and calibrated response,
characterised by masterful control of the
escalation ladder, reflects the seamless synergy
between India’s civil and military institutions. In

my opinion, India’s achievements could not have
been better. After 88 hours of Operation Sindoor,
by noon on May 10, Pakistan was reeling from
massive destruction at 11 bases by the IAF.
Karachi was nervously monitoring Indian naval
deployments poised for action, while

aggressive Indian Army operations -
along the Line of Control and the -
International Border had rendered e
drone attacks unviable. A robust, % p
networked air-defence system,

including the S-400 missile system

had completely denied airspace not

only over Indian territory but also deep inside
Pakistan. Pakistan had no choice but to rush and
request a ceasefire.

Given the dynamics and complications of
escalation control under a nuclear overhang,
India’s Chief of Defence Staff and the Service
Chiefs deserve high praise for the ferocious
targeting on May 10 and the brilliant seizing of the
escalation opportunity to coerce a termination.
This was military audaciousness at its very best.

The Indian armed forces responded in full
measure to the political mandate, leaving no
doubt regarding the nation’s capacity for rapid,
high-impact operation. The sheer scale and speed
of India’s action on May 10 was watched with awe
across the country.

The announcement of the ceasefire was too
sudden for the public at large, You cannot blame
the people asking for more. One cannot view
these developments with emotion. Having
achieved all objectives and the scope of action on
May 10, the termination decision was perfectly
timed.

Operation Sindoor’s ongoing status carries a
powerful strategic signal. Undoubtedly, the

09M. A watershed moment in India’s defence posture

AR T T&T e A v Aagris aRadarwr afor
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primary signal is for terrorists to remain in hiding
and for their backers to desist. The message also
extends to the Pakistani citizenry —a stark and
constant reminder of the reckless involvement of
part of their military leadership. In the age of
global digital transparency and expert strategic
analysis, the truth of these events cannot be
shielded from their people for long. They must
now confront the realities of a military regime
camouflaged by a political facade and “regime”
change should be on their minds.

Accelerate indigenous defence growth
Ongoing operations have implications for India as
well. The defence forces would need to maintain
a high state of readiness to act. After the opening
round of Operation Sindoor, the expectations are
high. I am sure the services are working
proactively to deliver. An equally important
implication is for the defence industry to ramp up
in real terms to achieve Atmanirbharata. The
focus must be to “Innovate, Design, and
Manufacture” at scale.

The government has focused hugely
on reforms to energise the public and
private industry in defence, aerospace,
space, cyber and Artificial Intelligence
domains. The stellar performance of
indigenous systems during Operation
Sindoor has invigorated India’s
innovation and startup ecosystem. I
have always maintained that the real
responsibility for being the “agent of change”
rests with the Defence Research and
Development Organisation laboratories, Defence
Public Sector Undertakings, and, to some extent,
even on large industry players already in the
system. They no longer have the option to delay
and must immediately focus on truly integrating
the entire private sector, including micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and startups,
into an indigenous ecosystem through a
“whole-of-nation” approach. There is an urgent
need to capitalise on this golden period of
governance and reforms, and the unpredictable
geopolitical environment only reinforces the
need to double down on true Atmanirbharta.

Ultimately, the “Modi redlines” regarding
cross-border terrorism are permanent. This new
normal is irreversible and will define India’s
strategic mindset for the foreseeable future. The
nation demands nothing less, and the populace
would stand firmly behind the architects and
executors of India’s national security. My salute to
everyone involved in the success of Operation
Sindoor.

Operation Sindoor commenced at 1:05 a.m. on May 7, 2025, with a surgical, high-intensity
destruction of selected terrorist infrastructure.

3iTavereT g 7 3187 7 7% 2025 F1 I 1:05 T TATAT STcAharar TaEiell & iotehel Tq
Fod-clTordr fa=er & |rer g3l

This strike was a direct and decisive response to the cowardly Pahalgam carnage
orchestrated by cross-border terrorists on April 22, 2025.

Tg §HT 22 AT 2025 FT HAT-UR HTclehariedr EaRT AT HRATIT Tge?led e F
ufer weeT va foiaes wfafsar o

This operation represents a paradigm shift in India’s politico-military mindset and doctrine,
marking a watershed moment in its approach to national security.

g ITHITT AR FI Tt deh-ed A Ud R # Teh Ifadde IRads & gfafafca sar
g, ST TS FRETT o 9fd 38eh gfseahior # veh Ufderiaes Alg i Rfgad #arg|

New era Indian doctrine

Teller a1 T AR AU

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

India’s historical posture of “reactive restraint” provided a strong rationale for a “dossier
approach”, in which military inaction was often portrayed as extraordinary restraint and was
frequently encouraged and lauded by the West.

AR 1 g “wfafrarcrs w3 1 A & “Sfew gftesior & fov v wererd 3mur
vieTt fohat, Toreet dea fATSHICT &l 197: JTATEROT §H & &9 & Y& fohdm 1T am afResr
&t GaRT IR-aR Wearied vd wRifdd frar o

“What if”’ loops about attacking terror targets in a nuclear-armed adversary provided the final
blow to India’s decision-makers.

URATU-ERE Flceded! & JTcishdlel Toehiel UX 3ThHUT &l oiehl Sclea] “cgIe $%” T o TR
& NA-TAATarit A ot ufssar s 3ifae &7 & vanfaa foma

Post-Operation Sindoor, the “zero tolerance” policy declared by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was pivoted further and reinforced, whereby any act of cross-border terrorism would be
considered an “act of war”.

iravere g o g FereTHT avs A ZaRT SN “orT Fgareferdr” i #ifey S AR iftw
Hee Ud faeare fanam ara, Toraeh el BaAT-uR 3iTcishare s fehalt off ereaTr &1 “Jaer
FNATE” ATAT SATTIT|

This reflects a leadership that possesses both the strategic resolve to act and the absolute
confidence in the armed forces to deliver retribution.

Ig U AcJcd &THAT Y T RTcd T &, FIHa Hars el 1 I0TAfcieh Hohod T Fiaeier aaf
8 TRIET Fell oY ot e faezee ¢

Despite the political risks, this extraordinary resolve to tackle terror head on — and the refusal
to submit to nuclear blackmail and external pressure drew new red lines.

ToT=iticieh SNEAT & d1asie, 3Tcehdle; T TedaT &9 & HIHAT Hiat T T§ IATROT Hhod dUT
URATT] sclehlol U STeT Gl oh HHET o Gehel ohi #llicl o #18 olel WMV AR i
Operation Sindoor defined a new chapter in India’s defence evolution too.

itavere G =¥ 8-l o T Taehre &1 ot veh 10 37e7y T TR fohaT |

While on transition to integration and restructuring, this Operation tested the ground realities
of the three services — the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Indian Navy and the Indian Army.

ThIHIOT Ve YeTaTaat 2hT TfshaT & GRTeT 58 313Tet o cfiell i3l — TRl arg {ar (IAF),
AR AT TUT HRART YT — 1 IrEqTas T &THITHT T Tdedr o |

Post Pahalgam, the forces were tuned to expect a clear-cut political directive for action,
which came in an unambiguous form and was perhaps stronger than what the services had
anticipated.

TGS BT & U JATE HRATS g FISC sttt fereh fAader i 3rdam 2 W o, St rcda
FYSC &Y H IS EIHT TAT HHA: AT BT 39eTmt & ofr 3170 gg 2|

The services were given a free hand.

WATHT T qUT Tl FeeT T TS|

The resultant Indian strikes on nine terrorist targets were exceptionally well-integrated across
the three services, achieving total success despite a fully alert Pakistan.

% TRUTHETET &1 TdhdTe) fSHET IR fhT 1T TR goTer it AAT31T & 7T ITATRoT
H-IY & T ool EU TUT IUI: Hefeh AFRECATA & STasfe 0T heIcT 9ol g5

The choice of Bahawalpur and Muridke in Pakistan as targets was unthlnkable

IFRECTeT & FETaerq Ud HAGH I 87 & T & Fofoll Heho a1 HiAT ST 2T|

Pakistan and the world woke up to realities of the “new normal”.

AIfeREcTet T faRd & “AT QAT T AReAIhdi3il 1 31gerd foha|

Pictures and videos of the massive destruction at these terror hubs, and the sheer sc

saaﬁmﬁ%ﬁwgcmﬁmwé:ﬁawmammﬁﬁ%mﬁmmﬂmﬁ
&Y TR T ISR |
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The highly calibrated and intelligent Indian response over the next two days was executed
well, calmly but firmly.

31T & Tt 3 81T b 3rca e Hfere T gefRaaTqe gfafshar st wsir, enfaqol fheq
gedrqa fsranfead fomar arar|

o Pakistan clearly misread India’s resolve.
AIfREATe of TR & g6 HHeT T TISC § U eIl 3Tehele [Tl

¢ On May 9 and 10, when the Pakistan Air Force attempted to strike some of India’s critical
high-value assets, the Indian Air Force countered it in near real time with waves of airstrikes
hitting 11 bases across Pakistan, including Nur Khan, Sargodha, Murid and Bholari.

9 3R 10 &S Y, STa TfHFEATT Y AT o1 HR A hT HS 3 HgedqoT U ITa-FHo dTell
TARE TRETRIE O TER e T T R, T AR IRy {T o oleTsTeT aredfadh Fad
aama:riaﬁ%aﬂﬁgtrqmﬂé? 11 fSTAT o) §aTS Gl T A@er oS, oot 7y @,
Fwae, 8 3k e afFafaa 2

e The level of precise targeting and extent of damage achieved could not have been imagined
by Pakistan.

T FEIANE TUT T TS ITS &1 T T QAT AT SrHehT TREATeT o gl 3 =7eT Hr 2|

e The global defence analytical community acknowledges this as one of the most defining
and concise actions against a nuclear-armed nation.

ARG T&TT ARAYOr FHErT S8 U TATI-HRET 5g & faeeyy 1 15 Fady fviiaes vd wéreh
FNAEIT H J Th & T F TSR AT 8|

Military audaciousness at its best

=7 grefAwdr 1 gafa#d 3eror

e This total, integrated and calibrated response, characterised by masterful control of the
escalation ladder, reflects the seamless synergy between India’s civil and military
institutions.

I8 YO FAT-ad, Thigd Ta e foid Sfafshar, St aeima-gefer Y afiear o scpe 0T ganr
RfEAT o, sIRa 6 ARIRE va A= FEgmst & 7ey AeTy gaeag w gfafsfaa s g

e In my opinion, India’s achievements could not have been better.
Y AAGTAR, R Y STATAT S6Y S5l w761 81 Hehell AT

e After 88 hours of Operation Sindoor, by noon on May 10, Pakistan was reeling from massive
destruction at 11 bases by the IAF.

Fitavere figY o 88 ©eT & WA, 10 HS T GIUET oIoh UTTehEcllel HREART IR Wl SaRT 38 11
Wﬁwq@éﬁmﬁmmﬁ%ﬁiﬁrml
e Karachi was nervously monitoring Indian naval deployments poised for action, while

aggressive Indian Army operations along the Line of Control and the International Border
had rendered drone attacks unviable.

WWWWW%@W@%GﬁW@%WW%ﬁ,W
HRAT TAT F IThTHF FATRATTT o7 fAIT=or T@T TUT HARSET HAT I 31 gl hr
3TCUTAETR =TT f&aT 2|

e A robust, networked air-defence system, including the S-400 missile system had
completely denied airspace not only over Indian territory but also deep inside Pakistan.

TH-400 FAATEE Foelt HgT Ueh Yoo Ud Acah TR TRI-T&T T & of dhaol RAT &7
IR, dfcen TIferedret & #eR ITENS deh gaTs &1 a1 quid: T fieer &Y fear am
e Pakistan had no choice but to rush and request a ceasefire.

QTTRETeT o I Vel & FEErfamst hr HiaT et o ARl i 3 fehed oTgT =i T

Given the dynamics and complications of escalation control under a nuclear overhang,
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India’s Chief of Defence Staff and the Service Chiefs deserve high praise for the ferocious
targeting on May 10 and the brilliant seizing of the escalation opportunity to coerce a
termination.

mm@rwaﬁrﬁmﬁﬁwaﬁrmﬁwqﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁm?w%w
3t 3% TETd TUT /AT W@ 10 7§ &1 T 970 Uis TaTHEY HHHUT TAUT HaY FATTCA 8]
3EER & SchSe 3UATT o T A Tereh JHET & 917 ¢ |

This was military audaciousness at its very best.

g Y= WERAFAT F7 Tafda ergor 27|

The Indian armed forces responded in full measure to the political mandate, leaving no
doubt regarding the nation’s capacity for rapid, high-impact operation.

R TeE el A Teteiiforen fade & 317w ot a7aer & ary gfaforar &, forad eg & i
TG 3T-YHTE e HRATS Fet T &TAT TR IS TSE a1 &

The sheer scale and speed of India’s action on May 10 was watched with awe across the
country.

10 HE 1 $TRA T HRATS o fIATST T T ey 1Ty bl G 20 o 31T U 1R & |y |

The announcement of the ceasefire was too sudden for the public at large, You cannot blame
the people asking for more.

U AR hT BT 317 STeTcll & fAIT 37 Jrerreten oY, SHTCIT 37 TS T 3daT Hia
aTel ST Y 1Y Tgl feT ST HehelT|

One cannot view these developments with emotion.

o1 ECHTHHAT 31 HTAATCHE GIoCHIOT U 161 T ST HehlT|

Having achieved all objectives and the scope of action on May 10, the termination decision
was perfectly timed.

10 A T T 34T U HIRATs T HIAT I ITed & oled o AT HTRATT FATCT F:A FT
farotar quiar: suged @& o form aram|

Operation Sindoor’s ongoing status carries a powerful strategic signal.

Fitaeret fAqY i foiia? Fefar veh wereray Torehifarss weer Jeret et 1

Undoubtedly, the primary signal is for terrorists to remain in hiding and for their backers to
desist.

TAEHeE, SHRT YW T HMdharedt & forw & et T 3ae gadai & fow 3« v &
o 81t FT &

The message also extends to the Pakistani citizenry — a stark and constant reminder of the
reckless involvement of part of their military leadership.

Wﬁ%rmﬁmﬁmﬁaw%—ﬁmhma:waﬁﬁm
HfereddT I HoR Td faiar a1g emar gl

In the age of global digital transparency and expert strategic analysis, the truth of these
events cannot be shielded from their people for long.

&t RfSree TRefRiar va fasiwer toreifas faredwor & sa o1 7 go7 Teasit i Toars i o
AT Teh STAdT F ST AGT ST FeheT|

They must now confront the realities of a military regime camouflaged by a political facade
and “regime” change should be on their minds.

S 35¢ Ueh U VAT AT T e Taehdr3il T ATHAT ¥ 19T, ST Tetehifares HTaRor & N
%cngm’s", Jar “emieT gRade” &1 f[ATR 3% J & g a1fgv|

Accelerate indigenous defence growth
Facel 1&T fawra 7 digar o
Ongoing operations have implications for India as well.

ToT Tg ITAIAT & ARG & fow ot =am9es gorra &
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The defence forces would need to maintain a high state of readiness to act.
T&TT T T HRATS §f ITT TR T AT SATT TGA T AR g1 |
After the opening round of Operation Sindoor, the expectations are high.
Fitoeret figy & IRIAe =0T & 3T 3r9eTd i a6 13 &

| am sure the services are working proactively to deliver.

73t fareara § o et SaTC Al &9 & 3178 aRome & 8 F W 8

An equally important implication is for the defence industry to ramp up in real terms to
achieve Atmanirbharata.

Teh HAHTT ®9 ¥ HgeaquT THIT Ig © o T&TT 3T T A fdes TR aR ey Faed R et ghamm
AT TeAfersIRaT UTT T ST Tk |

The focus must be to “Innovate, Design, and Manufacture” at scale.
qCY e1 §3 YA R “FarR, 3ifqFevar va fRfasior o g w@mge)

The government has focused hugely on reforms to energise the public and private industry in
defence, aerospace, space, cyber and Artificial Intelligence domains.

TIHR o GURT I 19 €GTT shicel fohar & dTfeh T&TT, TIRFAH, IHARET, FrEa adT e
gefaweT &t & AIdeifaieh Ud sl 3eTt St FRreFd ST ST Heh |

The stellar performance of indigenous systems during Operation Sindoor has invigorated
India’s innovation and startup ecosystem.

itaere g o gRrer Fadelt gonfarat & cpse Yeelel o HRA & FAarIR Ud FIET
IR T T 778 Fofl et H &

I have always maintained that the real responsibility for being the “agent of change” rests
with the Defence Research and Development Organisation laboratories, Defence Public
Sector Undertakings, and, to some extent, even on large industry players already in the
system.

ﬁaﬁa%mméﬁ:“ﬁaﬂa%aﬁ’aﬁ@ramﬁmﬁﬁa&rﬁm@mwm
WIS Y JATATIT, T4T FSTforeh ITHAT TUT Ho WA ofeh Tgol & T 3 3l
gl aX o fAe et 1

They no longer have the option to delay and must immediately focus on truly integrating the
entire private sector, including MSMEs and startups, into an indigenous ecosystem through a
“whole-of-nation” approach.
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There is an urgent need to capitalize on this golden period of governance and reforms, and
the unpredictable geopolitical environment only reinforces the need to double down on true
Atmanirbharta.
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Ultimately, the “Modi redlines” regarding cross-border terrorism are permanent.
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This new normal is irreversible and will define India’s strategic mindset for the foreseeable
future.
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The nation demands nothing less, and the populace would stand firmly behind the architects
and executors of India’s national security.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 7



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488
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My salute to everyone involved in the success of Operation Sindoor.
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