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09M.  Hanuman‟s eloquence 

                    

 Kamban conferred the title of sollin 
selvan (Master of words) upon Hanuman in his 
Ramayanam. 

                                                 

(             )    उ         
 Hanuman‟s eloquence is like a rare jewel. 

                    ए                        
 Valmiki‟s work also pays tribute to 

Hanuman‟s way with words. 

                                  -       
                  

 There are two occasions when Hanuman 
lives up to his title, said Damal S. Ramakrishnan. 

      ए .                                    ब 

            उ                  ई          
 When Sugriva despatches Hanuman as 

his emissary to Rama and Lakshmana who have 
arrived near the Rushyamukha mountain in their 
search for Sita, Hanuman takes the form of a 

mendicant and addresses them. 

  ब                                                    औ                                 

ब             ,  ब        ए                        उ    ब            
 “How is it that you, with your brilliant complexion like that of royal sages or gods, are 

appearing like ascetics?” 

 “आ ,                                         ,                           ई          ?” 

 “How did you, who deserve to rule a kingdom, come to this place?” 

 “आ ,    ए                           , इ               आए?” 

 Impressed with Hanuman‟s speech and astuteness in sizing them up, Rama tells 
Lakshmana that only a man who has undergone the discipline needed to learn the Rig Veda, 
the memory power to master the Yajur Veda, and proficiency in proper recitation of the Sama 
Veda could speak that eloquently. 

                औ  उ       ब                     ,                                   इ    
              ब                                       ,                              

     औ                 उ                          
 The other occasion when Hanuman‟s eloquence came to the fore is when Sita was being 

held captive in Ashok Vanam by Ravana. 

             ब                          आई,        ब                                ब    
ब             

 He gently introduces himself by reciting events from Ayodhya in a manner that convinces her 

that he is there to help. 

 उ                                      ए               इ                              
                    उ                ए आए     

 Hanuman offers to rescue her by carrying her on his shoulders, saying he had already 
carried Rama, who is like a father figure to him, on his shoulders. 

        उ                 ब      ब                      औ                           ,    उ      ए 

            ,                 उ            
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 He says he was offering the same service to Sita, who is like a mother to him. 

                                                   ,    उ      ए                  
 However, Sita turns down the offer reasoning that if she were to do so, everyone would hail 

Sita as a great fighter, diminishing Rama‟s valour. 

        ,                ए                                             ,                     

            औ  इ                                 ए    
 As a talented speaker himself, Hanuman is impressed by her words. 

      ए                                उ                                  

 

 

09M. Restored version of John Abraham‟s classic movie Amma Ariyan to 

premiere at Cannes 

                          Amma Ariyan                      Cannes           

     

 Forty years after John Abraham made Amma Ariyan, one of the remarkable independent 
films to come out of Kerala, a 4K restoration of the film is set to be premiered at the Cannes 
Film Festival. 

 John Abraham       Amma Ariyan ब                  ब  ,            उ              

            ए    ,         4K                    ब Cannes Film Festival                   
        

 The film with a cult following, restored by the not-for-profit organisation Film Heritage 
Foundation (FHF) is the only Indian feature film selected for world premiere at the festival 

this year. 

         इ        इ             -              Film Heritage Foundation (FHF)       
                       औ     इ                                 ए       ई ए                 
         

 The premiere is scheduled on May 16. 

 इ           16  ई                 
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 John, who began working on the film based on a sliver of an idea based on the suicides of 
persons associated with the Naxalite movement, followed an alternative method of 
production and distribution with his friends at the Odessa Film Collective. 

        इ                                              आ            आ      ए          
         आ                   औ  उ                       Odessa Film Collective            

       औ                  ई  
 The collective staged street plays and screened films to collect voluntary contributions from 

the public to make the film. 

 इ               ब          ए                        ए                        औ           
            

 Although it was never released in the theatres, the film has acquired a cult following. 

                                               ई,        इ    ए          इ                
 Shivendra Singh Dungarpur, director, Film Heritage Foundation, told The Hindu that his 

memories of Amma Ariyan goes back to his student days at the Film and Television 
Institute of India (FTII), where legendary archivist P.K. Nair used to show the film to the 

students. 

 Film Heritage Foundation           Shivendra Singh Dungarpur    The Hindu    ब     
   Amma Ariyan    उ         Film and Television Institute of India (FTII)                

       ,            आ   इ     P.K. Nair                                 
 “The restoration was challenging as we had no original camera negative to work with. 

 “                                                      ए   ई                            
 The whole process, from searching out the last surviving unsubtitled print from the National 

Archives to identifying the copyright holder at the Odessa collective to restoring the print 

took close to 5-6 years, with the restoration work alone taking 2 years,” he says. 

           — National Archives          उ      ब    ब  इ                            Odessa 

collective          इ                     औ                             —      5-6     
   ,  ब                             2        ,” उ           

 The Film Heritage Foundation‟s restorations of Aravindan‟s Thamp, Aribam Syam 
Sharma‟s Ishanou, Shyam Benegal‟s Manthan, Satyajit Ray‟s Aranyer Din Ratri and 
Sumitra Peries‟s Gehenu Lamai were premiered at Cannes over the past five years. 

                   Film Heritage Foundation                  Aravindan    Thamp, Aribam 

Syam Sharma    Ishanou, Shyam Benegal    Manthan, Satyajit Ray    Aranyer Din 

Ratri औ  Sumitra Peries    Gehenu Lamai       Cannes                       

 

GS Paper 1: Society 09 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
09M Census enumerator ID can be verified through QR code 

                    ID    QR                                         
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09M.  Census enumerator ID can be verified 
through QR code 

                    ID    QR                 
                        

 Census enumerators have been given identity 
cards with QR codes to enable residents to verify 
authenticity, says Lalit Jain, Director of Census Operations 
(DCO), Haryana, amid resistance from several high-end 

gated societies to grant access to enumerators. 

                      QR                     ए  ए    
            उ                            ,            
                     (DCO) Lalit Jain       ब    ई उ   

                इ                                            

   ब        
 In an interview with The Hindu on Friday, Mr. Jain 

said, “We understand that there may be some apprehension 
in their [residents] minds that maybe people [enumerators] 
are not genuine. 

           The Hindu      ए                Jain       , “   

            उ    [        ]          आ                   

         [        ]                  
 Now, we have introduced the scan code enabled 

identity cards. 

  ब                                  ए     
 Any person who has any doubt about the 

authenticity of our enumerator can scan the code on the ID 
card for verification.” 

                                                       ,    

            ए               ए  ए                     
   ” 

 On December 2, 2025, the Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs informed Parliament that according to Section 8(2) 
of the Census Act, 1948, every resident is “legally bound” 

to answer Census-related questions to the best of her/his knowledge or belief. 

 2       , 2025                                ब                      , 1948         8(2) 

                                    औ                                          उ           
  ए “             ब   ”     

 “We have requested the presidents of the RWA (residents welfare associations) to allow us 

to enter, because Census ultimately is a nation building exercise, and it is to the benefit of 
everybody that we enumerate and we get to know the basic data about our population,” Mr. 
Jain said. 

 “     RWA (Residents Welfare Associations)                                            , 
                                          औ                                     औ       
                  आ            ,”    Jain         

Allaying concerns 

                       ए 
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 He added that “stranger anxiety” and apprehension about sharing personal data could be the 
reasons behind the resistance. 

 उ             “    ब                ” औ                                 आ     इ           
                         

 “Data we are asking for is not something which is very, very personal. 

 “                          ब                          
 We are just asking people whether they have drinking water supply in their homes, whether 

they have toilets. 

                                   उ                                    ,     उ                   
 And secondly, they need not worry because whatever data they give is secure with us. 

 औ        ब  , उ                  आ                                                            

       
 We will not share this data with anybody. 

                                         
 Moreover, this data will not lead to any documentation, and it cannot be used against you,” he 

said. 

 इ         ,                                       ब     औ  इ    उ     आ               
            ,” उ           
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09M. Caste-iron control 
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 Rinku Chauhan was four and her sister Jayashree all of two months when they were 
married to two brothers in their village of Sukarlai in Rohat tehsil of Rajasthan by their 

grandmother and the elders of the caste. 

                            औ  उ    ब                              ब उ         औ          
ब         उ                                         ई              इ                

 Rinku’s parents, who were not present at the ceremony, refused to accept the wedding. 

              -    ,              उ             ,    इ                          इ              
 They decided to take on the panch, a body of elderly men within a caste, which takes 

decisions on a range of matters. 

 उ                                     ,            ब                            औ               
                  

 This rebellion led to the caste leaders announcing a social boycott (hooka-pani band, or the 
stopping of shared resources). 

 इ                                       ब       (     -        )                 
 It has now been 26 years. 

  ब इ   26                 
 The social boycott means that no member of their caste, including distant and close relatives, 

is allowed to interact with the family. 

         ब                       उ              ई        ,                      ब          , 
                              

 The family has not been invited to weddings or death ceremonies all these years. 

 इ                                      ब          औ               ब                
 No one in the village has any economic association with them. 

                    उ          ई आ       ब            
 Intermittently, the family was asked to pay penalties ranging from ₹5,000 to ₹2 lakh, for which 

they eventually had to pawn their mother’s jewellery. 

    -                 ₹5,000    ₹2                            ,         ए उ                
                     

 They were also forced to organise feasts for meetings of the panch leaders. 

 उ                  ब          ए     आ                ए      ब             
 These meetings were held to decide how much longer the ostracisation would extend. 

    ब                     ए                     ब                                
 Rinku’s father was routinely called for these meetings and allegedly humiliated by being made 

to stand apart from the rest of the gathering. 

                               इ  ब        ब              औ             उ    ब                

                               
 Rinku, now 30, grew up to become a lawyer, and about three years ago, she filed a criminal 

case against the panch. 

  ब 30                 ब          औ                    उ                   आ             
           

 She is now fighting it in the Pali district court, where she is an advocate. 

     ब इ                               ,                          
 “Through life, my family would keep me home because they didn’t want any more trouble 

because of me. Now, though, my fellow lawyers are standing with me,” she says. 

           , “                                                              औ                         
       ब                                ” 

 Across Rajasthan, in districts like Jodhpur Rural, Barmer, Jaisalmer, Jalore, Nagaur, Pali, 
and Banswara, caste panchayats rule with an iron grip, running extrajudicial courts. 
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                        ,       ,        ,      ,      ,      औ                             

                                -                        
 In March 2025, the judiciary stepped in after they saw a number of cases detailing instances 

of social ostracisation by panch groups. 

      2025                               ब उ                                     ब          
 ई       आए  

 The Jodhpur Bench of the Rajasthan High Court ordered the formation of a commission of 

advocates and civil society members to probe the matter. 

                                                         ए       औ                       
   ए  आ                 आ          

 The commission submitted its report in April 2026, following which the High Court ruled that 
social boycotts and diktats by caste panchayats are unconstitutional, violating fundamental 
rights under Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21. 

 आ            2026                    ,       ब   उ                                        
        ब       औ  आ                  औ          14, 15, 19 औ  21                      
   उ               

Those who sit in judgment 

                    

 In her chamber in the Pali district court, Rinku says her family had to leave their ancestral 
village, where they owned land, and move to Pali, about 20 kilometres away. 

                           ब           ब           उ                                           

20                             
 Here, her father had to take up work as a factory labourer to sustain the family of six.  

      उ                                        ए                              
 “When my grandmother died, no one in the extended family turned up for the rituals,” she 

says. 

           , “ ब                      ई,  ब                      ई                         आ   ” 
 Rinku remembers attending a panch meeting once, where she spoke against the practice of 

social ostracisation. 

                       ए  ब          ब        ई    ,      उ              ब                       

आ    उ  ई  
 “I was fined ₹5,000 for speaking, as women are not allowed to,” she says. 

           , “ब          ए        ₹5,000                                       ब        
               ” 

 Over the years, following police complaints, two of the caste leaders were arrested, but, she 
says, “They were let off soon.” 

                               ब                                        ,                 , 
“उ                        ” 

 “Within the court premises, they mocked me, saying I would never be accepted by society.” 

 “               उ                उ       ए                                        ” 
 Caste panchayats in India, also called khap or jatiya panchayats, panch patels, or bhang 

jade, are informal bodies mostly prevalent in parts of Rajasthan, Haryana, and western 
Uttar Pradesh. 

                     ,          ,             ,                                     ,        
       ,         औ                                                       ए      
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 They differ from the constitutional Gram Panchayats created under the 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment (1992). 

    73                  (1992)                                              
 Panch leaders enforce traditional norms by imposing social boycotts, heavy fines, and other 

coercive measures against those who deviate from the community’s self-prescribed rules. 

                                           ए         ब      ,              औ              
उ               

 Eventually, the victim is ousted from their community and sometimes, from the family.  

                       औ     -                 ब                     
 Reasons for ostracisation can range from marital discord and marrying outside the caste or 

sub-caste to land disputes and even standing in support of someone who has been 
ostracised. 

 ब                                ,         उ         ब         ,            औ  ब             

                                   

The need for a targeted law 

                        

 The report of the commission notes that despite its devastating impact, there exists no central 
legislation in India that criminalises and punishes the concept of social boycott as an offence. 

 आ                               इ                      ब                    ई                  
              ब                                    

 “In the absence of a specific law that explicitly recognises social boycott as a punishable 
offence, investigative agencies face significant difficulty in determining the appropriate legal 
provision,” says advocate Shobha Prabhakar. 

                           , “                                      ब                 

              ,      ए          उ                                  ई         ” 
 The practice prevails irrespective of religion. 

                       ए  ब            
 Sheru Khan lives in Bambara village of Jaisalmer district. 

                                                 
 Khan’s adult daughter married a man from the same caste as her own, but since the two had 

chosen to get married to each other, rather than have their parents arrange the marriage, the 
panch was unhappy. 

             ब                                          ,                                     
             ,        इ              ई  

 The chief khalifa imposed the traditional social boycott known as haath band on Khan and 

his family. 

                   औ  उ                               ब                             
 In his April order, based on the commission’s report, Justice Farjand Ali ordered the 

Rajasthan government to formulate a policy with standard operating procedures to curb 

these actions. 

              आ                                               इ        इ                   
  ए                             ब        आ          

 He suggested a law similar to Maharashtra‟s. 

 उ                                        
 The Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act, 2016 criminalises social boycott by caste groups. 
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                               ,        औ                , 2016                

ब                               
 It punishes offenders with up to 7 years in jail, ₹5 lakh fine, or both. 

 इ              7              , ₹5                                   
 Advocate Prabhakar has now begun a Rajasthan Social Boycott Prevention Campaign on 

social media. 

                   ब                                                              
 “The campaign aims to compel the government into enacting a specific law that criminalises 

social boycott,” she says. 

           , “इ            उ                               ब          ए ब               
        ब                          ” 

 The law should also include provisions for compensation and rehabilitation of the victims. 

                      आ    औ                                ए  
 The campaign addresses the establishment of a robust support mechanism for victims, 

including a helpline, fast-track courts, psychological counselling, and financial assistance. 

                       ए       इ ,     -          ,                   औ               
       ब                          ई     

 “Investigations should be completed within 90 days and a senior officer of Additional SP rank 
as Nodal Officer should monitor all pending cases of social boycott,” she adds. 

    आ          , “     90                            ए औ                             
                     ब           ब                       ” 

 Victims should be provided security to protect them from community pressure, the campaign 
demands. 

                                           ब      ब          ए                 ए  
 No panch was willing to speak for this story. 

 इ              ए   ई                ब                       

GS Paper 1: Geography  09 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
09M Nightmare on the Narmada 
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09M. Nightmare on the Narmada 

                  

 Of the 41 passengers and crew members onboard a cruise vessel on the Narmada River, 13 
died when it capsized during a violent storm in the Bargi Dam reservoir on April 30. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3 

              ए                  41        औ                         13            ई  ब 30 

                                                          
 The tourism department-operated cruise had been carrying families seeking respite from the 

summer heat. 

                                                   आए                            
 Mehul Malpani reports on the tragedy in Jabalpur and the questions it has raised over safety 

protocols and preparedness for inland vessel operations. 

                           इ        औ  आ                                                  
उ                          

 April 30 was a sweltering summer day in Madhya Pradesh, with the temperature crossing 40 

degrees Celsius. 

 30                                    ,             40                                 
 So, when clouds gathered over the Jabalpur sky and a light breeze swept through the city 

that afternoon, people planned outings to nearby parks and lakes. 

 इ   ए  ब उ                  आ        ब      ए औ              ,                        
औ                         ब  ई  

 Several families decided to head to the Bargi dam reservoir on the Narmada river, about 40 
kilometres from Jabalpur. 

  ई                           40                                                        
            

 For nearly three decades, this has been a popular destination for locals and tourists alike. 

    ब                            औ              ए                     
 Boat and cruise rides are operated by the Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Development 

Corporation (MPSTDC) at the Bargi Boat Club. 

                     औ                                                     (MPSTDC) 

                    
 “I have been going there for more than 20 years and my family loves boating and going on 

cruise rides,” says 72-year-old Riyaz Hussain Sayyed. 

 72                              , “   20                                    औ                 
       औ                   ” 

 “Whenever I have family or friends visiting, I take them there.” 

 “ ब                        आ     ,    उ                     ” 
 Sayyed’s latest cruise ride, however, has left him with trauma that he says will stay with him 

forever. 

        ,                            उ        आ               उ                         
 That windy afternoon, as passengers were enjoying the change in weather, a storm suddenly 

intensified and huge waves lashed against the boat, which capsized within minutes. 

 उ                         ब              ब        आ             ,                        
    औ                         ,                               ई  

 Sayyed watched helplessly as his 66-year-old wife, Reshma, disappeared into the water. 

                            उ    66                            ब        
 His daughter’s mother-in-law, Shamim Zaidi, 68, also died. 

 उ    ब                    , 68,                 ई  
 “I just waited for death quietly. I heard a man’s voice on the other side of the boat. He was 

also trying to get out, but he soon became silent,” he recalls. 

               ए        , “                 इ                                       ए  आ       
आ                ब                             ,              उ    आ    ब       ई ” 

 Clinging to a small grill, Sayyed managed to breathe through a narrow gap for more than four 
hours, surrounded by violent water and an eerie darkness. 
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 ए                                                    ए                      ,  ब        
   उ          औ                    

 He began shouting when he saw lights towards the shore and was rescued more than an 
hour later by construction workers and officials, who had to break part of the vessel to reach 
him. 

  ब उ                                                  औ  ए       ब                     
                                उ    ब      

 Of the 39 passengers and two crew members who embarked on the last cruise ride that day 
around 5.20 p.m., 13 people, including eight women and four children, drowned. 

 उ               5:20 ब                          39        औ                            
आ          औ      ब         13       ब  ए  

 The rest were rescued by workers of a nearby private construction company, along with 
rescue teams that arrived shortly after. 

 ब                   ए                                 औ  ब             ब            ब      
 The incident occurred about 100 metres from the shore. 

                        100            ई  

Trapped beneath the river 

                    ए 

 Over the past week, several videos of the incident have emerged online, providing glimpses 
of the tragedy. 

             इ           ई            इ        आए   ,    इ                          
 One clip captures the moments just before the boat overturned, with two men tearing open life 

jacket packets while others remain inside an already flooding cabin. 

 ए                                            ई        ,               इ                            
 ब                               ब               

 Another shows survivors floating in the water, trying to reach the shore amid high waves. 

 ए                      ब       ऊ            ब                   ए                            

         ई          
 Survivors and officials say that those who managed to jump out of the cruise from the deck or 

through windows survived the tragedy, while most of the passengers trapped beneath the 
vessel died, as the life jackets were unable to bring them to the surface. 

       ब        औ                                                   ब                    ,    
ब   ए,  ब                                              ई         इ        उ                
         

 Marina Messi, 39, along with her husband Pradeep, two children — Siya and Trishaan — 
and her parents had come to Jabalpur from the Delhi cantonment area to attend a family 
function on April 29. 

 39                ,              ,    ब    —      औ        —              -            29 

        ए                                      ए                         आई      
 Before their return, they decided to take the cruise. 

               उ                                   
 Three members of the family are dead: Marina’s mother Madhu Messi, 62; Marina, who was 

found trapped beneath the vessel in a life jacket, and her four-year-old son Trishaan, whom 

she was embracing. 

                                ई:                      , 62;      ,      इ                    
               ; औ  उ             ब         ,      उ           ब               आ     
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 Julius Messi, Marina’s 65-year-old father, says, “Everything transpired within minutes so 

nobody had time to react.” 

          65                              , “ ब                           , इ   ए         
                              ” 

 Most families have expressed anger over the lack of preparedness on the cruise in the event 
of an emergency, while also alleging negligence on the part of the crew. 

                    आ                                  औ                                 
   ई     

 Cruise operator Mahesh Patel and boatman Chhotalal Gond are facing the most ire as 

survivors allege that they were of “no help” during the tragedy. 

                      औ                     ब        आ                               

      ब       आ                                 उ      “  ई    ”          
 They also allege that the passengers were not given any instructions before the ride on how 

to respond in case of an emergency, and that there were no jackets for children. 

 उ            आ                                    आ                        , इ      ई 

                 ई औ  ब         ए   इ                     
 “We managed to get life jackets but that was not enough. There were no instructions. The 

authorities cannot just throw jackets at us at the last minute.” 

 “     इ                      ए                            ई              ए  ए          आ     
                                                         ” 

Lack of protocols and enforcement 

         औ                 

 Adventure tourism activities in the State are governed by the tourism department, based on 
the Indian Adventure Tourism Guidelines, 2018, of the Adventure Tour Operators 
Association of India, approved by the Union Ministry of Tourism. 

                                                                     ,           ए      
                 2018    आ        ,                                                   

 Under the subhead for river cruising, section 26.9 mandates that a “comprehensive safety 
briefing must be given on boarding the vessel where all emergency drills are 
explained/demonstrated.” 

                 ब     उ      26.9           “                                             
    ए,           आ                   ए औ           ए   ए  ” 

 Pictorial demonstrations, usage of life vests, muster stations for boarding lifeboats etc must 
be explained in detail. 

              ,   इ           उ    ,   इ ब                   आ                        
         ए  

 Madhya Pradesh is yet to form and notify its own rules for inland vessels operations despite 
the Inland Vessels Act being passed in Parliament in 2021. 

             2021                           ए                 ब       ब    आ            

            ए                ब  ए     
 Kerala, Gujarat, and Goa, among others, have their own rules. 

     ,        औ             ई                        
 Experts blame lack of enforcement of rules and guidelines for slow responses and lack of 

preparedness during such incidents. 

                                         औ                     ए       औ                
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 N. Unni, former director of the Inland Waterways Authority of India, says that in several 

countries, a detailed and mandatory instruction session is conducted before passengers are 
allowed onboard. 

                                               ए .                  ई                        
                    औ                   आ                    

 “This is missing in our country,” he says. 

           , “             इ           ” 

GS Paper II: Polity 09 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

09M EC publishes Index Cards for Assembly elections 

 EC                         ए Index Cards          ए 
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09M. EC publishes Index Cards for Assembly elections 

 EC                         ए Index Cards          ए 

 The Election Commission on Friday published Index Cards and 
Statistical Reports for the recently concluded Assembly elections in four States 

and one Union Territory. 

 Election Commission                                        औ  ए            

                             ए Index Cards औ  Statistical Reports        

  ए  
 According to data made available in the public domain through the EC 

website and the ECINET app, total votes polled in West Bengal were 
6,38,42,843, of which 6,32,58,138 were valid. 

 EC website औ  ECINET app                               उ        ए  ए 

आ              , West Bengal        6,38,42,843           ए,          
6,32,58,138         

 In Assam, the corresponding figures were 2,16,84,656 and 2,13,97,936. 

 Assam      ब     आ     2,16,84,656 औ  2,13,97,936     
 The turnout of women voters in West Bengal was 93.8%, slightly higher 

than the 92.06% for men. 

 West Bengal                                  93.8%   ,             92.06% 

                 
 In Assam, women’s turnout was recorded at 86.53%, marginally 

exceeding the 84.95% of men. 

 Assam                           86.53%             ,             84.95%    
              

 Tamil Nadu polled 4,93,89,958 votes and 4,91,24,329 were valid, while 
in Kerala, 2,16,30,208 votes were polled and 2,14,71,988 were valid. 

 Tamil Nadu    4,93,89,958           ए औ  4,91,24,329       ,  ब   Kerala    
2,16,30,208           ए औ  2,14,71,988         

 Women voters recorded a turnout of 86.2% in Tamil Nadu, higher than 
the 83.77% among men. 

 Tamil Nadu                                  86.2%    ,             83.77% 

            
 In Kerala, women voter participation stood at 81.17% as against 74.9% 

among men. 

 Kerala                          81.17%    ,  ब               74.9%     
 The Union Territory of Puducherry saw 8,66,932 votes being cast, of 

which 8,59,506 were valid. 

                Puducherry    8,66,932           ए,          8,59,506         

NOTA option 

 NOTA       

 The percentage of voters opting for „None of the Above‟ (NOTA) was 
the highest in Assam at 1.23% and lowest in Tamil Nadu at 0.4%. 

 „None of the Above‟ (NOTA)                                    Assam    
 ब        1.23% औ  Tamil Nadu     ब      0.4%     

 This round of Assembly elections also saw extensive mobilisation of electoral infrastructure. 

                    इ                ब                                       ई  
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 West Bengal had the highest number of polling stations at 85,092, followed by Tamil Nadu 
with 75,064 and Assam with 31,490. 

 West Bengal     ब        85,092             , इ    ब   Tamil Nadu    75,064 औ  Assam 

   31,490               
 The Index Cards contain data across multiple dimensions, such as candidates, electors, 

votes polled, votes counted, party-wise and candidate-wise votes polled, etc. 

 Index Cards    उ        ,         ,       ए     ,       ए     ,       औ  उ                
          आ          ब     आ               
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 NITI Aayog                   औ                               ई 

09M The elephant in India‟s data room 

                                        

 

09M. NITI Aayog flags low student retention, learning 
outcomes 

 NITI Aayog                   औ                      
         ई 

 A decadal analysis of India’s school education system by NITI 
Aayog reveals that while India has achieved a near-universal access to 

school at the primary level, it faces challenges in retaining students at 
the secondary level. 

 NITI Aayog                                                           
                                                                    

        ,                              ब  ए                           
           

 There is also a persistent crisis in achieving learning outcomes. 

                                              ब     आ     
 The report, titled “School education system in India — 

temporal analysis and policy roadmap for quality Enhancement”, 

highlights the “pyramid” problem. 
 “School education system in India — temporal analysis and policy 

roadmap for quality Enhancement”                      “       ” 

         उ              
 The education system currently resembles a sharp pyramid, 

housing 14.71 lakh schools and 24.69 crore students. 

                      ए                            ,       14.71     

     औ  24.69                    

High rate 

        

 While the country boasts 7.3 lakh primary schools, that 
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number plummets to 1.64 lakh at the higher secondary level. 

             7.3                      ,      उ                                1.64        

         
 Four out of every 10 children who enter the system drop out before completing higher 

secondary education. 

                            10       4 ब    उ                                        ई          
    

 “This structural fragmentation means only 5.4% of schools offer a continuous journey from 

Grade 1 to 12. 

 “इ                         ब            5.4%             1    12                     

         
 For the vast majority of students, moving up through the grades requires changing institutions 

multiple times — a hurdle that contributes to a steep attrition rate,” the report said. 

                   ए          आ   ब              ई ब        ब             —    ए      ब    
      उ      आउ                      ,”                    

 “This fragmentation without any established linkage between schools for transitioning requires 
students to shift schools at key stages, depending on local availability, which further 
contributes to declining retention rates and limits the likelihood of progression to higher stages 
of education.” 

 “         ब                 ब       ब                            उ          आ       
                      ब          ए   ब          ,                          औ  उ        
                                           ” 

 To add to this, close to 7,993 schools across the country reported zero student enrolment, 
with the highest numbers seen in West Bengal (3,812) and Telangana (2,245). 

 इ         ,               7,993                                       ,        ब        

      West Bengal (3,812) औ  Telangana (2,245)        
 “While these schools appear operational in administrative records, they no longer serve any 

student population. 

 “                                              ई        ,        ब इ      ई                
 These schools, despite zero enrolment, continue to receive financial and human resources 

due to the lack of updating of records, showing the difference between on-ground reality and 
planning,” the report said. 

                 ब                                                औ                        
       ,                औ           ब                    ,”                    

Composite schools 

                

 The report recommends “cylindrical” schooling to fix the “leaky pipeline” of student dropouts, 
which involves creating composite schools that cover Grades 1-12 under one roof. 

               आउ     “       इ   इ ”                  ए “         ”                       

       ,           1    12                      ए                ब  ए   ए   
 The report points to the fact that the Right to Education Act ends at age 14, leaving families 

to bear the costs of tuition, books, and transport for older children. 

        इ            इ                Right to Education Act 14        आ               
       ,       ब   ब          ,     ब  औ                           उ              

 The report highlights that according to UDISE+ 2024-25, 1.19 lakh schools lack access to 

functional electricity. 
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           ब               UDISE+ 2024-25          , 1.19                       ब       
                

 Access to water and hygiene facilities is also inconsistent. 

      औ                                        
 The share of schools with drinking water facilities has increased from 96.5% in 2014 to 99% 

in 2025, but 14,505 schools still lack functional water sources, and nearly 59,829 lack hand-

washing facilities, compromising student health and hygiene. 

                                            2014    96.5%    ब    2025    99%          ,       

       14,505                                 औ       59,829                             
       ,                      औ                         

 The report pointed out that in October 2025, the Education Ministry announced that AI and 
Computational Thinking will be introduced from Grade 3. 

           ब                   2025    Education Ministry                       3    AI and 

Computational Thinking          ए    
 However, the report warns that without ethical frameworks and better teacher training, an 

over-reliance on AI could “diminish independent thinking” in younger learners.  

        ,                                       औ  ब                    ब   AI           

                           “                           ” 
 Despite high enrolment, reading proficiency in Grade 8 has dropped. 

 उ              ब      Grade 8                         
 In 2014, 74.7% of Grade 8 students could read a Grade 2 text; by 2024, that figure fell to 

71.1%. 

 2014   , Grade 8    74.7%     Grade 2                  ; 2024       आ          71.1% 

        
 In mathematics, only 45.8% of Grade 8 students can solve a basic division problem. 

              45.8% Grade 8     ए                                  
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09M. The elephant in India‟s data room 

                                        

 As another session of Parliament ended, a familiar pattern was visible on the floor of the 

House. 

                 ए  औ             आ,               ए                   ई     
 Members of Parliament who rose to ask questions, performing one of Parliament’s most 

important accountability functions. 

                      ए       ए,             ब                                       ए            

    
 Yet, a large share of these questions have followed a predictable format, such as asking how 

many schools have functional toilets, how many pensions were disbursed in a given year, or 

how many beneficiaries received a particular scheme. 

       , इ          ए  ब                                            ,                        
                             ,                                   ई,                       
                                 आ  

 While these questions address important public concerns, the information they seek should 
ideally already exist in the public domain in a clear, standardised, and easily accessible 
format. 

                                      ब       ,       इ                 ई         आ          
                               ,                        उ                            ए  

 An analysis of the parliamentary questions asked during the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) on 
youth employment found that a large share sought such basic facts. 
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 17           (2019-24)                           ब           ए                               

  आ    उ    ए  ब                            ब         
 This reflects a far deeper reality that India’s data system is fragmented and lacks 

interoperability. 

    ए                                                                             उ        -
                       

 The elephant in the room, rarely acknowledged in such debates, is data standardisation, 
without which even the most ambitious policy visions risk being built on shifting sands. 

     ब            उ       ब   ब                       ,        ब                           

                 आ                            उ        
 

Anatomy of the problem 

                 
 

 In the National Data and Analytics Platform vision document released by NITI Aayog, it 
was observed that India’s data ecosystem remains incoherent, with Ministries and 

government departments failing to use shared standards for common indicators and even 
defining basic attributes such as time period and region inconsistently. 

                                 ए   ए                                                  
                           ब            ब     ई   ,             ए                       

                           उ                                      औ                        
                                    

 India today generates more data than ever before, yet abundance does not equate to 

usability. 

 आ                                       उ            ,                     उ             
      

 Data collected by individual Ministries for their own programmes often cannot be integrated 
seamlessly, making consolidation a laborious and error-prone task. 

                          -                                                ए                
       ,                             ए            ब           

 According to a NITI Aayog report released in June 2025, welfare programme databases 
often list the same beneficiary multiple times, leading to fiscal leakages that inflate spending 
by 4%-7% annually. 

     2025                                      ,                          ब           ए     
               ई ब              ,                      उ             औ                4%-7% 

                        
 Recent government data clean-ups highlight the potential savings from addressing such 

inefficiencies. 

                         ए  ए                                                               
        ब                        

 Notably, deleting 17.1 million ineligible names from the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme was expected to save ₹90 billion in FY2024, while removing 35 
million bogus LPG connections could save ₹210 billion over two years, and eliminating 16 
million fake ration cards may save around ₹100 billion annually. 

            ,                           (PM-KISAN)          17.1                        
           2024         ₹90           ब            ,  ब   35            ए      
                          ₹210            16                                           
     ₹100           ब            
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 These inefficiencies have significant policy implications. 

 इ                                      
 In the health sector, for instance, studies show that childhood tuberculosis cases are 

recorded separately in the Health Management Information System, the disease 

surveillance network, and immunisation registries, often resulting in the same patient being 
counted multiple times. 

 उ        ,                                                                          

                       ,                                               -             
       ,            ए              ई ब                    

 Such duplication creates conflicting estimates, often leaving decision-makers uncertain and 
leading some to disregard data altogether in favour of anecdote or political expediency. 

                          आ    उ            ,            -                       उ     

             ई ब              उ                                                            
         

 Beyond policy implications, these weaknesses also carry perception and economic costs. 

                    ,                                                          
 In the Global Innovation Index 2024, India had missing data for two indicators and outdated 

data for eight, with several relying on figures more than a year old. 

                      2024                                                आ                      
             आ,           ई आ     ए                         

 Without coordinated methodologies, such indices both mask real performance and expose 
gaps in inter-agency coordination. 

                                                                              -ए     
                  उ              

 In economic terms, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
estimates that improving public-sector data availability and sharing could add up to 1.5% of 
GDP, rising to 2.5% if private-sector data is included. 

 आ            ,                           -       ए                                     

                       ए                       GDP    1.5%                         ,    
                                    2.5%                   

 In other words, the cost of poor data governance lies not only in misinformed decisions but 
also in squandered economic potential. 

            ,                                                         , ब                
  ई                            

Common standard for data 

                     

 The solution to the inefficiencies can be seen under the National Data Governance 
Framework Policy (NDGFP), where the proposed India Data Management Office (IDMO) 

has the potential to be the keystone of reform by developing and enforcing common rules, 
standards, guidelines and protocols for data across all Ministries and States. 

 इ                                                   (NDGFP)                          , 
                                       (IDMO)             ए                               , 

    ,     -      ए                  ए                      आ        ब           
 However, the IDMO needs to be empowered with real authority to set binding standards, audit 

compliance, and resolve disputes over definitions and methodologies across Ministries. 

        , IDMO    ब                          ,                -                          
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              ए                    ब                                                      ए 

        आ           
 Otherwise, the inefficiencies will persist. 

      ,         ए  ब          
 In addition, alignment with global statistical frameworks such as the UN‟s System of 

National Accounts for economic indicators, and harmonising them within a National 
Statistical Standards Manual could unify definitions and practices nationwide. 

 इ           , आ                                                   (System of National 

Accounts)                                              उ                                  
                      ब    ,                    ए              ए                

 Most of all, India’s open data platform, “data.gov.in”, should be scaled up into a 

centralised, schema-consistent repository that serves both public availability of information 
and internal needs. 

  ब                 ,                          , “data.gov.in”,    ए          ए             

                                                 ए,                   उ           आ      

आ                            
 Ministries must upload datasets in standardised formats regularly, enabling 

parliamentarians to access real-time, district-level figures. 

                                                               ए,                         

           -      आ                           

As a benchmark 

 ए                

 Finally, institutionalising accountability will be key to sustaining progress. 

      ,             ब  ए                                                        
 NITI Aayog‟s Data Governance Quality Index should be an annual benchmark, tied to 

performance reviews and incentives for Ministries and States, as healthy competition on 
data quality can drive change as powerfully as economic competition. 

                                        ए                       ए,                     ए   
                                        ए,                                               उ    
                                      आ               

 Data standardisation is often minimised as a technical exercise, but it is in fact the grammar 
of governance that a nation aspiring to become a $5 trillion economy needs to get right. 

                            ए                                             ,                
                      ,      5                          ब       आ                        
                      आ         

 Addressing the elephant in the data room means committing to the standards, systems and 
stewardship that will make India’s data fit for purpose, and fit for the future. 

                                                         उ       ,         ए    ब           

   ब          ,                                                       ए        ब  ए     
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09M. The „bridge of dance‟ that was struck 

 „             ‟             

 The B1 Bridge in Karaj, the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf region, was hit during the 

American and Israeli military strikes on the night of April 2. 

 B1 Bridge    Karaj            औ  Persian Gulf         ब   ऊ          , 2                     
औ  इ                           ब          

 In Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project. 

        , ई                   ए                               ब          
 It is now being presented as a symbol of resistance. 

  ब इ                                                 
 Standing over the dry bed of the Karaj River, all that remains are twisted steel beams, 

shattered concrete slabs, dust, and silence. 
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 Karaj River                ब             ई         ब   ,        ई             ब,     औ         
ब       

 What lies here is not the aftermath of an accident. 

                        ब                      
 Iranian o•cials and witnesses describe it as a deliberate and calculated strike — one they 

say was designed not just to destroy infrastructure, but to break Iran’s industrial and social 
backbone. 

 ई               औ                इ   ए            औ      -          ब        —       
उ           ब                               ब    ई       औ       औ                       
    

 On the night of April 2, 2026, the B1 Bridge in Karaj — the tallest bridge in the Persian Gulf 

region — was hit during American and Israeli military strikes, according to Iranian authorities. 

 ई                        , 2      2026                  B1 Bridge —                   

    ब   ऊ           —         औ  इ                           ब    
 The attack destroyed a key section of the bridge and turned what was once considered a 

symbol of Iranian engineering into a •eld of rubble. 

 इ                 ए                                औ         ई     इ                        
       , उ     ब            ब         

 In Iran, however, the bridge has quickly become something larger than a construction project. 

        , ई                   ए                                                
 It is now being presented as a symbol of national resistance and self-reliance. 

  ब इ                 औ  आ                                                 
 The B1 Bridge, also known as Bilqan 1, connected the Bilqan region of Karaj with Tehran 

and formed part of one of Iran’s most important transport corridors. 

 B1 Bridge,      Bilqan 1               ,          ब                               औ  ई       
 ब                                 ए               

 Karaj, located west of Tehran, functions as Iran’s largest industrial suburb. 

                             , ई        ब   ब   औ       उ                            
 Nearly 200,000 vehicles travel daily between Karaj and Tehran, and the bridge had been 

designed to divert almost one-third of the tra•c from heavily congested older routes. 

      2                      औ            ब               , औ  इ                            
             ए -    ई                    ए     इ               

 Its strategic importance extended far beyond urban tra•c management. 

 इ                                    ब                      
 The corridor links Tehran to Qazvin, Tabriz, the Caspian region, and onward trade routes 

connecting Iran with Russia and Central Asia. 

                           ,  ब   ,             औ  आ              ए                    
                  

 Project Engineer of this bridge has also emphasised another aspect of the bridge — that it 
was built almost entirely with domestic technology and materials. 

 इ                  इ           इ    ए  औ                   —    इ                       
      औ             ब             

 The bridge had not yet been formally inaugurated, though tra•c had already started moving 
across it. 

                औ       उ             आ   ,       उ                             

Broader strategy 
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 According to local accounts, civilians had gathered near the Karaj riverbed on the evening of 
April 2 when the strikes began. 

                        , 2              ब            ए,  ब                           
ए         

 The •rst missile hit the central span of the bridge, causing a section to collapse and vehicles 
to fall into the dry riverbed below. 

          इ                                ब    ,       उ    ए             औ            
                 ए  

 Emergency responders rushed to the scene soon afterward. 

 इ          ब   आ         ब                          
 Witnesses and Iranian o•cials state that additional strikes followed after rescue teams 

arrived. 

            औ  ई                             ब                     ब   औ         ए  ए  
 The sequence of attacks has been described by Iranian commentators as a “triple-tap strike”, 

a military tactic in which an initial strike is followed by subsequent attacks targeting rescuers 
and emergency personnel arriving at the scene. 

 ई                   इ          “triple-tap strike” ब       ,                              औ  
    ब              आ                       ब       ब                  

 Iranian authorities have described the attack as a violation of international humanitarian law, 
arguing that the bridge was civilian infrastructure rather than a military target. 

 ई                  इ                                     उ      ब        औ               

           ब                ,   ई                
 Beyond the destruction itself, Iranian analysts believe the strikes re•ected a broader 

geopolitical strategy aimed at destabilising Iran internally. 

             , ई                                     ई                                     -
                             

 The B1 corridor connects Tehran with northern and northwestern regions that have large 
Azeri populations. 

 B1                   उ    औ  उ  -                             ब                  आब         
    

 Karaj itself has a substantial Azeri community, while cities further northwest such as Tabriz 
are overwhelmingly Azeri. 

            ब         आब      ,  ब   उ  -          ब                                           
 Iranian political commentators argue that the destruction of the bridge was intended to isolate 

Tehran from those regions and create internal pressure or instability along ethnic lines. 

 ई                                                         उ                उ              

     औ        आ       आ       ब                            
 A strategy they claim resembles approaches previously seen in Syria and Lebanon. 

 उ                                     औ    ब           ई  ई                   
 However, Iranian officials insist that such assumptions misread the structure of Iranian 

society. 

        , ई                                      ए  ई                                    
          

 Azeris are deeply integrated into Iran’s political, military, and economic institutions and 
constitute one of the country’s most influential communities. 

              ई               ,      औ  आ                    ई           आ    औ          ब   
                       ए      
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 The attacks also intensified debate within Iran over technological independence and industrial 
self-sufficiency. 

 इ          ई                      औ  औ       आ             ब      औ               
 In recent years, Tehran has invested heavily in domestic engineering and manufacturing 

capabilities as sanctions limited access to foreign suppliers and international cooperation. 

              ,    ब                   आ            औ                                          
                इ           औ                                         

 Iranian officials point to projects such as the B1 Bridge as examples of the country’s ability to 

sustain major infrastructure development independently. 

 ई             B1 Bridge                                       ब   ब                       
ब  ए                 उ                              
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09M. Call for long-term cotton 

policies 

                               

 The long-term policies of the 
government should address the 
fundamental constraints faced by the 
cotton sector to improve productivity. 

 उ                      ए          
                                      
             ब                     
    ए  

 It should ensure economic viability of the crop for the growers and also take into account the 
interests of the entire value chain, said a study taken up by the Confederation of Indian 
Textile Industry with Gherzi Textile Organization and the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee, as knowledge partners. 

 इ                ए        आ                                 ए औ                               
                     ए,    ब                                                             

           औ                 ए                                            ए  ए ए  

              ई  
 The 11% import duty imposed in 2021-22 was to address the temporary surplus of cotton 

due to the fall in mill use forced by the COVID pandemic. 

 2021-22              11%                   उ                  उ                    
                      ए   ,                            आ     

 The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) stepped in to procure a large volume of cotton. 

                         (CCI)    ब                             ए              
 However, the years after saw a rise in mill use, necessitating imports. 

        , इ    ब                     उ     ब  ,       आ       आ            
 The demand/supply imbalance is likely to widen in the near future. 

                    औ  आ         ब           औ  ब                   
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 DRDO औ  IAF    TARA                                 
 

09M. DRDO, IAF conduct maiden trial of TARA glide 
weapon 

 DRDO औ  IAF    TARA                            

     

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
and the Indian Air Force have conducted the maiden flight-trial of 
the Tactical Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) weapon 
system off the coast of Odisha on Thursday. 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation औ  Indian 

Air Force              Odisha           Tactical Advanced Range 

Augmentation (TARA)                      उ                
 TARA is India’s first indigenous glide weapon system 

capable of converting conventional unguided warheads into 
precision-guided weapons for accurately engaging ground-based 
targets. 

 TARA                        इ                 ,              ब   
                                           ब              ,      

     आ                                     
 According to the Ministry of Defence, the modular range extension kit has been designed 

and developed by Research Centre Imarat along with other DRDO laboratories. 

 Ministry of Defence          ,             ए              Research Centre Imarat     
    DRDO laboratories           इ  औ                      

 It is aimed at improving the range and lethality of low-cost aerial weapons. 

 इ    उ                      ई                      औ         ब         
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09M. Bangladesh battles its worst measles outbreak in decades as child 

deaths rise 

                                                                                   

 Bangladesh‟s deadliest measles outbreak in decades is stretching its health system, with 

children filling hospital wards and doctors struggling to contain a surge in infections that have 
killed more than 300 youngsters. 

                       ब                  उ                           ब             , 
                ब           ए    औ                 उ  ब                              ए       
                300         ब                     

 The South Asian nation had made advancements in vaccinations to help stem the deadly 
virus — but coverage gaps during and after the chaos of a 2024 uprising that overthrew the 
autocratic government left the youngest generation badly exposed. 

      ए    ई        इ                           ए                       —       2024    
उ                 औ  ब                       आई    ,                        उ        ,    
 ब                                              

 “I was almost sure I was going to lose her today — her condition was terrible in the morning,” 
said Rina Begum, 45, cradling her three-year-old granddaughter A•a. 

 “                            आ     उ            —   ब  उ         ब       ब   ,” 45      

                                  आ                      ए      
 Ms. Begum, her eyes red from exhaustion and tears, said A•a had missed her second dose 

of the measles vaccine at age 18 months, and had spent the last two weeks in the measles 

ward in Dhaka. 

 आ      औ              आ              ब              आ     18          उ                 

                            ई    औ  उ                                         ब  ए  
 Measles is highly contagious, spreading through coughs and sneezes, and has no specific 

treatment once caught. 

                      ,          औ                           , औ  ए  ब           इ      ई 

      उ              
 It hits children the hardest. 

    ब        ब                        
 Their breathing can become strained, their strength fades, and in the most severe cases, the 

infection reaches the brain, causing swelling that can lead to lasting damage — or death. 

 उ                      ई           , उ                      , औ   ब                        

                       ,                                 —          —         ब           
 Hospitals are treating thousands of young patients while authorities race to expand 

vaccination coverage and prevent more deaths. 

                            इ               ब                         ब     औ       

                   ए                        
 Ms. Begum offered a smile as A•a reached up — having just turned a corner and regained 

some strength. 

      ब              ब आ            ब     —       उ                    आ    औ  उ        
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 “After putting her on oxygen, now she is doing much better,” she said. 

 “उ                     ब    ब         ब       ,” उ           

„Doctor‟s help‟ 

 „            ‟ 

 Bangladesh has recorded 336 child deaths since March 15, with more than 50,000 confirmed 
and suspected cases, according to the latest government data. 

             आ              ,              15          ब    336 ब                   ई   , 
 ब   50,000              औ                     आए     

 Most cases recorded have been among children aged between six months and five years. 

       ए  ए                                       आ      ब         ए  ए     
 On May 4 the country recorded the grim milestone of the highest number of children dying in 

a single day — 17 in 24 hours. 

 4  ई           ए            ब        ब                                      — 24         17 

      
 Bangladesh has made significant advancements in vaccinations to tackle infectious diseases, 

but a measles drive due in 2024 was delayed by the revolution that toppled the government of 
Sheikh Hasina. 

        ब                       ए ब                                          ,       2024    
                                                                              ब          

 Health officials, aided by the UN children‟s agency, WHO, and the security forces, are 

working to vaccinate children, launching an emergency measles-rubella campaign on April 5. 

               ,                 ए    , WHO, औ        ब            , ब                    
     ए               औ  5         आ             - ब                         

 Nearly 17 million children have received the vaccine since the drive started, according to 
government data. 

        आ              ,                    ब           1.7      ब                             
 Last year the vaccine coverage was only 59%, but 95% coverage of children is needed to 

ensure herd immunity. 

                             59%   ,                                         ए 95% ब    
           आ         

 Without herd immunity, children can still get infected after vaccination, said senior health 
ministry official Abu Hussain Md Moinul Ahsan. 

                                       ए                                              ब   
ब               ब                         

 It would take around a month before results can be seen, Mr. Ahsan added. 

                               ई              ए               
 Siam, a 14-month-old boy, spent 10 days in intensive care at Dhaka’s Shishu Hospital, a 

children’s centre, before improving enough to return to the dedicated measles ward. 

 14                                                                 10      ब  ए, उ    ब   

उ         इ             उ                                  
 He was vaccinated at 10 months, but with wider herd immunity compromised, that was not 

enough. 

 उ   10          उ                      ,                                                  

                
 “I did not expect to get my son back,” said his mother Brishti Akhtar, aged 20, watching her 

son sleep with an oxygen tube attached to his nose, one of 97 children with measles in the 
hospital. 
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 20      उ                         , “     उ                     ब               ए  ,”         
ब                        ब    ए        ए            ,                            97 ब          
ए      

 “With the doctor’s help, now he is out of danger.” 

 “                  ब            ब       ” 

Army field hospital 

                     

 Health Ministry official Ahsan insisted that medics could cope. 

                                                                                   
 “The hospitals are not yet overburdened,” he said. 

 उ         , “                  ब            ब     ” 
 But, just in case, the army has erected a 20-bed tent field hospital in the grounds of the 

government’s Dhaka Medical College Hospital, ready for further cases. 

       ए                                                                    20  ब          
  ब                            ,      आ   आ                               

 “With the current measles outbreak, the health ministry told us to set up a field hospital,” said 
the hospital director, Brigadier General Md Asaduzzaman. 

                                ए                    , “                            ए 

                                                  ए     ” 
 But there are other challenges ahead. 

       आ   औ                   
 Bangladesh has experienced heavy rainfall in the last few weeks — bringing with it a rise in 

mosquitoes that carry the deadly dengue virus. 

                   ब                        ई    —                                            
      ब   ई     

 “We hope the measles infection rate will decrease soon,” said Mr. Asaduzzaman. 

                    , “    उ                                     ” 
 “With the dengue season in mind, the field hospital is expected to be effective in that crisis 

too.” 

 “                            ए उ                          उ                      ब       ” 
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09M. A watershed moment in India‟s defence posture 

                    ए                           

 

 
 Operation Sindoor commenced at 1:05 a.m. on May 7, 2025, with a surgical, high-intensity 

destruction of selected terrorist infrastructure. 

                  आ    7  ई 2025         1:05           आ                           ए   
उ  -                     आ  

 This strike was a direct and decisive response to the cowardly Pahalgam carnage 
orchestrated by cross-border terrorists on April 22, 2025. 

         22      2025        -    आ                आ                                   
         ए                       

 This operation represents a paradigm shift in India’s politico-military mindset and doctrine, 
marking a watershed moment in its approach to national security. 

                           -         ए              ए                                   
  ,                        उ               ए                                  

New era Indian doctrine 

                            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
4 

 India’s historical posture of “reactive restraint” provided a strong rationale for a “dossier 
approach”, in which military inaction was often portrayed as extraordinary restraint and was 

frequently encouraged and lauded by the West. 

                  “               ”            “              ”      ए ए       आ    
         ,                                                                             
           ब  -ब            ए                    

 “What if” loops about attacking terror targets in a nuclear-armed adversary provided the final 
blow to India’s decision-makers. 

       -                  आ                  आ            उ     “       ”             

       -                                                     
 Post-Operation Sindoor, the “zero tolerance” policy declared by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi was pivoted further and reinforced, whereby any act of cross-border terrorism would be 
considered an “act of war”. 

                                                       “             ”            औ       

     ए                    ,                  -    आ                          “        
      ई”        ए    

 This reflects a leadership that possesses both the strategic resolve to act and the absolute 
confidence in the armed forces to deliver retribution. 

                                     ,             ई                                       
          ब                              

 Despite the political risks, this extraordinary resolve to tackle terror head on — and the refusal 
to submit to nuclear blackmail and external pressure drew new red lines. 

                    ब     , आ                                                        
               ए   ब      ब                              ई         ए                

 Operation Sindoor defined a new chapter in India’s defence evolution too. 

                                          ए   ए                         
 While on transition to integration and restructuring, this Operation tested the ground realities 

of the three services — the Indian Air Force (IAF), the Indian Navy and the Indian Army. 

 ए      ए                             इ                        —                  (IAF), 

                              —                                      
 Post Pahalgam, the forces were tuned to expect a clear-cut political directive for action, 

which came in an unambiguous form and was perhaps stronger than what the services had 
anticipated. 

                          ए        ई                                             ,          

                  आ                                                
 The services were given a free hand. 

                                 ई  
 The resultant Indian strikes on nine terrorist targets were exceptionally well-integrated across 

the three services, achieving total success despite a fully alert Pakistan. 

 इ                  आ                    ए  ए                                        

                     ए                             ब                        ई  
 The choice of Bahawalpur, and Muridke in Pakistan as targets was unthinkable. 

                      ए                                                       
 Pakistan and the world woke up to realities of the “new normal”. 

                      “ ए       ”                               
 Pictures and videos of the massive destruction at these terror hubs, and the sheer sc 

 इ  आ                  ए                    ए              उ                                
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The highly calibrated and intelligent Indian response over the next two days was executed 

well, calmly but firmly. 

                                            ब                            ,                 
                             

 Pakistan clearly misread India’s resolve. 

                                                आ          
 On May 9 and 10, when the Pakistan Air Force attempted to strike some of India’s critical 

high-value assets, the Indian Air Force countered it in near real time with waves of airstrikes 
hitting 11 bases across Pakistan, including Nur Khan, Sargodha, Murid and Bholari. 

 9 औ  10  ई   ,  ब                                                  ए   उ  -          
                                           ,  ब                                         
   ब        ई        ए             11              ई                   ई,              , 

      ,       औ                     
 The level of precise targeting and extent of damage achieved could not have been imagined 

by Pakistan. 

                        ई  ई                                                          
 The global defence analytical community acknowledges this as one of the most defining 

and concise actions against a nuclear-armed nation. 

                           इ   ए        -                       ई  ब           ए        

      इ         ए                           

Military audaciousness at its best 

                               

 This total, integrated and calibrated response, characterised by masterful control of the 
escalation ladder, reflects the seamless synergy between India’s civil and military 
institutions. 

                 , ए      ए                  ,        -                  उ                   
         ,                ए                         ब                 ब  ब           

 In my opinion, India’s achievements could not have been better. 

              ,                   इ    ब                       
 After 88 hours of Operation Sindoor, by noon on May 10, Pakistan was reeling from massive 

destruction at 11 bases by the IAF. 

                  88         उ     , 10  ई                                             उ    11 

                ई  ई                                 
 Karachi was nervously monitoring Indian naval deployments poised for action, while 

aggressive Indian Army operations along the Line of Control and the International Border 

had rendered drone attacks unviable. 

                                            ब  ए   ए   ,          ई      ए          ,  ब   

                                                                                  
           ब            

 A robust, networked air-defence system, including the S-400 missile system had 

completely denied airspace not only over Indian territory but also deep inside Pakistan. 

 ए -400                   ए       ए          आ          -                                
ऊ  , ब                         ई       ई                                  

 Pakistan had no choice but to rush and request a ceasefire. 

                                                              ई                ब       
 
Given the dynamics and complications of escalation control under a nuclear overhang, 
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India’s Chief of Defence Staff and the Service Chiefs deserve high praise for the ferocious 
targeting on May 10 and the brilliant seizing of the escalation opportunity to coerce a 

termination. 

                                                    ए                         ए,             

                            10  ई      ए  ए              आ                          
        उ      उ          ए                         

 This was military audaciousness at its very best. 

                           उ          
 The Indian armed forces responded in full measure to the political mandate, leaving no 

doubt regarding the nation’s capacity for rapid, high-impact operation. 

                                                                        ,                   

ए   उ  -                 ई                   ई                 
 The sheer scale and speed of India’s action on May 10 was watched with awe across the 

country. 

 10  ई                  ई              ए                          आ     ए                     
 The announcement of the ceasefire was too sudden for the public at large, You cannot blame 

the people asking for more. 

                    आ            ए               , इ   ए            ई               
                                    

 One cannot view these developments with emotion. 

 इ                                                    
 Having achieved all objectives and the scope of action on May 10, the termination decision 

was perfectly timed. 

 10  ई        उ       ए         ई                                                       
             उ                       

 Operation Sindoor‟s ongoing status carries a powerful strategic signal. 

                               ए                                   
 Undoubtedly, the primary signal is for terrorists to remain in hiding and for their backers to 

desist. 

         , इ                               ए               उ                ए               
                 

 The message also extends to the Pakistani citizenry — a stark and constant reminder of the 
reckless involvement of part of their military leadership. 

                                            —    उ                   ए                 

                 ए                         
 In the age of global digital transparency and expert strategic analysis, the truth of these 

events cannot be shielded from their people for long. 

                         ए                             इ         इ                ई      ब  
                                    

 They must now confront the realities of a military regime camouflaged by a political facade 
and “regime” change should be on their minds. 

  ब उ    ए                                                 ,                          
       आ   ,     “            ”          उ                   ए  
 
Accelerate indigenous defence growth 

                                
Ongoing operations have implications for India as well. 

                             ए                   
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 The defence forces would need to maintain a high state of readiness to act. 

                  ई      उ                 ब  ए         आ             
 After the opening round of Operation Sindoor, the expectations are high. 

                                 उ           ए         ब   ई     
 I am sure the services are working proactively to deliver. 

                            ए                                                     
 An equally important implication is for the defence industry to ramp up in real terms to 

achieve Atmanirbharata. 

 ए                                                                                     
                                

 The focus must be to “Innovate, Design, and Manufacture” at scale. 

           ब             “      ,          ए           ”             ए  
 The government has focused hugely on reforms to energise the public and private industry in 

defence, aerospace, space, cyber and Artificial Intelligence domains. 

                                                     , ए       ,       ,                 

                          ए        उ              ब             
 The stellar performance of indigenous systems during Operation Sindoor has invigorated 

India’s innovation and startup ecosystem. 

                                          उ                              ए           

                    ई ऊ                
 I have always maintained that the real responsibility for being the “agent of change” rests 

with the Defence Research and Development Organisation laboratories, Defence Public 
Sector Undertakings, and, to some extent, even on large industry players already in the 

system. 

                             “               ” ब                                      ए         

                   ,                                                   ब   औ       

                           
 They no longer have the option to delay and must immediately focus on truly integrating the 

entire private sector, including MSMEs and startups, into an indigenous ecosystem through a 
“whole-of-nation” approach. 

  ब उ            ब           ई               औ  उ          MSMEs                          
            “                   ”                                                     ए      

                              
 There is an urgent need to capitalize on this golden period of governance and reforms, and 

the unpredictable geopolitical environment only reinforces the need to double down on true 
Atmanirbharta. 

        ए             इ                    उ              आ         ,               -
                                       औ                    आ          ब       

         
 Ultimately, the “Modi redlines” regarding cross-border terrorism are permanent. 

      ,     -                 ब      “             ”           
 This new normal is irreversible and will define India’s strategic mindset for the foreseeable 

future. 

     ई                            औ                                               

       
 The nation demands nothing less, and the populace would stand firmly behind the architects 

and executors of India’s national security. 
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      इ                         , औ                                         ए   
                                            

 My salute to everyone involved in the success of Operation Sindoor. 

                                                                      
 

 

 


